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Polls for Block Development 
Councils in J&K by month-end 

They will be completed before State is formally declared a Union Territon 



Dry and deserted: CRPr iawans stand guard during restrictions in Srinagar on Tuesday 
to prevent Musl : ms fi Oi tak lg part in Muharram processions, -nissar ahmad 

Curbs back in Srinagar 



Archbishop of Canterbury 
visits Jallianwalla Bagh 

CHANDIGARH 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Reverend Justin 
Welby, on Tuesday visited 
the Jallianwalla Bagh in 
Amritsar and said visiting the 
site of a horrific massacre was 
deeply humbling and 
provoked feelings of 
profound shame. Later, he 
took to Facebook and wrote, 

"I have no status to apologise 
on behalf of the U.K., its 
government or its history. 

But I am personally very sorry 
for this terrible atrocity." 
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NISTU LA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

The schedule for the elec¬ 
tions to 316 Block Develop¬ 
ment Councils (BDCs) in 
Jammu and Kashmir will be 
announced in a day or two, 
with the polls to be complet¬ 
ed before the State is formal¬ 
ly declared a Union Territory 
on October 31. 

Senior sources in the Un¬ 
ion Home Ministry con¬ 
firmed this development to 
The Hindu. The elections 
will take forward the process 
towards full devolution to ru¬ 
ral and urban local bodies. 
After the December 2018 
panchayat elections, both 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister 
Amit Shah announced their 
intention to hold these polls. 

All ready 

The sources said everything 
is ready for the elections, in¬ 
cluding the preparation of 
the electoral rolls, as the ex¬ 
ercise was expected t > fc 1- 
low the panchayat elect ons 
But it was held up be^aus e 01 
the Lolc Sabha election 

“The BDC polls ere ex¬ 
pected to . low in March, 
but it Vi de ded that the 
cone ct u ' the Lok Sabha 
e> tio, wo i T take up much 
of t e rtsouices and were, 
therefore, postponed,” said 
an jfficial. 

The government has been 


keen to get pane hay., elec¬ 
tions “com 7 .ei 3” including 
taking the . ext s ep to BDCs 
and tht Zilla Panchayat 
po r s.. xo. ling to senior go- 
vei me t sources, the top 
lead 'ship of the govern¬ 
or it has been keen to com¬ 
plete the devolution of pow¬ 
er to panchayats, 
considering it an important 
move towards “grassroots 
democracy” and creating 
new political leadership. 

The panchayat polls also 
unlocked the £2,700 crore 
funds earmarked for Jammu 
and Kashmir under the 14 th 
Finance Commission. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR 

Curfew-like restrictions 
were reimposed in all of 
Srinagar and parts of 
Kashmir Valley on Tuesday 
to prevent Muharram 
processions by Shia 
Muslims, days after the 
government banned them 
because of the restive 
situation. 

Security forces deployed 
buses, mobile bunkers and 
bullet-proof vehicles as 
barricades to cut off the 
Shia-majority areas of 
Zadibal, Hasnabad, 


Baghwanpora and Hawal in 
the old city. 

An official said Section 
144 was strictly enforced. 

Spools of concertina wire 
were spread on the roads to 
curb the movement of 
vehicles, and to stop 
devotees from converging 
on the traditional routes for 
processions. 

The commercial hub of 
Lai Chowk and the uptown 
areas of Rajbagh were also 
brought under restrictions. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Imran’s party 
leaderseeks 
a sylum in India 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

A former legislator of 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e- 
Insaaf Party on Tuesday 
sought political asylum in 
India, saying he “fears for 
his life” in Pakistan. 

Baldev Kumar, 43, has 
been staying with his wife 
and two children at Khan- 
na in Ludhiana district of 
Punjab since last month. 

“Minorities are under a 
great sense of fear in Pakis¬ 
tan. Recently, a Sikh girl 
was abducted and forcibly 
converted to Islam in Pun¬ 
jab province. Such inci¬ 
dents are happening in 
Sindh and Khyber Pak- 
htunkhwa too. I fear for my 
life and, therefore, I left Pa¬ 
kistan,” said Mr. Kumar, a 
former legislator of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa As¬ 
sembly from Barikot. 

Mr. Kumar was arrested, 
along with five others, on 
the charge of murdering a 
political rival in 2016. Ac¬ 
cording to the Pakistan pol¬ 
ice, he had hired assassins 
to kill the former adviser to 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Soran Singh 
so that he could take his 
place on the party ticket. 
All six were acquitted in 
2018 for lack of evidence. 

Officials handling the 
case said they were aware 
of the charge, but said the 
details appeared “murky.” 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


India counters Pal 
statements on J&I< 
at UN rights meet 

Terrorism is the worst form of abusi 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

India on Tuesday declared 
that Pakistan was trying to 
polarise the UN Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) to 
advance its agenda in South 
Asia. 

Speaking in response to 
multiple Kashmir-centric 
statements from Pakistan at 
the UN body’s 42nd Regular 
Session in Geneva, an In¬ 
dian diplomat shed light on 
the contradiction between 
Pakistan’s attempts to 
champion human rights in 
the Union Territory of Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir and the de¬ 
nial of the same rights to va¬ 
rious communities within 
Pakistan. 

“Jammu and Kashmir has 
been, is and shall continue 
to be an integral part of In¬ 
dia. Pakistan’s nefarious de¬ 
signs will never succeed be¬ 
cause the people of India 
are united in their determi¬ 
nation to preserve our terri¬ 
torial integrity, along with 
our core values of democra¬ 
cy, tolerance and unity in di¬ 
versity,” said First Secretary 
Vimarsh Arya of the Minis¬ 
try of External Affairs (MEA) 
in Geneva. 

The Indian diplomat 
highlighted the discrimina¬ 
tion faced by the minority 
religious communities and 


E Despite challengi| 
circumstances, 
Jammu and Kashmir’sl 
civil administration is 
ensuring basic service| 
essential supplies, 
normal functioning of 
institutions, mobility a 
nearly full connectivit 
Democratic processes 
have been 


initiated... 



sects in Pakistan and st 
that Islamabad had foi 
ten that “terrorism is 
worst form of human ri 
abuse”. 

“Despite challenging 
cumstances, Jammu 
Kashmir's Civil Adminii 
tion is ensuring basic se 
es, essential supplies, 
mal functioning 
institutions, mobility 
nearly full connectivity, 
mocratic processes I 
been initiated. Restrict 
are being eased continu 
ly,” said Vijay Thakur Sii 
Secretary of the Ministi 
External Affairs, who lec 
special diplomatic tear 
Geneva. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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SBI to rejig 
repo-linked 
home loan 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

State Bank of India, the 
country’s largest lender, 
has decided to rework its 
repo-linked home loan 
product and discontinue 
an existing offering after 
the Reserve Bank of India 
announced guidelines for 
external benchmark-linked 
floating rate loans. 

Introduced in July, the 
repo-linked home loan 
product, pioneered by SBI, 
was aimed at faster trans¬ 
mission of monetary poli¬ 
cy, and was later adopted 
by several other public sec¬ 
tor banks. “We are rework¬ 
ing the product,” P.K. Gup¬ 
ta, MD, SBI, told The 
Hindu. As per the RBI gui¬ 
delines on linking floating 
rate retail and MSME loans 
to the external benchmark, 
banks must have such a 
product by October 1. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 



Colours of cheer 


Festive spirit: As Keralites get ready to celebrate Onam on Wednesday, students turned out in festive finery at the 
Guru Sri Shantivijai Jain College for Women in Chennai on Tuesday, -k.v. srinivasan 


India should not have 
joined U.S. ban, says Iran 

Trade, Chabahar port work hit: Iranian Ambassador 


SUHA SINI HAIDAR 

NEW DELHI 

India’s decision to shut down 
oil imports from Iran owing 
to sanctions imposed by the 
United States is also hurting 
India-Iran bilateral trade and 
India’s future in the Chaba¬ 
har port, Iranian Ambassa¬ 
dor to India Ali Chegeni said. 

In the first public com¬ 
ments about the govern¬ 
ment’s decision to fall in line 
with the U.S. sanctions and 
“zero out” oil purchases after 
May 2 this year, he said India 
had “fought hard for its inde¬ 
pendence” and should not 
have given in to “unilateral 
sanctions” from the U.S. 

“It is now official that India 
has stopped importing oil 
from Iran because of what it 
says is its own national inter¬ 
est,” Mr. Chegeni told mem¬ 
bers of the Indian Associa¬ 
tion of Foreign Affairs 



Ali Chegeni. -sandeepsaxena 


Correspondents on Monday. 

“If there are no oil pay¬ 
ments due from India, how 
can we buy from India? We 
will have to go to other mar¬ 
kets as we can’t stop our peo¬ 
ple’s needs. This is India’s so¬ 
vereign decision, but others 
have chosen differently,” he 
added, comparing India’s de¬ 
cision unfavourably to those 
of China, Russia, and Turkey, 
which continue their energy 
ties with Iran. 

Of greater possible con¬ 


cern for New Delhi was tie 
Iranian Ambassador’s it- 
look for the Chabahar p rt, 
where India’s constructic of 
the Shahid Beheshti tern lal 
since 2016 is a key con o- 
nent of its trade and con ic- 
tivity routes to Afghani an 
and Central Asia, circ n- 
venting Pakistan. 

Despite the U.S. sanct ns 
waiver for Chabahar, Ir. 
Chegeni said that India’s le- 
velopment work had t sn 
“very slow”, and that ti de 
to Afghanistan was “ir :h 
lower” than it should be. 

He also said that in vie of 
the delay over India’s p ns 
to build a railway line i n- 
necting Chabahar port tc he 
Afghan border at Zahei n, 
the Iranian government ad 
decided to complete the iil- 
road through its own e- 
sources by 2021. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 10 


Delhi-NCR takes pole in India’s start-up grid 

NCR is home to 10 unicorns, with one new unicorn emerging each year: study 


India's incubators 

The National Capital Region accounted for 23% of all 
start-ups set up in the country as of 2019: 

Noida 



am 


YUTH IKA BHARGAVA 

NEW DELHI 

With more than 7,000 
start-ups, the Delhi-NCR 
area now has the largest 
number of active start-ups 
in the country, pipping ci¬ 
ties like Bengaluru, Chen¬ 
nai and Mumbai, according 
to a report by TiE Delhi- 
NCR and consulting firm 
Zinnov released on 
Tuesday. 

As per the report ‘Tur¬ 
bocharging Delhi-NCR 
Start-up Ecosystem’, Delhi- 
NCR accounted for 23% of 
the start-ups with a cumu¬ 
lative value of $50 billion. 
The National Capital Re¬ 
gion (NCR) includes cities 
such as Gurugram, Noida 
and Faridabad. 

“The NCR is home to 10 


unicorns, with at least 1 
new unicorn emerging 
each year since 2013,” the 
study said. While 7,039 
start-ups were founded in 
Delhi-NCR between 2009 


and 2019, the number 
stood at 5,234 for Bengalu¬ 
ru, followed by 3,829 in 
Mumbai, 1940 in Hydera¬ 
bad, 1593 in Pune and 1,520 
in Chennai. 


Interestingly, Delhi-NCR 
also houses three of the 
four most valuable listed 
internet companies in In¬ 
dia, namely Infoedge, Ma- 
kemytrip and Indiamart. 
The only one not to be 
headquartered in Delhi 
NCR is Justdial. 

Across sectors 
The report noted that the 
region has a healthy mix of 
start-ups across sectors 
with the maximum number 
of over 2,650 start-ups in 
the consumer product and 
services space, followed by 
enterprise products (1,767), 
e-commerce (1,690), health 
(815) and edtech (763). 

FEWER START-UPS OVER LAST 
THREE YEARS ►PAGE 13 


Shehla Rashid gets protection 
from arrest in sedition case 

Case will now come up for hearing on November 5 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: 

A Delhi court has granted 
protection from arrest till 
November 5 to Shehla 
Rashid, former vice-presi¬ 
dent of the Jawaharlal Neh¬ 
ru University Students’ Un¬ 
ion, in a sedition case. 

Additional Sessions 
Judge Pawan Kumar Jain or¬ 
dered the protection while 
hearing an application for 
anticipatory bail by Ms. 
Rashid. 

“Considering all the 
facts, I am of the view that 
the matter requires investi¬ 
gation in detail. According¬ 
ly, the accused shall not be 
arrested till November 5. 
However, she shall join the 



Shehla Rashid 


investigation as and when 
called by the investigating 
officer,” the Judge said. 

The case will now come 
up for hearing on Novem¬ 
ber 5 when the court will 
take up her bail 
application. 

Earlier, the public pro¬ 
secutor informed the court 


that the police had not even 
issued a notice to the ac¬ 
cused, adding that the 
probe agency would re¬ 
quire at least six weeks to 
investigate the complaint. 

On being asked by the 
court, the prosecutor said 
the police had not received 
any complaint from the Ar¬ 
my in the matter. 

Ms. Rashid moved the 
court for anticipatory bail 
following lodging of a case 
by the Delhi Police on a 
complaint by a local lawyer 
on her tweets regarding the 
situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir after the withdra¬ 
wal of the special status to 
the State. An FIR was regis¬ 
tered earlier this month. 


Pune police 
search house 
of DU prof. 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDEr 

PUNE 

A team of the Pune po :e 
on Tuesday conduc d 
searches at the reside :e 
of academic-activist H iy 
Babu M.T. in Noida in c i- 
nection with the Elg ir 
Parishad case, offic *s 
said. 

Assistant Commissio ir 
of Police (Swargate d i- 
sion) Shivaji Pawar, the i- 
vestigating officer in ie 
case, said no arrest is 
been made so far and t it 
the police had seized sc ie 
electronic devices. 

Dr. Babu’s wife Jenny d- 
wena alleged that the ] 1- 
ice searched their ho ie 
for nearly six hours w i- 
out a warrant. 

DETAILS ON ► PAGE 3 
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DELHI# Timings 


WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 11 


RISE 

06:04 

SET 

18:31 

C RISE 

17:11 

SET 

03:19 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 12 


# RISE 

06:04 

SET 

18:30 

C RISE 

17:47 

SET 

04:12 

FRIDAY, 

SEPT. 13 



RISE 

06:05 

SET 

18:29 

C RISE 

18:21 

SET 

05:06 

Delhi Weather 

Delhi City 

max min 

37 28 

Safdarjang 


37 28 

Palam 



38 27 


Delhi Palam Today 
37°C A hazy and humid 
morning. Day will be dry and 
very varm with partly cloudy 
sky. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 

37°C A humid and slight 
uneasy morning. Day will be 
very warm with partly cloudy 
sky. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 



University notice to 
JNUSU election panel 

Lists 10 violations it detected during poll process 


Inside the Walled City 



A tazia procession to mark Muharram at the Jama Masjid on Tuesday, -sushil kumar verma 


Canvassing ends, DUSU elections tomorrow 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Grievance Redressal Cell 
(GRC) of Jawaharlal Nehru 
University has sent a notice 
to the poll panel, which was 
set up to conduct elections 
for the JNU Students’ Union 
(JNUSU), informing the com¬ 
mittee that it had violated 
several poll guidelines. 

The GRC has been consti¬ 
tuted as per the recommen¬ 
dations of the Lyngdoh Com¬ 
mittee (LC) and Supreme 
Court (SC) guidelines. 

Reply by today 

In the notice issued by GRC 
chairperson Umesh Kadam, 
the panel has been asked to 
submit a reply to a list of 10 
guidelines (as laid down by 
the LC and the SC) that were 
allegedly violated during the 
elections. 

The panel has been asked 
to furnish relevant docu¬ 
ments in support of its de¬ 
fence by September 11. 

The JNUSU elections were 
held on September 6. The 
counting was done on Sep¬ 
tember 8, but the results will 
not be released till Septem¬ 
ber 17 as per orders of the 
Delhi High Court. The poll 
panel, however, had re- 



JNU administration block 


leased trends on the day 
counting ended. 

In the notice, the GRC said 
that the JNUSU elections 
were not conducted as per 
the JNUSU constitution. 

It also accused the panel 
of not giving representation 
to all schools/special 
centres, and violating LC gui¬ 
delines by having the elec¬ 
tion process (from filing of 
nominations, which started 
on August 26, to declaration 
of results, which were to be 
released on September 8) ex¬ 
ceed 10 days. 

It also said that the final 
list of candidates was final¬ 
ised and published without 
verifying the record of ca n di¬ 
dates with the Procter s o 
fice and other disc'p. ia r 
authorities. 

The poll panel did ii( rep¬ 
ly to querie ii n he media 


regarding how they were go¬ 
ing to respond to the notice. 
Several students’ organisa¬ 
tions, however, accused the 
administration of trampling 
on the mandate of students 
by accusing the poll panel of 
malpractices. 

Students defend panel 

“The JNU administration is 
continuing its attack on 
members of the JNUSU poll 
committee. The panel had 
from the beginning resisted 
interference of the adminis¬ 
tration and performed its 
task with dedication, deter¬ 
mination and hard work,” 
stated the All India Students’ 
Association in a release 

“We stand with the JF SU 
poll panel, which v icL >d 
the situation T ; th en Ta¬ 
ble resilience, st like ^ast 
year when t ey 'Ceu vio¬ 
lence and .Hi nidation. We 
condemn Tie notices and 
sum ions l ued against the 
P'uel ne 'bers. We demand 
ffi t JNl revoke the notices 
ai c give an unconditional 
oology,” it stated. 

The High Court is sche¬ 
duled to hear a petition filed 
by two students over a JNU¬ 
SU election-related issue on 
September 17. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Canvassing for the Delhi Un¬ 
iversity Students’ Union (DU¬ 
SU) elections officially came 
to a stop at 8 p.m. on Tues¬ 
day. The voting is scheduled 
for Thursday with counting 
of votes to begin on Friday at 


8.30 a.m. 

A notification instructing 
all officials to ensure that no 
canvassing takes place was 
issued by DU Chief Election 
Officer Ashok Prasad. 

On Wednesday, Electronic 
Voting Machines will be deli¬ 
vered to colleges across the 


university. 

Votes will be recorded on 
Thursday for college unions 
as well as the DUSU. 

Counting will take place 
on Friday at the community 
hall in Police Lines at King- 
sway Camp. 

To ensure no fake certifi¬ 


cates are submitted by can¬ 
didates, the CEO has asked 
colleges to only forward 
names of nominees after ver¬ 
ification. 

Last year, it was revealed 
that the elected presidential 
candidate had a fake degree 
certificate. 


Students to join campaign 
against single-use plastic 


C ver four lakh PUCs issued 
in Capital since September 1 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government has 
directed all schools under 
the Directorate of Education 
to heed the call given by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to put an end to single¬ 
use plastic. 

In a circular, the DoE di 
rected all heads of schools 


to senstitise students, tea Ti¬ 
ers and staff against usUg 
single-use plastir 

In his Indepc nd e Day 
speech, tfr M hac urged 
the ratic to nake India 
free < sl gle use plastic, 
wi n i rm the environ- 
men rtud the circular, 
w : ch Kged students to join 
the .ation-wide campaign. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Vehicle owners in Delhi are 
making a beeline for pollu¬ 
tion under check (PUC) cer¬ 
tification centres since the 
implementation of the 
amended Motor Vehicles 
Act on September 1, with ov¬ 
er four lakh such certificates 
been issued since the begin¬ 


ning of the month. 

An average of 50,000 
vehicles have undergone 
the test daily this month as 
opposed to 10,000 before 
the new law came into 
force. Under the new Act, 
penalty for not having a PUC 
certificate is ?10,000. 

Earlier, the fine was 
?1,000 for the first violation. 



FOR IMMEDIATE POLICE HELP CALL 100 TO SHARE INFORMATION CALL 1090 


is A Punishable Offence 


One 


Defacement of public property 
is punishable u/s 3 of 
The Delhi Prevention of 
Defacement of Property Act 2007 with 

year’s imprisonment | Fine up to ? 50,000/- 


1 
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Social media lauds Miranda House 
students for telling ABVP to ‘go back’ 

Students say they were protesting culture of‘hooliganism’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

“ABVP go back” shouted sev¬ 
eral students of Miranda 
House College when mem¬ 
bers of the students’ group 
attempted to present their 
manifesto at the institute’s 
auditorium on Monday. 

Video footage of the event 
went viral on social media 
with several Twitter users 
lauding the students. 

The slogannering was in 
protest against the ABVP’s 
hooliganism and violence, 
regularly perpetrated on 
campus, said Shreya, a se¬ 
cond-year student who was 
present at the venue. 

“The RSS-backed ABVP 
stands against secular ideas 
of a free society and is en¬ 
gaged in spreading a Hindu 
ideology that students are 
against,” she said. 

Reacting to some people 
criticising the students for 
not allowing the ABVP to 


Last year, when the 
NSUI came to the 
college to present its 
manifesto, their 
candidates were 
also heckled 

have their say, Shreya said: 
“We listen to them every 
time but we do not want to 
hear them out any more.” 

‘A sort of tradition’ 

Other students said that 
heckling the ABVP and the 
NSUI, the two dominant par¬ 
ties in the DUSU elections, 
had become a bit of a tradi¬ 
tion in the college. 

“It started in 2017 after 
the violence that took place 
at Ramjas College,” said a 
third-year student of B.A. 
Political Science, who 
wished to remain anony¬ 
mous. At the time, students 
had raised questions regard¬ 
ing ABVP’s alleged involve¬ 


ment in the incident. 

Similarly, last year, when 
the NSUI came to the college 
to present its manifesto, 
their candidates were also 
heckled, students said. 

Video footage from that 
event also showed members 
of the Left group AISA being 
recieved with slogans of “go 
back AISA”, albeit in a rela¬ 
tively smaller capcity. 

Sign of intolerance: ABVP 

Responding to the incident, 
ABVP State secretary, Sid- 
harth Yadav said: “The truth 
of Left organisations come 
to light when they try to 
curb differing voices and 
show their resistance to¬ 
wards other ideologies. The 
ABVP believes in debate and 
dessent and such shallow act 
by a handful of commies in 
Miranda House is nothing 
but a reflection of their intol¬ 
erance. We will receive huge 
votes from Miranda House.” 



Students under the banner 
of Pinjra Tod protest against 
violence on campus. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Night march 
against DUSU 
elections 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Women students of Delhi 
University, under the ban¬ 
ner of the Pinjra Tod col¬ 
lective, undertook a ‘night 
march’ in North Campus 
on Monday against the Del¬ 
hi University Students’ Un¬ 
ion (DUSU) elections. 

Terming electoral polit¬ 
ics on campus a realm of 
“hooliganism and vio¬ 
lence”, the group had 
lashed out at the ABVP and 
NSUI, the dominant parties 



OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT CONSUMER DISPUTES 
REDRESSAL FORUM: GURGAON 

No. 355/ Dated 06-09-2019 

CANCELLATION OF EMPLOYMENT NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given to general public that the office of District 
Consumer Disputes Redressal Forum, Gurugram invited applications for 
recruitment of two posts of peon and one post of process server through 
advertisement appeared in newspapers Dainik Jagran (in Hindi version) and 
The Hindu (in English version) of both dated 22.08.2019 and the interview 
for the said posts is fixed for 09.09.2019 at 10.00 A.M. in the aforesaid office. 
Now, in compliance of the order dated 05.09.2019 passed by the Hon’ble 
Punjab & Haryana High Court, Chandigarh in CWP No. 24596 of 2019, titled 
Sahil Yadav Vs. State of Haryana and Others, the said interview scheduled 
on 09.09.2019 stands cancelled till further notice. All candidates who applied 
for these posts may note. 

Superintendent, 
District Consumer Disputes 
PRDH 78592 Redressal Forum, Gurgaon 


Information and Public 
Relations Department 
Government of Jharkhand, 
Ranchi. 


SHORT TENDER NOTICE 

Information and Public Relations Department 
,Govt. of Jharkhand intends to invite Bid for 
Operation , Maintenance and Management (OMM) 
of their existing LED Display Board installed in 
different cities of Jharkhand State. The details Bid/ 
Tender document may be downloaded from the 
office website - prdjharkhand.in. 

Last date of submission of Tender is 26.09. 
2019 3.00 PM (Suchana Bhawan, Mayer's Road, 
Ranchi, Jharkhand) 

The Opening of Bid will be at 4.00 PM on the 
same day. 

Pre-Bid meeting on 20.09.2019 at 4 PM at 
Suchana Bhawan, Meur's Road, Ranchi. 

The undersigned reserved the right of amendment, 
addendum or even cancel the above Bid. 

Director 

PR 216511 (IPRD)19-20#D IPRD, Govt, of Jharkhand 

fjRt 3?®r cRj -tt 5t, tj[ 4, TTfr Wf m-ft 41 


HIMACHAL PRADESH 
PUBLIC WORKS 
DEPARTMENT 

INVITATION FOR BID (IFB) 

The Executive Engineer Jawali Division 
HP PWD Jawali on behalf of the 
Governor of Himachal Pradesh invites 
the item rate bids, in electronic tendering 
system from the eligible class of 
contractors registered with HPPWD for 
the works as detailed in the table. 

S.No.1:- 

Name of work:- Construction of Giran 
Khad Nodikut Jarpal upper Amlela to 
Amlela Joining Amlela Ghar Jarot road 
Km. 0/0 to 5/500(Phase-lll Km. 3/665 to 
5/500)under Nabard RIDF-XXV (SH:- 
C/0 5/7 mtr wide formation cutting, 
Passing places, Retaining walls, Cross 
Drainage works, Providing and laying 
GSB, WBM II &III, Tarring work side 
drains and parapets in Km. 3/665 to 
5/500). 

Estimated cost(Rs):- 20305264/- 

Starting date for downloading Bid:- 

03.10.2019 

Earnest money:- 235500/- 

Deadline for submission of Bid:- 

25.10.2019, 

Time limit:- One year, 

Cost of tender:- 5000/-, 

Eligible class of Contractor:- Aclass 

The bidders are advised to note other 
details of tenders from the Department 
website www.hptenders.qov.in opened 

on 26.10.2019. 

Sd/- 

Executive Engineer, 

Jawali Divn. HP PWD 
Jawali- 176023 
Telephone No. 01893264186 
e-mail ee-jaw-hp@nic.in 
For on behalf of Governor of H.P. 
HIM SUCHANA 
AVAN JAN SAMPARK 
HP/1912/19-20 


on campus. 

‘Masculine aggression’ 

It had argued that the elec¬ 
tions are fought on freebies 
and displays of “masculine 
aggression”, while agendas 
are missing. 

Holding placards derid¬ 
ing the elections and call¬ 
ing for the need to take up 
‘real issues’, the women 
marched from the Arts Fa¬ 
culty to Vijaynagar via 
Hudson Lane. 


H 

OPEN TENDER. NO.: EL/50/NIT/04 

(2019-20). Date: 05.09.2019 

Senior Divisional Electrical 
Engineer (General), West Central 
Railway, Kota for and on behalf of 
President of Union of India invites E- 
tenders for following work.(l) 
Tender No.: EL/50/36/2019-20 
Description of Work: Kota 
Division: Off Trade (Top portion & 
Battery maintenance) of passenger 
train No. 1 2059/1 2060, 
19803/19804,19805/19806, 
19807/19808,1 9809/1 9810, 
22981/22982,22983/22 984, 
59821/59822, 59811/59814 and 
59831/59834 for a period of three 
years. Approx, cost of the work: 
^ 2,07,53,288.64/- Cost of tender 
form: ? 10,000/- Earnest Money: 
? 2,53,800/- Completion Period: 
03 Years Date & Time for 
submission and opening: 
Submission on 01.10.2019 upto 
15.00 hrs. and opening at 15.15 hrs. 
The offer will be accepted only 
through E-Tendering on website 
http://www.ire os .gov, in/ . The 
bidders should have class III digital 
signature certificate and must be 
registered on I REPS portal. No 
tender is accepted manually. Please 
read tender terms & conditions 
before the tendering. 

Senior Divisional Electrical 
Engineer (General) 

West Central Railway, Kota 


During Rail Journey, Dial 138 for general 
complaints & Dial 182 for security complaints 


WEST CENTRAL RAILWAY 
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CITY 3 


DUTA opposes 
attack on 
Individual 
freedom’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi University 
Teachers’ Association (DU¬ 
TA) on Tuesday con¬ 
demned the “arbitrary use 
of instruments of the 
state” to intimidate dissent 
in reference to search op¬ 
eration at the residence of 
Hany Babu, an associate 
professor at the university. 

Mr. Babu has been 
teaching at the university 
for over a decade and has 
been a participant in strug¬ 
gles for academic free¬ 
dom, democratic rights, 
and social justice, the un¬ 
ion said. “Such raids with¬ 
out search warrants are 
against the very essence of 
democracy, individual 
freedom,” the group said. 
They also demanded an 
end to such “blatantly 
threatening postures to¬ 
wards voices of dissent 
and democracy”. 


Labourer gets trapped inside 
ditch during DJB work, rescued 

Part of the 10-ft-deep pit collapsed, critically injuring victim 


Elgaar Parishad case: police 
search DU profs Noida home 

No arrests made, only a few electronic devices seized, says investigating officer 


SHQU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

A team of the Pune police on 
Tuesday conducted searches 
at the residence of academic- 
activist Hany Babu M.T. in 
Noida in connection with the 
Elgaar Parishad case, said 
officials. 

The team comprised Assis¬ 
tant Commissioner of Police 
(Swargate division) Shivaji Pa- 
war, the investigating officer 
in the case; Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner of Police (Crime) Bach- 
chan Singh; and others. 

Mr. Pawar said no arrests 
had been made so far and 
that the police had seized 
some electronic devices. 

He said the search was 
conducted as per the FIR re¬ 
gistered at the Vishrambaug 
police station (in January last) 
under Sections 153 (a) (pro¬ 
moting enmity between diffe¬ 
rent groups on ground of reli¬ 



Associate Prof. Hany Babu 

M.T. "SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


gion, race etc), 505 1 (b) 
among others in connection 
with the ‘Elgaar Parishad’ 
held at Pune’s Shaniwarwada 
Fort on December 31,2017, as 
part of the bicentenary cele¬ 
brations of the Bhima-Kore- 
gaon battle. 

Mr. Babu’s wife Jenny Ro- 
wena alleged that the police 
searched their house for 
nearly six hours without a 
warrant and took away his 
laptop, mobile phone and 


pen drives along with other 
articles. 

A Facebook post by her 
read: “Today, the Pune police 
entered our house at 6.30 in 
the morning. They said that 
Hany Babu (my husband) 
who teaches at Delhi Univer¬ 
sity English Department, is 
involved in the Bhima Kore- 
gaon case and for this they 
could search the house with¬ 
out a search warrant. They 
searched the house for up to 
six hours, took three books 
and his laptop, phone, hard 
disks and pen drives. They 
just left now. [sic]” 

Noida Police Public Rela¬ 
tions Officer said they are not 
authorised to speak on tfi 
matter. Mr. Babu, an so 
ciate professor at P ’hi U ti- 
iversity, is alsc ffie *oc hn a - 
tor of the ‘Alim -e of c ,cial 
Justice’ and a ne^ bei of the 
‘Joint Acth n i ront .or Demo¬ 


cratic Education’. 

He was also a member of 
the ‘Committee for the De¬ 
fense and Release of Dr. G.N. 
Saibaba’, which had con¬ 
demned the rejection of per¬ 
manent bail to the incarcerat¬ 
ed DU academic accused of 
having Maoist links. 

Advocate Surendra G 
dling, who was the de mce 
counsel for profes c Saib 
ba, was arrested or T une 6 
last year by the 'une police 
along with fo r hers, in¬ 
cluding D 'it p blisher Sud- 
hir Dha ale, Nagpur Univer- 
sit [ ’oft or Shoma Sen and 
a avis Mahesh Raut and Ro- 
na Vilson for their alleged 
i iks with the outlawed Com¬ 
munist Party of India 
(Maoist) and their role in the 
‘Elgaar Parishad’ and the Bhi- 
ma-Koregaon clashes. 

(With inputs from 
Hemani Bhandari) 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 40-year-old labourer got 
trapped in a pit while repair¬ 
ing a Delhi Jal Board pipeline 
in north-east Delhi’s Shastri 
Nagar on Tuesday morning, 
le police said. 

Tabrez from Bihar was 
k jcued by fire service per¬ 
sonnel and rushed to a hos¬ 
pital where he is undergoing 
treatment, said Additional 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (North-East) R.P. 
Meena. 

The police said that a PCR 
call was received at 10.23 
a.m. and the caller informed 
them that a man had fallen 
into a pit at Zero Pushta 
Road where DJB pipeline re¬ 
pair work was under way. 
Delhi Fire Service officials 
were alerted and they 
rushed to the spot. 

They rescued him after 
which he was rushed to Jag 


We are not sure 
whether they had 
safety equipment or 
not but it will come 
up in the 
investigation 

DINESH MOHANIYA 
DJB vice-chairman 

Pravesh Chandra Hospital. 
The doctors told the police 
that the victim was critically 
injured following which he 
was referred to Guru Teg Ba¬ 
hadur Hospital. 

Under the debris 

During inquiry, the police 
were informed that a few la¬ 
bourers were working inside 
a pit for some repair work. 
“In the meantime, a part of 
the 10-feet deep pit col¬ 
lapsed and debris fell on the 
victim. Soon after this, he 
fell unconscious,” Mr. Meena 
said. 


A case under Sections 288 
(negligent conduct with res¬ 
pect to pulling down or re¬ 
pairing buildings) and 337 
(causing hurt by act endan¬ 
gering life or personal safety 
of others) of the Indian Pe¬ 
nal Code has been registered 
based on Tabrez’s brother 
Aslam’s complaint and in¬ 
vestigation is under way. 

Aslam allegedly told the 
police that the labourers 
were not wearing any safety 
gear at that time. 

DJB vice-chairman Dinesh 
Mohaniya said: “The work¬ 
ers were repairing a leakage 
in the water pipeline and 
were working under a con¬ 
tractor. At this point, we are 
not sure whether they had 
safety equipment or not but 
it will come up in the investi¬ 
gation. We are also exploring 
the possibility of giving com¬ 
pensation to the family of 
the worker.” 


They took books related to Maoist, I eft ideology: professor 

Hany Babu alleges that when he asked for a search warra it, "he officers said they did not need one 


‘Unwell’ tiger attacks 
animal keeper at zoo 

Victim suffered minor injuries on his hand 


HEMA NIBHANDARI 

NEW DELHI 

A team of Pune police 
searched the residence of 
Delhi University’s Associate 
Professor Hany Babu M.T. in 
Noida’s Sector 78 at 6.30 a.m. 
on Tuesday allegedly without 
a warrant. 

Mr. Babu told The Hindu 
that the officers were particu¬ 
larly interested in his books 
and seized four of them, all of 
which were related to 
“Maoist and Left ideology”. 

“They saw all the books, 
which were on varied sub¬ 
jects like terrorism, Kashmir, 
Dalit issues and more. Thev 
would take a look and pu 
them back. But if they found 
any book related to Maoist 
and Left ideology, they kept 


I asked them if 
they were trying to 
project that I am 
supporting Maoist 
ideology by taking 
the books. They 
said I should not 
ask anything 

HANY BABU M.T. 

Associate Professor at DU 

it aside,” he said 

Recalling the r. 'ng, the 
professor r 1 are 11 d 20 of¬ 
ficers in lua \g eight-ten 
from me oli ,e and the rest 
lo i oi ^ert came to his re- 
c ide ce a*id said they wanted 
to conduct a search in con¬ 
nection with the Elgar Par- 
ffiad case registered in 
Pune’s Vishrambaug police 


station in 2017. Whe Mi. ^>a- 
bu asked for a s 'arc war¬ 
rant, the pc’ lie gedly told 
him that it \ Tin t required. 

Passwords changed 
Thv pre 'ssor said the offic¬ 
ers told him that he was, so 
far only a suspect and so 
they were not arresting him. 
“During the search, they 
took my laptop, hard disks, 
pen drives and mobile 
phone. The laptop and hard 
disks contain my research 
work, which I have been do¬ 
ing for years. I don’t under¬ 
stand how the government 
agency can seize my work 
without telling me the rea¬ 
sons behind it,” he said. 

He added that the pass¬ 
words of his email IDs and 


mobile phones were changed 
and he was told that he can¬ 
not access them till the inves¬ 
tigation is over. 

Out of the four books the 
police took, two were pu¬ 
blished by the defense com¬ 
mittee in DU professor G.N. 
Saibaba case, he said. Saiba¬ 
ba was convicted on charges 
of having Maoist links. 

“They took Jawaharlal 
Nehru University Scholar Na- 
veen Babu’s MPhil disserta¬ 
tion titled ‘Varna to Jati’ and 
another book titled ‘Under¬ 
standing Maoists’ by N. Venu- 
gopal,” he said. 

“I have so many books on 
human rights as I participate 
in such movements. I asked 
them if they were trying to 
project that I am supporting 


Maoist ideology by taking the 
books. They said I should not 
ask anything and that they 
will take whatever is required 
for the probe,” he said. 

Mr. Babu said it’s a larger 
scheme to intimidate acti¬ 
vists and people who speak 
up for rights. 

No contact allowed 

“Since I have also been in¬ 
volved in the Saibaba com¬ 
mittee and other similar 
movements, the State wants 
to oppress me,” he said. 

The professor claimed 
that his daughter was not al¬ 
lowed to go to school as the 
search was under way and 
that the family wasn’t al¬ 
lowed to call friends or la¬ 
wyers. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

An animal keeper was on 
Tuesday morning attacked 
by an “unwell and dis¬ 
tressed” Bengal tiger in the 
Delhi zoo when he went to 
fill a water bowl for the fe¬ 
line, said officials. 

Zoo curator Riyaz Khan 
said the incident happened 
at 5 a.m. and zoo-keeper 
Fateh Singh suffered minor 
injuries on his right hand. 

He has been discharged 
from Ram Manohar Lohia 
Hospital. 

Mr. Singh was on the 
night shift and had gone to 
fill the tiger’s water bowl 


when the animal pounced 
on him. 

The eight-year-old tiger, 
Rama, is said to be unwell. 

A team of doctors from 
the Indian Veterinary Re¬ 
search Institute in Bareilly 
and zoo director Renu 
Singh had examined the 
animal late on Monday 
night, Mr. Khan said. 

“Late night inspection 
[in the smal hours of Tues¬ 
day] may have rattled the 
tiger,” he said, adding: The 
tiger was brought from the 
Mysore zoo in 2014. He has 
been unwell since July 27 
and has not been eating 
enough.” 


Duo on bike 
killed on 
Yamuna e-way 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NOIDA 

Two men died on Tuesday 
after their speeding mo¬ 
torcycle hit a railing on the 
Yamuna Expressway in 
Greater Noida and fell into 
a 30-foot-deep ditch, the 
police said. 

The incident took place 
at 9 a.m. when Gaurav 
Chauhan (45), and Pallav 
Gaur (32), reached Zero 
Point, the police said. 

“Gaurav from Aligarh 
and Pallav who belonged 
to Agra, both worked at a 
private company in Noi¬ 
da,” said Station House Of¬ 
ficer Knowledge Park Ar- 
vind Pathalc said. 
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Bars, cafes oppose order on destroying liquor 

Profits to take a dip even if revised rules are implemented, claim managers of establishments 



The August 30 order, a modification of the August 26 order, 
has exempted hotels with 4 stars and above. ■ file photo 


Teenager new to city 
gang-raped by two men 

Accused have been arrested: police 


IN BRIEF 


AAP gets support from 
sanitation workers, Dalits 

NEW DELHI 

Leaders associated with Safai 
Karmachari organisations and 
Dalit community along with 
hundreds of their workers 
joined AAP in the presence of 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
on Tuesday, the party said. 

Mr. Kejriwal said that the 
biggest contributors in 
forming the AAP government 
in Delhi are the sanitation 
workers and the people from 
the Dalit community. 

Man found dead at 
rented accommodation 

NEW DELHI 

A 28-year-old man was found 
dead at his rented 
accommodation in south-east 
Delhi's Lajpat Nagar IV on 
Tuesday, the police said. The 
deceased, Sunil Tamang, was 
from Nepal and was working 
at a restaurant here, they 
said. The police were 
informed about the incident 
by Tamang's landlord. When 
the officials reached the spot, 
they found him lying in a pool 
of blood with sharp cut 
wounds, DCP (South East) 
Chinmoy Biswal said. 

Double murder 
suspects held 
after encounter 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Two men were arrested on 
early Tuesday morning in 
connection with a sensa¬ 
tional double murder case 
in Greater Noida after an 
encounter with the police, 
officials said. 

The accused had alleg¬ 
edly killed two men and 
then dumped their bodies 
on a service road near the 
Depot metro station on 
September 3, they said. 

Yogesh alias Bachchi 
Singh and Sukhmeet Singh, 
both residents of Dadri, 
have at least 15 criminal 
cases, including those ol 
murder and robbery, regis¬ 
tered against them at va¬ 
rious police stations. They 
were arrested after an en¬ 
counter with the police, a 
senior official said 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Bars and clubs in the city are 
against the revised August 30 
order by the Delhi govern¬ 
ment to destroy alcohol that 
does not get sold within eight 
days at the “bar counters”. 

The move is to prevent 
adulteration of alcohol that 
happens in bar counters as 
bottles remain there for 
months, according to officials 
of the Department of Excise 
Entertainment and Luxury 
Tax. But bottles kept at stores 
of bars and clubs have no 
such restrictions. 

The Hindu met managers 
of six bars and cafes and all of 
them said that their profit will 
be affected if the order is im¬ 
plemented in the current 
form. The managers suggest¬ 
ed amendments to the order 
- from increasing the num¬ 
ber of days for which an 
opened bottle can be kept at 
the bar counter to the govern¬ 
ment increasing checking in¬ 
stead of the current order. 

But officials said that they 
would not withdraw the or- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 51-year-old official posted 
with the Defence Security 
Corps, which provides se¬ 
curity cover to defence ii - 
stallations, allegedlv shot 
himself inside the DR 30 
complex in north Delhi’s Ci¬ 
vil Lines area T lesday, 
the police a I. 

Nor *ei ~ /ered 
T sec irity official is a resi- 
den of P unjao, they said. 

“The police received in- 
foi .nation about the inci¬ 
dent at 9.58 a.m. A team 
rushed to the spot and shift¬ 
ed the victim to trauma 
centre where he was de¬ 
clared brought dead,” a se¬ 


der completely. 

According to the order, 
champagnes and sparkling 
wines are now allowed to be 
kept at bar counters for more 
than three days. For whiskey 
and vodka bottles of 750 ml 
with the MRP between ^1,501 
and ^4,500, the time limit is 
eight days. 

“Following the expiry of 
the abovesaid time limit, the 
stock of liquor that remains 
unserved should be removed 
from the bar counter and des- 


nior polio officer said. 

He s ot. imself with his 
ser ce i le. No note was re- 
covei d from the spot. 

His family members have 
en informed and they are 
coming to Delhi, they said. 

The deceased was posted 
in the security of the De¬ 
fence Research and Deve¬ 
lopment Organisation com¬ 
plex in Civil Lines. 

The police are trying to 
find out the reason why he 
took the extreme step, they 
said, adding that further in¬ 
vestigation is under way. 

Suicide prevention hel¬ 
pline: Sanjivini, Society for 
Mental Health , 011-4076 
9002, Monday-Saturday 
(10 a.m.-7.30p.m.) 


troyed within seven days,” 
the order read. 

The August 30 order, a 
modification of the August 26 
order, has exempted hotels 
with 4 stars and above. It ha' 
also exempted beer anUiq - 
or, whose 750 ml b le. 
MRP is below ^1,500 

Not practical 

Rajesh Kum , gv ieidi man¬ 
ager of OMC C? e in Con¬ 
naught I\ ce saiu that most of 
the liq ir th ey sell fall in the 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GURUGRAM 

The Gurugram traffic police 
have tied up with Google 
maps for dissemination of 
traffic related information in 
real time for public use. 

The information such as 
planned road closures, diver¬ 
sions, traffic alerts regarding 
road crash etc. is now shared 
by Gurugram traffic police 
with Google maps. Based on 
the information shared by 
the traffic police, Google 
maps immediately updates 
the information on its public 
maps. For instance, if traffic 
police plans to close a partic¬ 
ular road on a particular date 


^1,500 - ?4,500 category. 

“Whether it is Jack Daniels 
or Black Label or Red Label, 
they all fall in this category 
and it takes us 15 days to one 
month on an average to finish 
a bottle of these whiskeys. 
The crowd that comes to CP is 
middle class, who prefer 
cheaper alcohol. So, some¬ 
one might take a shot (30 ml) 
or two from a bottle and the 
remaining stock would taU 
time to be sold,” Mr. Kum r 
said. 

“Just because a' indfi 1 ol 
bars do illegal ti ngs, it 
doesn’t mean at you can 
come up ith rule s that will 
affect the *est f us who fol¬ 
low f, Tr. mar added. 

S ideep Singh, floor man- 
c er of Warehouse Cafe said 
dr their business will be af- 
'cted, but smaller clubs will 
be affected more. “Adultera¬ 
tion happens only in a few 
bars in some pockets and the 
government should not have 
come up with a limitation for 
everyone for it,” he said. 

Basant Singh, supervisor at 
Rodeo, a cafe, said that peo- 


and at a particular time for a 
proposed marathon, then 
this information is passed on 
to Google maps in advance. 
Google maps then shows the 
road as closed and automati¬ 
cally redirects the commu¬ 
ters to alternate roads. 

This mechanism has been 
tested on numerous occa¬ 
sions and was found to be 
working effectively, said a 
press statement issued by the 
Gurugram police. 

Hassle-free travel 

Similarly, if an accident takes 
place on a particular road, 
then this information is re¬ 
layed to Google maps in real 


pie mainly come to the cafe 
for their Mexican food. “Our 
focus is more on food and we 
do not play loud music or 
have a dance floor. So, it takes 
more time to sell a bottle of 
alcohol.” 

Rakesh Yadav, assistant 
manager of another cafe, too 
had a similar opinion. “The 
au lorities should decide the 
r an her of days within which 
a be ede should be sold de¬ 
pending on the seating capac¬ 
ity and whether the place has 
a dance floor among other 
things. Else the policy will not 
work.” 

But some are warming up 
for the implementation of the 
new order. “If it is imple¬ 
mented, then we will have to 
manage the bar counter bet¬ 
ter and keep the bar atten¬ 
dee informed about what all 
bottles have been opened 
and to finish them soon. But 
we are meeting the excise of¬ 
ficials again and hope they 
will amend it,” said general 
manager of a pub in Con¬ 
naught Place, who did not 
wish to be named. 


time and commuters who are 
stuck in the resulting traffic 
jam can see on Google maps 
that the congestion is being 
caused due to a road acci¬ 
dent ahead. 

The basic idea behind this 
arrangement is to prompt 
commuters to make intelli¬ 
gent choices in order to make 
their commuting experience 
hassle-free. 

Earlier, traffic police had 
to force people to take alter¬ 
nate routes whenever road 
closures occurred. But now, 
with people having access to 
information in real time, 
they can plan their travel jud¬ 
iciously. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 16-year-old girl from West 
Bengal, who had come to 
the city for work three 
months ago, was allegedly 
gang-raped by two men in 
west Delhi’s Moti Nagar on 
Monday, the police said on 
Tuesday. 

The accused have been 
arrested, they said. Addi¬ 
tional Deputy Commission¬ 
er of Police (West) Sameer 
Sharma said one of the ac¬ 
cused has been identified as 
a labourer. Both of them are 
from Basai Darapur. 

The police said they re¬ 
ceived a PCR call from ESI 
Hospital’s security supervi¬ 
sor at 3.30 a.m. on Tuesday 
stating that a teenager was 
standing near the hospital 
and appeared to be lost. On 
reaching the spot, the offic¬ 
ers asked her a few ques¬ 
tions. “She could not tell the 
place of the incident and al¬ 
so failed to give the address 
of her employer as she was 
new to the city. She was 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 24-year-old man was 
killed allegedly by his wife 
and her paramour in outer 
north Delhi’s Samaypur Ba- 
dli. The accused have been 
arrested, the police said on 
Tuesday. 

Deputy Commissioner 
of Police (Outer North) 
Gaurav Sharma said that 
the victim has been identi¬ 
fied as Sonu alias Jhandu, a 
resident of Sisodiya Mohal- 
la. 

The police said that on 
Monday morning, they re¬ 
ceived a PCR call around 7 
a.m. from Sonu’s brother. 
When the police reached 
the spot, they found Sonu 


then counselled,” Mr. Shar¬ 
ma said. 

Subsequently, the victim 
allegedly told the police that 
she had come to the city 
three months ago and start¬ 
ed working as domestic 
help. “Her employer had 
asked her to bring some 
household items at 9 a.m. 
on Monday when the inci¬ 
dent happened. After this, 
she decided to go to a park 
where the accused noticed 
her,” Mr. Sharma said. 

At first, the men befriend¬ 
ed her and took her to an 
isolated spot behind ESI 
Hospital on the pretext of 
providing her a job with ac¬ 
commodation. They then 
took turns to rape her, the 
police said. 

Based on a complaint, a 
case on charges of gangrape 
and under Protection of 
Children from Sexual Of¬ 
fences Act was registered. 
With the help of CCTV foot¬ 
age and local enquiry, the 
accused were identified, the 
police added. 


lying dead on the floor with 
strangulation marks on his 
neck after which a murder 
case was registered. 

During investigation, it 
was found that Sonu was 
sleeping with his wife and 
their one-year-old daught¬ 
er when the incident 
happened. 

“When call records of 
the victim’s wife were exa¬ 
mined, it was found that 
she was in an extramarital 
relationship with one Sagar 
and that the two were plan¬ 
ning to run away. The two 
were picked up for ques¬ 
tioning and during sus¬ 
tained interrogation, they 
confessed to the crime,” 
Mr. Sharma said. 


Security official found 
dead at DRDO comple. 

His family on the way to Capitt 1 


Gurugram Police ties up with 
Google for traffic updates 

Information on traffic alerts to be shared through platform 


Woman strangles husband 
to death with lover’s help 

Accused confessed to the crime, arrested 


Over 6,400 hectares accumulated 
under DDA’s land pooling policy 

Three sectors likely to be qualified for development 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

With registration of land par¬ 
cels for the land pooling pol¬ 
icy ending on September 6, 
the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) said that 
the total amount of land 
pooled stood at 6,407 hec¬ 
tares. 

The online registration 
for the policy was launched 
in February this year for a 
period of six months. Ho¬ 
wever, after a slow start, the 
urban body extended the 
deadline for registration by a 
month to September. 

With around 3,268 hec¬ 
tares, 1,691 hectares and 
1,248 hectares of land ac¬ 
cumulated in three of the 
zones, they are likely to be 
qualified for development. 

“Extensive exercise is be¬ 
ing taken up to check the 
eligibility of the sectors for 


development purposes,” 
said a DDA official. 

Eligibility criteria 

Under the Land Pooling Pol¬ 
icy, which was approved by 
the Centre in October last 
year, land parcels of any size 
could be registered for pool¬ 
ing. However, a minimum of 
70% contiguous land is re¬ 
quired for the sector to be 
eligible for development. 

DDA officials also added 
that the ownership of land 
details submitted by appli¬ 
cants while registering will 
now be verified from the re¬ 
venue department of the 
Delhi government. 

“Sectors that achieve 70% 
contiguous land in a sector 
after verification shall be ta¬ 
ken up for development for 
which DDA will issue a not¬ 
ice to constituent land own¬ 
ers to form a consortium 


(duly registered in accor¬ 
dance with law) as a single 
legal entity under the policy 
and prepare an implementa¬ 
tion plan. The consortium 
formed will be required to 
prepare an implementation 
plan in consultation with 
constituent land owners and 
sign a formal contract agree¬ 
ment among themselves be¬ 
fore applying to DDA,” the 
official said. 

In a statement issued, the 
urban body added: “Land 
pooling policy will be a key 
input in economic, social, 
and civic development of the 
city and is likely to generate 
immense investment oppor¬ 
tunities and trigger a boost 
in the economy. The city le¬ 
vel development in these 
green field areas will provide 
world class transport, social 
and physical infrastructure 
system.” 


Bungeejumping 



Monkeys in a playful mood near a pond on a hot afternoon at Rajpath in New Delhi on Tuesday, -r.v. moorthy 


March to 
Ravidas temple 
site stopped 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Scores of people march¬ 
ing to offer prayers at the 
Ravidas temple site in 
Tughlakabad on Tuesday, 
a month after it was de¬ 
molished on Supreme 
Court orders, were 
stopped by the police just 
short of the location. 

Close to a hundred peo¬ 
ple, who had gathered at 
the Guru Ravidas Marg 
here and marched to¬ 
wards the temple site, 
performed rituals on the 
road after they were 
stopped by the police. 

“We have made adeq¬ 
uate security arrange¬ 
ments and have not al¬ 
lowed the people to reach 
the temple site. The ri¬ 
tuals were performed 
peacefully,” Joint Com¬ 
missioner of Police 
(Southern Range) Devesh 
Srivastava said. 


Expansion of health infrastructure at its fastest: AAP govt. 

A report submitted to CM states that 13,899 beds are being added to government hospitals in the city 


Tiwari accuses Kejriwal of stealing 
‘credit’ for bringing down pollution 

AAP hits back with sarcastic reply to BJP MP’s remarks 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The AAP government on 
Tuesday claimed that the ex¬ 
pansion of the public health 
infrastructure in Delhi is be¬ 
ing executed at its fastest 
pace, according to a report 
submitted to Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal. 

The report was submitted 
to the Chief Minister by 
Health Minister Satyendar 
Jain on the status of the Del¬ 
hi government’s programme 
for expansion of the public 
health infrastructure in the 
Capital in relation to the 
scope and nature of the de¬ 
partment’s plan to build 
new hospitals, expand exist¬ 
ing hospitals and add spe¬ 
cialised treatment services 




Satyendar Jain 


in existing hospitals. 

“The report states that in 
addition to the existing ca¬ 
pacity of 11,353 beds in 38 
Delhi government hospitals, 
a total capacity of 13,899 
beds is being added. Three 
hospitals, with a capacity of 
approximately 2,800 beds 



are set to open in the next 
six months,” the Delhi go¬ 
vernment said in a 
statement. 

State-of-the-art facilities 

According to the statement, 
the Indira Gandhi Hospital 
in Dwarlca, with 1,241 beds 
will be the largest hospital in 
west Delhi with state-of-the- 
art facilities. Similarly, two 
hospitals with approximate¬ 
ly 772 and 600 beds respec¬ 
tively are nearing comple¬ 
tion in Burari and Ambedkar 
Nagar. 

A new mother and child 
block, the statement said 
further, had been cleared by 
the Cabinet for Lai Bahadur 
Shastri Hospital, Khichripur 



with 460 beds, and the ten¬ 
dering has been completed. 
Four new hospitals, one 
each in Sarita Vihar, Madi- 
pur, Hastsal and Jwalapuri 
will be brought before the 
Expenditure Finances Com¬ 
mittee (EFC) in the coming 
week. 

“Plans for the construc¬ 
tion have already been 
drawn. The total capacity of 
these new hospitals will be 
2,200. Additionally, a 100 
bedded hospital each in Bin- 
dapur and Siraspur has also 
been approved, and the ten¬ 
dering will be initiated 
soon,” the statement said 
further. 

However, the largest 
share of the expanded ca¬ 
pacity was from the projects 



to construct new blocks for 
existing hospitals of the Del¬ 
hi government. A capacity of 
5,739 beds is being added in 
15 existing hospitals, with si¬ 
multaneous remodelling in 
all hospitals, the statement 
said further. 

After receiving the report, 
the Chief Minister said: “The 
expansion of public health 
infrastructure in Delhi is un¬ 
precedented. It is the largest 
programme for improving 
access to healthcare anywh¬ 
ere in the world. The total in¬ 
crease in capacity that is cur¬ 
rently under way in terms of 
bed capacity is more than 
122%. But this is not just 
about the number of beds, 
but also about the quality of 
facilities provided.” 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi BJP chief Manoj Tiwari 
on Tuesday accused Chief 
Minister Arvind Kejriwal of 
spreading “white lies” and 
trying to “steal” credit for 
bringing down air pollution 
levels in the city which goes 
to the Narendra Modi-led 
Centre. 

Mr. Tiwari, at a press con¬ 
ference, alleged that the AAP 
government did not do 
anything to combat air pol¬ 
lution and also did not fol¬ 
low directions of the CPCB 
regarding the steps to check 
air pollution in the Capital. 

In response, AAP chief 



spokesperson Saurabh Bha- 
radwaj said Mr. Tiwari 
should take all the credit for 
reduced pollution in the na¬ 
tional capital and hold Mr. 
Kejriwal responsible for high 
pollution levels in Ghazia- 
bad and Gurugram. 

“We agree with Manoj Ti¬ 
wari. Let the BJP take all the 
credit for reducing pollution 
in Delhi. Let Arvind Kejriwal 
be responsible for rising pol¬ 
lution levels in Noida and 
Gurugram because Kejriwal 
is not letting Yogi ji and Khat- 
tar ji work in Uttar Pradesh 
and Haryana,” Mr. Bharad- 
waj said. 

On his part, Mr. Tiwari 



claimed that there were facts 
to “expose” Mr. Kejriwal on 
the issue. “Kejriwal has been 
taking credit for considera¬ 
ble reduction in air pollution 
through white lies. He 
should stop stealing credit 
for it which goes to various 
efforts undertaken by the 
Modi government since 
2014,” he alleged. 

The north-east Delhi MP’s 
allegations in this regard 
came after Mr. Kejriwal, on 
Friday, said that there is a 
25% reduction in the overall 
pollution level because of 
measures taken by the AAP 
government and others over 
the last three years. 
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Oppn. cries foul as Punjab govt, 
appoints 6 MLAs as advisers to CM 

AAP says move an attempt to bypass constitutional cap; warns of legal action 



Chief Minister Amarinder Singh being presented with a sword 
by Shiromani Akali Dal leader Upinderjit Kaur at Gurdwara Sri 
Ber Sahib in Kapurthala on Tuesday. ■ pti 


VIKAS VASUDEVA 
CHANDIGARH 

The decision of the Punjab 
government to appoint six 
Congress legislators as Minis¬ 
ter-rank advisers to Chief Mi¬ 
nister Amarinder Singh has 
come under severe criticism 
from the Opposition parties, 
which on Tuesday accused 
the government of overbur¬ 
dening the State exchequer. 

Five of the MLAs appoint¬ 
ed by the government are in 
the rank and status of Cabi¬ 
net Minister while one is in 
the rank and status of Minis¬ 
ter of State. 

Demand for withdrawal 

Leader of the Opposition and 
Aam Aadmi Party MLA Har- 
pal Singh Cheema warned 
that if the decision is not im¬ 
mediately withdrawn, the 
party will explore legal reme¬ 
dies as the move is an at¬ 
tempt to “bypass the consti¬ 
tutional cap on the size of the 
State Cabinet”. 

“When Punjab is already 


struggling with huge debt 
burden, giving Cabinet Minis¬ 
ter-level amenities to MLAs 
will bring great loss to the pu¬ 
blic exchequer,” he said. 

“We are exploring legal re¬ 
medies if the State govern¬ 
ment does not immediately 
take its decision back,” added 
Mr. Cheema. 

The five MLAs in Cabinet 
Minister-rank are Kushaldeep 


Dhillon (Faridkot), Amrinder 
Raja Warring (Gidderbaha), 
Sangat Singh Gilzian (Urmar), 
Inderbir Bolaria (Amritsar) 
and Kuljit Nagra (Fatehgarh 
Sahib). Tarsem Singh (Attari) 
has been accorded the rank 
of Minister of State. 

The Shiromani Akali Dal 
also condemned the Con¬ 
gress government for bur¬ 
dening the State exchequer. 


Former Minister Bikram 
Singh Majithia said “it seems 
the Congress is trying to save 
its government from collapse 
and has in this process decid¬ 
ed to fritter away the scarce 
resources of the State to its 
partymen”. 

“With the latest addition, 
the total number of political 
appointees in the State go¬ 
vernment have risen to 26. 
What’s the logic of the move 
except to fatten its legislators 
at the exchequer’s expense,” 
said Mr. Majithia. 

BJP’s national secretary 
Tarun Chugh told reporters 
that the decision was an at¬ 
tempt to circumvent the Con¬ 
stitution (91st Amendment 
Act, 2003. Mr. Chug sair nai 
under the law, the stm gth of 
Ministers canr t e: :ec ' 15% 
of the total mp» beis of the 
House. With ! injc Assemb¬ 
ly having 1 ! R As me maxi¬ 
mum stre^ Th Oi the Council 
of M ; listers m be 18, and in- 
dudir , t e CM, the State al- 
r e> ly , 17 Ministers. 


Chinmayanand case: SIT sleuths 
search woman’s hostel room 

Team spends six hours looking for evidence on rape charge 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

SHAHJAHANPUR (U.P.) 

Members of a Special Inves¬ 
tigation Team here on Tues¬ 
day searched the hostel 
room of the student who has 
accused BJP leader Swami 
Chinmayanand of raping 
and “physically exploiting” 
her for a year. 

The SIT members, accon 
panied by forensic ey pei s, 
spent nearly six hour attl ; 
hostel room to dec e i- 
dence in connection with 
her allegation agamst the 
former TJ -liV. 1\ nister, col¬ 
lege sou ’ess id. 

The stu ?nt and her fami- 
1 nen hers accompanied 
the 5 T members during the 
se Ten, they said. 

fhe team, which reached 
the hostel around noon, re¬ 
mained there till 5.45 pm, 
examining the postgraduate 
student’s belongings. After 
the search, the room was 
locked and sealed. 

The SIT, headed by In¬ 
spector General Naveen Aro- 
ra, was set up by the Uttar 
Pradesh government on a 



Jwami Chinmayanand 


Supreme Court directive. 

The college principal said 
though the room in which 
the student was staying was 
meant for two people, but 
she lived there alone. 

No rape case yet 

Police sources said no rape 
case was registered till Tues¬ 
day evening against Mr. 
Chinmayanand after she 
lodged a zero FIR in New 
Delhi. The woman appeared 
before the press on Monday, 
alleging that the BJP leader 
had raped her, and also 
“physically exploited” her 
for one year. 

She told mediapersons 


that the Shahjahanpur pol¬ 
ice were reluctant to register 
a rape case against the 72- 
year-old former MP. 

“On Sunday, the SIT 
quizzed me for about 11 
hours. I told them about the 
rape. Even after telling them 
everything, they have not ar¬ 
rested Chinmayanand yet,” 
she said. 

She alleged that when her 
father lodged a complaint 
with the police here about 
her physical exploitation, 
Shahjahanpur District Ma¬ 
gistrate Indra Vikram Singh 
“issued threats”, asking him 
to file “a missing complaint” 
instead. 

“I have all the proof. The 
hostel room where I lived 
has been sealed. It should be 
opened in front of the me¬ 
dia,” she said, adding that 
she would give the proof, in¬ 
cluding video clips, at an op¬ 
portune time. 

“He (Chinmayanand) has 
ruined lives of many girls. I 
am the only one to muster 
the courage and stand up,” 
she added. 


Action against 
IIT teacher over 
‘inappropriate 
conduct’plaint 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KANPUR 

A foreign girl student le¬ 
velled allegations of “inap¬ 
propriate conduct” against 
a faculty member, prompt¬ 
ing the IIT-Kanpur to re¬ 
move him immediately 
from his teaching responsi¬ 
bilities, the institute said 
on Tuesday. 

“Last week, a complaint 
was filed by a girl student 
against a faculty member 
for inappropriate con¬ 
duct,” the premier institu¬ 
tion said in a statement 
here. “The internal com¬ 
plaints committee of the in¬ 
stitute started investiga¬ 
tions under the the Sexual 
Harassment of Women at 
Workplace Act following 
the Supreme Court guide¬ 
lines.” 

“Immediately, on re¬ 
commendations of the pa¬ 
nel, the faculty member 
was removed from teach¬ 
ing responsibilities of the 
course in which the girl 
student was registered,” 
the institute said. 


5INLD MLAs disqualified 
from Haryana Assembly 

Four leaders have joined JJP, one BJP 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

Five legislators of the Indian 
National Lok Dal (INLD), 
four of whom switched sides 
to the Jannayak Janta Party 
(JJP) and one to the BJP, 
were disqualified on Tues¬ 
day as members of the Ha¬ 
ryana Assembly under the 
anti-defection law by Speak¬ 
er Kanwar Pal. 

The decision has come 
just a month ahead of the As 
sembly polls in Haryana. 

Those disqualified in¬ 
clude Dabwali MLA Naina 
Singh Chautala, wife of Ajay 
Singh Chautala and mother 
of JJP leader Dushyant Chau¬ 
tala. The other legislators 
are Anoop Dhanak (Uklana), 
Rajdeep Phogat (Dadri), Pir- 


thi Singh (Narwana) and Na- 
seem Ahmad (Ferozepur 
Jhirka). 

INLD leaders Bah Tan 
Singh and Abhay Singh C \h- 
uata had filed petitions be¬ 
fore the Speaker _ .king dis- 
qualification o nve 

MLAs unde % e anl defec¬ 
tion law. 

Wh ‘ Mi d; chi, Mr. Raj- 
dee , Ms. i ina and Mr. 
n haL k jomeu the JJP, Mr. 
Ahmad arst switched over to 
the Congress and later came 
) the BJP fold. 

Since the split in the INLD 
last year and the formation 
of the JJP, both parties are 
going through a rough phase 
with some of their leaders 
joining the opposite camp. 

(With PTI inputs) 


Violence mars Muharram 
procession in M.P.’s Shajapur 

A It st three two-wheelers set on fire, say police 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

«HAJAPUR (M.P) 

Violence and arson marred a 
Muharram procession in Sha¬ 
japur in Madhya Pradesh, the 
police said on Tuesday. 

The incident occurred late 
night on Monday when 
stones were hurled in the di¬ 
rection of the procession in 
Nathwada area of the city. 

Amid pandemonium, 
some people set at least three 
two-wheelers on fire, 
prompting the police to use 
mild force to disperse the 
mob, said Shajapur Superin¬ 
tendent of Police Pankaj 
Shrivastava. 

Details of injuries to any¬ 
body, if any, are not available. 


The procession was held 
peacefully after the police 
brought the situation under 
control. 

A case or arson and rioting 
has been registered against 


unidentified persons and in¬ 
vestigation is on, the SP said. 

The police held a series of 
meetings with various groups 
on Tuesday to ensure that 
peace prevails in the city. 



A Muharram procession in Bhopal on Tuesday, -a.m. faruqui 


Drunken men in LS Speaker’s train 
compartment create ruckus, 5 held 

Arrests made in Mathura; liquor bottles seized from AC coach 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MATHURA 

Five men were arrested for 
allegedly drinking and creat¬ 
ing a ruckus in a train com¬ 
partment which was also oc¬ 
cupied by Lok Sabha 
Speaker Om Birla. 

The arrests were made on 
12416 Intercity Express, tra¬ 
velling from Delhi to Indore, 
at the Mathura station 
around 1 a.m. on Monday, an 
Inspector of the Railway Pro¬ 
tection Force said. 

Travelling from Delhi 

Shortly after the train left 
Hazrat Nizamuddin railway 
station, the five men from 
Delhi and Gurugram, who 
were in an AC coach coupe 



Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla 


adjacent to the one in which 
Mr. Birla was travelling to 
Kota, started creating a ruck¬ 
us, the police said. 

When the Speaker sent 
his PA, Raghavendra, to look 
into the matter, the five men 
got into a spat with the assis¬ 
tant. Mr. Birla then asked Mr. 
Raghavendra to inform the 


railway authorities about the 
incident. 

A railway police squad ar¬ 
rested the five men when the 
train arrived in Mathura, 
they said. Liquor bottles 
were recovered from the 
AC-I coupe occupied by the 
men, police said. 

Vikas Dagar, Rajeev, Ma- 
noj Kumar, residents of New 
Delhi, and Preetam and 
Amarjeet Singh from Guru- 
gram were booked under 
Section 145 of the Railways 
Act, which deals with drun¬ 
ken behaviour in trains, the 
RPF inspector said. 

On interrogation, the ar¬ 
rested men confessed to 
creating a ruckus after con¬ 
suming liquor, he added. 


Man gets 
himself killed 
for insurance 
payout to kin 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JAIPUR 

A man in Rajasthan’s Bhil- 
wara district got himself 
murdered so that his family 
members could claim ?50 
lakh insurance he had 
bought and spend the rest 
of their life in comfort. 

Balbir Kharol (38), a mo¬ 
neylender, took the bizarre 
decision not because he 
was debt-ridden, but be¬ 
cause he failed to recover 
money from people who 
had taken loans from him, 
according to police. 

The two accused, Rajvir 
Singh and Sunil Yadav, who 
were arrested on Monday 
for killing Kharol, revealed 
during interrogation that 
the moneylender was in¬ 
itially considering to or¬ 
chestrate his death in an ac¬ 
cident but was doubtful he 
might survive, Superinten¬ 
dent of Police Harendra 
Mahawar said on Tuesday. 

“This is a very unusual 
thing, but this is what the 
murder accused have re¬ 
vealed,” the SP said. 

Kharol had lent nearly 
?20 lakh to different people 
but was unable to recover 
the amount. For the last six 
months, he did not receive 
any payment, Mr. Mahawar 
said. He then planned his 
own murder so that his fa¬ 
mily can get the insured 
amount and lead an easy 
life, the officer said. 

Kharol had bought the 
insurance policy from a 
private bank a month ago 
and paid the first premium. 
He then hired Singh and Ya¬ 
dav and promised to pay 
them ^80,000 for execut¬ 
ing the murder, the SP said. 
The accused were arrested 
on the basis of Kharol’s call 
details and a CCTV footage. 



Finance Commission assures of 
action on Rajasthan’s demands 

There will be no injustice to the State, says N.K. Singh 


MOHA MMED IQBAL 

JAIPUR 

The 15th Finance Commis¬ 
sion has assured of action on 
the Rajasthan government’s 
demand for additional funds 
with the sympathetic consid¬ 
eration of factors such as dif¬ 
ficult geography, heteroge¬ 
neous society, limited 
resources and future needs. 
The commission completed 
its four-day visit to the State 
on Monday. 

Finance Commission 
Chairman N.K. Singh said 
the State government had 
worked in several fields, 
such as health, education, 
drinking water and renewa¬ 
ble energy in the last eight 
months. He said though the 
State had its own set of pro¬ 
blems, the commission was 
satisfied with the priority ac¬ 
corded to solar and renewa¬ 
ble energy. 

“We will certainly have 
sympathy for Rajasthan and 



Finance Commission 
Chairman N.K. Singh 


there will be no injustice,” 
Mr. Singh said. 

CM’s demands 

Chief Minister Asholc Gehlot 
has affirmed that the State 
government ensured effec¬ 
tive financial management 
of its resources and com¬ 
plied with the Fiscal Respon¬ 
sibility and Budget Manage¬ 
ment Act despite the huge 
debt pressure on the 
exchequer. 

Mr. Gehlot demanded ad¬ 


ditional funds for drinking 
and irrigation water, educa¬ 
tion and health facilities, de¬ 
velopment of roads, energy, 
information technology and 
tourism sectors. He also said 
the share of States in Central 
taxes should be increased 
from 42% to 50% in view of 
the mandatory expenditure 
on the subjects allocated to 
them and the amount spent 
on the services being 
provided. 

The Chief Minister said 
the Centre should compen¬ 
sate the States by 2024-25 for 
the deficit incurred by the 
latter for not increasing the 
revenue generated from 
GST. While seeking the 
States’ share in the cess and 
surcharge imposed by the 
Centre, Mr. Gehlot request¬ 
ed the Finance Commission 
to recommend that the 
States be given share in the 
Union government’s non-tax 
revenue as well. 


Rain havoc 



A portion of an old two-storeyed building collapsed in Bhopal's busy Marwari Road area amid heavy rain on Tuesday. No one 
was injured in the incident as part of the structure, in which four families stayed, stood intact. ■ pti 


Unemployment data incorrect, no one losing jobs, says Nityanand Rai 

‘Improving infrastructure, big companies investing in various sectors, crores of people taking loans under MUDRA scheme point to job creation’ 



SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

Amid reports of growing un¬ 
employment and a hobbling 
economy, Union Minister of 
State for Home Affairs Nitya¬ 
nand Rai on Tuesday said un¬ 
employment figures were in¬ 
correct and no one was 
losing jobs. 

Speaking to reporters in 
Bhopal, he said, “The infras¬ 
tructure is improving, big 
companies are investing in 
various sectors, agricultural 
production has improved 
and crores of people are tak¬ 
ing loans under the MUDRA 



scheme. This shows employ¬ 
ment is increasing.” 

Asserting that the country 
was on the path towards be¬ 
coming a five trillion-dollar 
economy, he said, “There are 
some areas that need to be 
worked on and the govern¬ 
ment is making efforts to im¬ 
prove the situation. The 
country’s economy is strong 
and will continue to be.” 

Chandrayaan-2 success 

As for the Chandrayaan-2 
mission, he said, everyone 
was praising its success. 
“While all the other coun¬ 



tries have focused on the 
north pole of the moon, India 
tried to land its lander near 
the south pole. Just when lan¬ 
der Vikram was 2.1 km away 
from the surface, it lost con¬ 
nection and there were hur¬ 
dles in communication.” 

Despite this, he added, 
that the orbiter was continu¬ 
ing to send signals back and 
would provide several photo¬ 
graphs of the moon and new 
information. “Our scientists, 
with readiness and precision, 
have tried their best for the 
success of Chandrayaan-2.” 

As regards the Centre’s de¬ 


cision to reopen investiga¬ 
tions in seven anti-Sikh riot 
cases, one allegedly involving 
Chief Minister Kamal Nath, 
Mr. Rai said: “People who are 
not accused, must not be 
scared. The SIT will do its 
own investigation.” 

On a query whether the 
Centre would do anything 
about the States, including 
Madhya Pradesh, that have 
refused to implement the 
new Motor Vehicles Act, he 
appealed to them to imple¬ 
ment it for the sake of peo¬ 
ple’s safety. “You may have 
noticed the number of fines 


in the past two-three days 
have come down. This is be¬ 
cause people are under¬ 
standing it is for their safety. 
It is not about the Centre or 
the States, but about eve¬ 
ryone’s safety,” he said. 

Stating that the dilution of 
Article 370 had strengthened 
the country’s unity, he said, 
“In the name of progress, 
several crores of rupees were 
sent to Jammu and Kashmir, 
yet it stayed away from deve¬ 
lopment. Now, it’s united 
with the mainstream India 
and will not face terrorism 
anymore.” 


• • • 
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Experts survey buildings 
damaged due to metro work 

Shifted 686 affected residents, says Kolkata metro official 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KOLICATA 

International experts en¬ 
gaged by the Kolkata Metro 
Railway Corporation Ltd on 
Tuesday surveyed some of 
the damaged buildings in 
Bowbazar, several of which 
have crumbled owing to sev¬ 
ere ground loss in the area 
caused by puncturing of an 
aquifer during tunnel boring 
work for the East-West Metro 
corridor. 

A senior KMRCL official 
said a five-member team sur¬ 
veyed the damaged buildings 
which are in a precarious 
condition and have to be de- 



Sonne of the damaged 
buildings in the Bowbazar 
area in Kolkata. -pti 

molished and the lesser 
damaged houses that can be 
repaired. 

“The experts surveyed 11 
buildings on Tuesday and 
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this will continue till all the 
houses in the affected area 
are checked for stability and 
other factors,” the official 
said. 

“We have shifted 686 resi¬ 
dents of the affected build¬ 
ings to hotels till Monday,” 
KMRCL general manager, ad¬ 
ministration, A.K. Nandy 
said. 

People have been evacuat¬ 
ed from around 60 houses. 

The Kolkata metro, which 
has promised to repair or re¬ 
build the damaged houses in 
the area, has started disburs¬ 
ing ?51akh compensation to 
each of the displaced 
families. 


Boy lulled in 
roof collapse 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MALDA 

A boy was killed and three 
children and a woman 
were critically injured in a 
roof collapse in West Ben 
gal’s Malda district, the 
police said. The inc ieu 
occurred at Noc our 
Dakshin Mond\l E ra vil¬ 
lage on Monday ligL 
“The vie ims were 
watching, T lul airam pro¬ 
cession fre an under- 
cn ist net n building. Sud- 
cl dy, section of it col- 
lap, d, causing severe 
ir juries to the five people 
beneath it. While one per¬ 
son died in hospital, the re¬ 
maining four are critical,” 
an officer of Manikchak 
police station said. 
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Jumbo meal 



A herd of wild elephants from the ne«. by Rani Forest Reserve feed on water hyacinths in the wetlands at Deepor Beel on the 
outskirts of Guwahati on Tuesday, pti 


Amit Shah to hold meeting with 
Bengal BJP unit in Delhi today 

i n id ongoing tussle among warring factions; meet a routine one, says Ghosh 


PkESS TRUST OF INDIA 

KOLKATA 

BJP national president Amit 
Shah will hold a meeting of 
top party leaders from Ben¬ 
gal in the national capital on 
Wednesday amid the ongo¬ 
ing tussle in the unit. 

Party sources said on 
Tuesday that State BJP presi¬ 
dent Dilip Ghosh and senior 
leader Mukul Roy will take 
part in the meeting which 
will discuss organisational is¬ 
sues and the upcoming par¬ 
ty organisational elections in 
the State. 

Mr. Ghosh said the meet¬ 
ing is a routine one and de¬ 
nied that there would be dis¬ 
cussions on his differences 
with Mr. Roy.. 



“Every two months we 
have such meetings on or¬ 
ganisational progress in the 
State. All the organisational 
issues will be discussed”. 

But State BJP sources said 
the differences between Mr. 
Roy and Mr. Ghosh will be 
discussed during the 
meeting. 

The differences between 


the two leaders came out in 
the open over induction of 
former Kolkata Mayor Sovan 
Chatterjee and his friend 
Baisakhi Banerjee on August 
14 at the BJP headquarters in 
Delhi. 

Mr. Chatterjee had recent¬ 
ly said he would quit the par¬ 
ty if TMC MLA Debashree 
Roy joins the party. He had 
expressed his desire to quit 
the saffron party barely after 
two weeks of joining it as he 
“felt humiliated” due to cer¬ 
tain remarks by State unit 
leaders. 

Mr. Ghosh dismissed Mr. 
Chatterjee’s allegation say¬ 
ing no one can join it by set¬ 
ting any “precondition” and 
every member has to abide 


by the rules and regulations 
of the party. 

“At a time when people of 
Bengal are looking at us (BJP) 
as an alternative, differences 
between the two top leaders 
of the State unit has not gone 
down well with the central 
leadership and has sent out a 
wrong message to the 
cadres,” a senior State BJP 
leader said. 

Buoyed by its perfor¬ 
mance in the Lok Sabha elec¬ 
tion when it had bagged 18 
out of a total 42 Lok Sabha 
seats in Bengal, only four 
less than the TMC, BJP lead¬ 
ers have been asserting that 
their next target is to unseat 
Mamata Banerjee from pow¬ 
er in the 2021 State polls. 


Cuttack traffic 
police launch 
awareness drive 


CORR ESPONDENT 

CUTTACK 

A day after the Odisha go¬ 
vernment decided on a 
three-month moratorium 
on levying hefty fines as per 
the provisions of the Motor 
Vehicle (Amendment) 
Act-2019, the Cuttack traffic 
police were on Tuesday 
seen spreading awareness 
about traffic rules. 

Taking the help of cine 
stars, the policemen distri¬ 
buted howers, chocolates 
and Thank You’ cards to 
two-wheeler riders and 
light motor vehicle drivers, 
who wore helmets and tied 
their safety belts. “We have 
decided to augment the 
awareness drive,” said ACP 
(City Traffic) Sagarika Nath. 

At many places, the traf¬ 
fic policemen were seen col¬ 
lecting pre-September 1 fine 
(the amended Act came into 
operation on September 1 
this year) from those two¬ 
wheeler riders who were 
travelling without helmets. 
The violators who paid fines 
were, however, given free 
helmets, Ms. Nath said. The 
MV Act is not a revenue gen¬ 
erating exercise. Safety of 
the people is our objective,” 
she said. 

During the grace period, 
the police have been focus¬ 
ing on five aspects like drun¬ 
ken driving, use of mobile 
phones during driving, driv¬ 
ing on the wrong side of 
roads, triple riding and non¬ 
usage of helmets and seat 
belts. 

Minister P.N. Behera said 
transport offices will remain 
open on holidays. 

Armed with the new law, 
traffic policemen were also 
seen behaving rudely with 
traffic violators. For their 
“unbecoming” attitude, the 
policemen at many places 
also faced public ire. 

(With PTI inputs) 


Odisha villagers’ bid to save their homes from soil erosion 


STAFF REPORTER 

BERHAMPUR 

To save their village from sev¬ 
ere sea erosion, villagers of 
Ramayapatna on Odisha’s 
Ganjam district coast have 
started digging and clearing 
the Bahuda river mouth. 

Blockage of the river 
mouth, formation of a sand 


bar and opening of a new riv¬ 
er mouth have beem identi¬ 
fied as the reasons behind the 
sudden rise in sea erosion, 
threatening the existence of 
Ramayapatna. During the 
past few weeks, around 38 
houses and some community 
establishments of the village 
under the Katturu panchayat 


of Chikiti block have been 
gobbled up by sea waves, said 
sarpanch Jagabandhu Behera. 

“Sea erosion increases at 
Ramayapatna when the how 
of water increases in the Ba¬ 
huda river during rain. As the 
inhabitants fear there will be 
more rain in next few weeks, 
they decided to dig up the 


blocked river mouth on their 
own by hiring an excavator,” 
said Mr. Behera. 

As an immediate measure, 
the administration and the ir¬ 
rigation department have de¬ 
cided on stone dumping 
along the coast of Ramayapat¬ 
na, said executive engineer of 
the Berhampur irrigation di¬ 


vision, Bijay Kumar Palo. 

“Continuous sea erosion at 
Ramayapatna is due to chang¬ 
es at the Bahuda river mouth 
and measures to save the vil¬ 
lage are being taken as per the 
advice of a team of experts 
from the National Institute of 
Ocean Technology, Chennai,” 
he said 
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CHENNAI PORT TRUST 
TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT 
NO.l RAJAJI SALAI, 
CHENNAI -1 


TENDER NOTIFICATION 
NO.C6/518/2019/T DT.11.09.2019 
Notice inviting e-Tender Cum Auction 
in Central Public Procurement Portal 
through NIC for Open space (Unpaved) 
inclusive of covered structures inside 
custom bond area on monthly licence 
basis for a period of 1 year without 
renewal option for the purpose of 
Cargo Storage and Handling, under two 
cover system from 11.09.2019 to 
01.10.2019. 

For further details visit Ch.P.T. website 
www.chennaiport.gov.in and 
www.eprocure.gov.in 

TRAFFIC MANAGER 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given on behalf of 
Mrs. Krishna Gupta W/o. Mr. S.N. 
Gupta & who is owner of the 
“Industrial Portion having area 
measuring 200 Sq. Yds., part of 
Plot/Property bearing No.31, situated 
at Shahzada Bagh Industrial Area, 
known as Shahzada Bagh Extension, 
Near West Sarai Rohilla, Delhi- 
110035”, vide Sale Deed dated 
22.07.2015 registered on 23.07.2015. 
The owners further intend to 
mortgage the aforesaid property 
against the financial assistance from 
IDBI Bank Ltd. To comply the 
requirements of bank, we give this 
public notice that if any person(s) 
having any objection regarding 
ownership and/or creating mortgage 
of the said property in favour of IDBI 
Bank Ltd. is/are hereby requested to 
intimate in writing to the undersigned 
within 10 days from the date of this 
notice, at below address. 

Juris NextGen LLP 
E-56, LGF, Greater Kailash 
Enclave Part-1, New Delhi - 48 
#011 -4266 2177, 78, 79 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

My Clients, Smt. Anju Khater and Shri 
Manoj Kumar Khater both presently 
residing at C-183, 2nd Floor, Flat No.11, 
Ramprastha Colony, Ghaziabad, Uttar 
Pradesh- 201011; do hereby disown and 
debar Mr. Pulkit Khater (Elder Son), his wife 
Ms. Priya Khater (daughter-in-law) and 
Baby Deeher Khater (Grand-Daughter) 
from all their movable or immovable 
properties/assets and severe all the 
relations with them due to their continuous 
misbehaviour & misconduct. It is for general 
information that Ms. Priya Khater along with 
her daughter Baby Deeher has been 
residing separately from her husband Mr. 
Pulkit Khater and my Clients since 
23/06/2016 out of her own free will and Mr 
Pulkit Khater has also started residing 
separately from my clients since last more 
than one year and my clients have no 
relations or connections of any nature 
whatsoever with them. If anybody deals 
with them, will do it at his/her own cost. 

Vivek Jain (Advocate) 

Ch. No. 472, Civil Wing, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


I, Shashi Ahuja D/o Chiman Lai 
gulati, lost my son Rohit and 
Deeplti ahuja documents of Emaar 
palm hills tower-PH-3., 66B-0701 
property allotment letter at central 
secretariat metro station an FIR 
this effect has been logged in polio 
station crime branch dated 
10/9/2019, LR1526425/2019, 
if anybody found please contact 
above address or Call: 
9818926606. 
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WANTED 
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with Fund / Collateral for 
FMCG Distribution Firm. 
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PERSONAL 


CHANGE OF NAME 


I, Yavnika Singh, D/o Jai Prakash 
Singh, hereby announce that my mo¬ 
ther, Rita Rajput is also known by Rita. 
Both are referred to the same person. 


BEAUTY CARE 


LOOKING FOR hair extensions, wigs, 
smoothening and straightening of 
hair, we expertise in anything re¬ 
lated to hair. Also provide train¬ 
ings and placements assured . call 
Lavish world @8700039893 



A GREETING TO REMEMBER 

Be it a birthday, an anniversary, an academic 
accomplishment or even a promotion. Now you can 
surprise your loved ones by wishing them on 
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Govt, looks at disaster management tool 

State to take the help of U.S. agency; flood damage crosses ?14,000 cr. in a decade in MMR alone 



Danger looming: Kolhapur and Sangli residents fear a repeat of the floods on Tuesday, as 
water level of the Panchanganga river is on the rise. ■ deepak kumbhar 


114 dams put on high alert 
in Gujarat after heavy rain 

Water reaches 136 m at Sardar Sarovar dam 



Inundated: People have been cautioned against venturing 
outdoors till Wednesday, as rain continues unabated in 
Ahmedabadcity, -vijaysoneji 


SHAR AD VYAS 

MUMBAI 

The State government is 
looking to put in place a 
H40-crore disaster risk man¬ 
agement tool with the help 
of the United States Trade 
and Development Agency 
(USTDA) to reduce the dam¬ 
age caused by floods, as re¬ 
cently witnessed in parts of 
western Maharashtra. 

The USTDA, an indepen¬ 
dent American think tank, 
has assessed the losses from 
floods in the Mumbai Metro¬ 
politan Region (MMR) to $2 
billion (H4,350 crore) within 
an area of 4,355 sq km in ov¬ 
er a decade. Between 2005 
and 2015, the USTDA had 
said in a preliminary report 
submitted to the government 
in August, that over 3,000 
people have died in floods in 
the MMR while near 
1,50,000 fell sick after 
flooding. 

The government has 
agreed to the preliminary re¬ 
port, which assesses the loss¬ 
es, and points to the lack of 
flood management in the re¬ 


gion as a cause of concern. 
According to the report, vul¬ 
nerable disaster-prone areas 
are not being identified, new 
infrastructure projects are 
not taken up with hazard le¬ 
vels in mind, among other 
loopholes in the system. The 


report recommends that the 
government implement a 
flood management and vul¬ 
nerability risk framework 
through an integrated tech¬ 
nology platform. 

A senior official of the 
State Relief and Rehabilita¬ 


tion Department said, “ i ie> 
(USTDA) are sugge c '' :g , e 
platform colie' an d ; >rr h - 
nate data, be a T ficanE Jur- 
ing and post ( sas r support 
while also Ie\ in' a disaster 
vulnerability risiv index.” 

A si lila tool was de¬ 


signed in Brazil and Thai¬ 
land, on GIS-based flood 
maps and zoning for early 
warning and forecasts. The 
system has been implement¬ 
ed in the Thailand Chao 
Phraya River Basin where 
flood management was im¬ 
proved in 1,60,000 sq. km. A 
real-time decision support 
system provides short and 
medium-term flood forecast, 
reducing the damaging im¬ 
pact of floods, officials said 

The government hi as¬ 
sessed the damage ' on. he 
recent floods in Kc hapur, 
Sangli and Sata. to Lad up 
to ?6,813 crc ’e, and has 
asked the Cen re for assis¬ 
tance tc compensation 
to the vie ms. The floods al- 
sc invi ^d criticism from ex- 
aerts who had questioned 
i e government’s handling 
i the crisis and providing re¬ 
lief on time. 

A vulnerability index as 
part of the tool could include 
a measurement framework 
with key indicators and relia¬ 
bility assessment to respond 
to data quality issues. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AHMEDABAD 

Gujarat continues to be bat¬ 
tered by heavy rain, prompt¬ 
ing authorities to put more 
than 100 dams and reser¬ 
voirs on high alert. 

The State has put more 
th an half of its water bodies 
on high alert following hea¬ 
vy water inflows at the reser¬ 
voirs as rain continues un¬ 
abated, exceeding more 
than 110 % of the season’s to¬ 
tal rainfall. 

As per the latest update, 
out of the 204 reservoirs in 
the State, 114 dams have 
been put on ‘high alert’ after 
being filled over 90%. 

The Sardar Sarovar dam 
on Narmada river, whose full 
capacity is 138.6 m, has also 
been put on high alert with 
water level at 136 m. It is ex¬ 
pected to touch full capacity 
soon, as the heavy inflow 
continues, following fresh 
rain in upper catchment 
areas in Madhya Pradesh. 


The authorities have re¬ 
leased more than a million 
cusec water from the reser¬ 
voir. As a result, more than 
200 villages in Narmada, 
Bharuch and Vadodara dis¬ 
tricts have been put on alert. 

Gujarat has so far re¬ 
ceived total rainfall of 926.59 
mm, which is 13.5% more 


than its Long-Period Average 
of 816 mm. 

This year, rainfall picked 
up in August, when it re¬ 
ceived 446 mm rainfall. So 
far in September, the State 
has received 150 mm rains. 

The civic body has asked 
people to stay indoors till 
Wednesday. 


INTERVIEW [ ADAR POONAWALLA 

‘There is no slowdown in the 
vaccine manufacturing sector 

Serum Institute CEO on new plant and the ‘pi vt • of vaccines’ 


Blow to Cong, as Prithviraj Chavan aide to join BJP 

MLC Anandrao Patil has been party’s Satara district president for 18 years 


Congress, NCP decide to contest 
equal number of Assembly seats 



Prithviraj Chavan said they are willing to talk with VBA, 
but the latter does not want the NCP as an ally. ■ file photo 


ALOK DESPHANDE 

MUMBAI 

Former chief minister and 
senior Congress leader 
Prithviraj Chavan on Tues¬ 
day said his party and Na¬ 
tionalist Congress Party 
(NCP) have finalised to 
contest 123 to 125 Assemb¬ 
ly seats each and leave the 
rest of the 288 open for dis¬ 
cussion or share them with 
smaller allies. 

“As per the discussions 
till now. Congress is going 
to contest somewhere bet¬ 
ween 123 and 125 seats, 
while an equal number of 
seats will be contested by 
the NCP. Discussions on 
around 40 seats is yet to 
take place,” Mr. Chavan 
said at a press conference. 

While in 2014, the two 
parties contested indepen¬ 
dently, prior to that, the 
Congress would have a 
larger share. However, gi¬ 
ven that the NCP won four 
seats in the Lok Sabha 
polls and the Congress on¬ 
ly one, the allies seem to 
have agreed on contesting 
an equal number of seats. 

When asked about other 
allies, Mr. Chavan said the 
Congress is in talks with 
the Samajwadi Party and 
the Raju Shetti-led Swabhi- 
mani Palcsha. “We want to 
join hands with Vanchit 
Bahujan Aghadi. But they 


are not willing to form an 
alliance with the NCP ... 
We can give them a few 
seats from our share, but 
they have to accept NCP as 
well,” Mr. Chavan said. He 
ruled out any talks with 
the All India Majlis-e-Itte- 
had-ul-Muslimeen. 

When asked whether 
the Maharashtra Navnir- 
man Sena will be part of 
the alliance, Mr. Chavan 
said local level talks could 
be under way. “But we 
have not yet decided.” 

On Wednesday, NCP 
chief Sharad Pawar met 
Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi in Delhi. According 
to sources, the meeting 
was to finalise the seat¬ 
sharing formula. 

Earlier, Mr. Chavan said 
the State government was 
not doing enough to bring 


foreign direct investment 
(FDI) into the State, and 
dared Chief Minister De- 
vendra Fadnavis to pro¬ 
vide district-wise figures of 
FDI inflow since 2014. 

Speaking about the 
Centre’s ambitious plans 
to get the country’s econo¬ 
my to the $5 trillion mark 
by 2025, Mr. Chavan said 
knowing the size of an eco¬ 
nomy was not enough to 
gauge its health. “You need 
to know the GDP growth 
rate and the current per 
capita income. I challenge 
the Centre and Maharash¬ 
tra government to provide 
the correct figures. Our 
economy is in a shambles 
due to the policies of the 
Narendra Modi govern¬ 
ment. It has been mislead¬ 
ing the youth and farm¬ 
ers,” Mr. Chavan said. 


JYQTI SHELAR 

MUMBAI 

A new vaccine production 
plant of the Serum Institute 
of India (SII) in Pune's Manj- 
ri area is all set to start oper¬ 
ations from November to 
scale up production and ca¬ 
ter to new markets. The SIFs 
38-year-old chief executive 
officer ; Adar Poonawalla, is 
visibly thrilled about th, 
new facility and his new of¬ 
fice- an Airbus A320. He re¬ 
fuses to divulge more about 
the aircraft, but says he will 
unveil it in the next two 
months when it is ready. The 
vaccine maker has a new 
monoclonal antibody injec¬ 
tion and a preventive vac¬ 
cine for dengue in the pipe¬ 
line, along with other 
upcoming formulations. 
The Hindu chats with Mr. 
Poonawalla about the vac¬ 
cines and challenges in the 
sector. 

What will be the focus of 
the new plant? 

■ Our new plant will employ 
more than 3,000 people and 
we have already invested ov¬ 
er U>,000 crore in it. The 
idea of the plant is not only 
to add capacity to our exist¬ 
ing vaccines, but also [intro¬ 
duce] new vaccines like hu¬ 
man papillomavirus (HPV), 
pneumonia, malaria, 
dengue to name a few. 

This is the first vaccine 
plant in India which 
will cater to the U.S. 
and European mar¬ 
kets. So the highest 
standards, all quali¬ 
ty norms, equip¬ 
ment, and process¬ 
es are in place. It 
will make about 
500 million doses 
eventually over 


the next four years as we 
scale it up. This is going o b e 
the single largest site in the 
world to make vaccin js. 

You mentioned is j ur 
sector has n< vitr° ,ed any 
slowdown Can ou 
elabo te? 

■ r e ai in the business of 
saving lues, and essential 
p ^du cS are always needed 
wh Tier there is a recession 
r not. The Indian govern¬ 
ment and the world has re¬ 
cognised that the most cost- 
effective way of saving a life 
is better than treating in hos¬ 
pitals, where the costs are 
much more. By just giving a 
cheap vaccine, you can pro¬ 
tect yourself for 10 years or 
more. Our prime minister 
and the health minister truly 
understand the power of 
vaccines. So, our sector is 
not slowing down, it is in 
fact growing. 


affi vaccine? 

\dults don’t like to take 
vaccines. Their attitude is 
mostly like ‘we will get treat¬ 
ed when it happens’. Flu is a 
major killer. The hospitalisa¬ 
tion cost, for something like 
H1N1 for example, is huge. 
Instead, you can take a vac¬ 
cine for U200 and avoid it. 
My fear is that if I make a 
vaccine for dengue, even if 
people are afraid of the dis¬ 
ease, they may not take it. 
We need to change this atti¬ 
tude and create more 
awareness. 

What are the major 
challenges that the sector is 
facing? 

■ We have proposed to 
further turbocharge the sec¬ 
tor by policy changes for 
ease of doing business, bet¬ 
ter online regulatory re¬ 
forms and many other 
things that we are going 
to be put to the 
health minister. We 
want faster regula¬ 
tory approvals and 
single-window 
clearances. We are 
also proposing 
Make In India - if 
you are a foreign 
company or a domes¬ 
tic company, you have 
produce in India in 
order to partici¬ 
pate in ten¬ 
ders and do 
business in 
India. We 
are now pro¬ 
perly voic¬ 
ing our con¬ 
cerns 

through the 
Indian Vac¬ 
cine Manu¬ 
facturers As¬ 
sociation. 


SHQU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

The Congress is in for anoth¬ 
er blow in western Maha¬ 
rashtra as MLC Anandrao Pa¬ 
til, the right-hand man of 
senior Congressman and 
former chief minister Prith¬ 
viraj Chavan, is said to be on 
his way to the Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party (BJP). 

Mr. Patil, a long-time aide 
of Mr. Chavan, has been the 
Congress’s Satara district 
president for nearly 18 years, 
besides heading a number of 
important posts in the Satara 
unit, and other positions like 
the vice-chairman of the 
Maharashtra Krishna Valley 
Development Corporation. 

He has called a meeting of 
his supporters on September 

[Anandrao Patil] had 
been giving strong 
hints of disaffection 
even before the Lok 
Sabha polls 

A CLOSE AIDE OF 
PRITHVIRAJ CAHVAN 

13 in Karad, where he is ex¬ 
pected to announce his deci¬ 
sion of joining the BJP. 

It is believed that Mr. Patil, 
a Governor-nominated MLC, 
is expected to join the ruling 
party in the presence of 
Chief Minister Devendra Fad¬ 
navis when the BJP’s Mahaja- 
nadesh Yatra reaches Satara. 

According to sources, Mr. 
Patil, a former MLA, met 
with Mr. Fadnavis on Mon¬ 
day through the offices of 
BJP leader and sugar baron 
Atul Bhosale, Mr. Chavan’s 
arch political rival. An aide 
close to Mr. Chavan told The 
Hindu, “While he has been a 
loyal worker for many years, 
he had been giving strong 
hints of disaffection even be¬ 
fore the Lok Sabha polls and 
had been planning to join 
the BJP for the past two 
months.” 

Mr. Patil completes his te¬ 


nure as MLC in June 2020. 

“While the term of a dis¬ 
trict president is usually 10 
years, Mr. Patil, through the 
good offices of Mr. Chavan, 
had got an extension. Mr. 
Chavan had also consistently 
promoted him to a number 
of responsible posts,” the 
aide said, accusing the BJP of 
playing a cold political game 
of “buying” opposition lead¬ 
ers. 

While his defection is said 
to pose problems for Mr. 
Chavan, who is the MLA 
from the vital South Karad 
Assembly constituency, the 
senior Congressman is un¬ 
perturbed and confident 
that he still retains a loyal 
base in his constituency. 

In the 2014 Assembly elec¬ 
tions, Mr. Chavan won a stiff 
contest against formidable 
opponents both on the out¬ 
side (the BJP’s Atul Bhosale) 
and within his party in the 
form of seven-time MLA Vi¬ 
las Patil Undalkar, who con¬ 
tested as an Independent. 

However, equations in Sat¬ 
ara district as a whole have 
changed dramatically since 
the BJP-Shiv Sena’s Lok Sab¬ 
ha sweep and the seemingly 
unstoppable exodus of Con- 
gress-NCP MLAs and impor¬ 
tant leaders in western 
Maharashtra. 

The BJP have already in¬ 
ducted two sitting opposi¬ 
tion MLAs: the NCP’s Shiven- 
draraje Bhosale of Satara and 
Congress MLA from Maan, 
Jaykumar Gore, a former 
supporter of Mr. Chavan. 

Harshavardhan to join BJP 

Meanwhile, senior Congress¬ 
man Harshavardhan Patil, 
upset with the Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) over 
the Indapur Assembly seat, 
is expected to formally join 
the BJP on Wednesday in the 
presence of Mr. Fadnavis and 
BJP State president Chandra- 
leant Patil. 


Mr. Patil, a former State 
minister and four-time MLA 
from Indapur, had lost by a 
narrow margin to the NCP’s 
Dattatrey Bharne in 2014 
when the Congress and NCP 
contested separately. 


Despite this, he had sup¬ 
ported NCP MP Supriya Sule 
and campaigned to ensure 
her victory from the Barama- 
ti Lok Sabha seat in the hope 
that the NCP would back his 
candidacy for the Indapur 


segment, which is part of the 
Baramati Lok Sabha 
constituency. 

However, the NCP’s disin¬ 
clination to pick him over 
Mr. Bharne has riled the 
Congressman. 




Streaming giant Netflix inks multi-year, exclusive deal with Karan Johar 


Dharmatic to produce range of new fiction, non-fiction series and films exclusively for the digital service 


NAMR ATAJQSHI 

MUMBAI 

In a one of its kind, 
exclusive, long-term 
partnership in India, leading 
internet entertainment 
service Netflix is getting into 
a multi-year deal with Karan 
Johar’s digital content 
company Dharmatic 
Entertainment for content 
creation. As part of the deal, 
Dharmatic will produce a 
wide range of new fiction 
and non-fiction series and 
films exclusively for the 
streaming giant. 

Though Netflix will 
continue to work with other 
creators in the industry, the 
collaboration with 
Dharmatic is being 
described as a rare “deep 



partnership”. 

In an exclusive chat with 
The Hindu, Mr. Johar spoke 
of it as a “collaboration of 
equals”. “We decided to 
focus on one strong group as 
opposed to multiple 
partnerships,” he said, 
adding in jest that it’s a 
marriage in which 
Dharmatic won’t cheat on 
Netflix. 

Netflix and Mr. Johar first 
worked together last year on 
the anthology film Lust 
Stories. He is also involved 
in two upcoming Netflix 
original films - he is 
directing one of the films in 
the anthology Ghost Stories 
and producing Ruchi 
Narain’s Guilty. Mr. Johar 
will also be hosting a dating 



reality show. What The 
Love?, for Netflix that is 
being produced by BBC 
Studios India. 

Netflix was drawn to the 
brand of cinema and 
storytelling that Mr Johar 
represents. “We like the 
ethos, the artistic integrity, 
the young vibe, the fact that 
he has always remained 
relevant and has discovered 
and nurtured new talent... It 
blends in with Netflix ethos; 
it’s a perfect match... It 
would be interesting to see 
his take on multi-season, 
long format storytelling,” 
said Monika Shergill, 
director, international 
originals, Netflix India. 

“The question was never 
why Karan Johar, but why 



not,” said Srishti Behl Arya, 
director, international 
original film, Netflix India. 

“Johar and Dharmatic 
Entertainment will have all 
the creative freedom and 
support they need to create 
pioneering dramas and 
unscripted series - as well 
as films - for our members 
all over the world,” said Bela 
Bajaria, VP, international 
originals, Netflix. 

According to Mr. Johar, 
with its unique creative 
freedom and instantaneous 
global reach, Netflix 
provides a fearless space for 
creators. “I’m super excited 
about the projects we 
already have in development 
and the limitless possibilities 
ahead. To create universal 



stories from India that the 
world discovers is an 
incredible and 
unprecedented 
opportunity,” he said. 

Apoorva Mehta, CEO, 
Dharma Productions, 
expressed excitement about 
the storytelling possibilities 
ahead. “With Netflix as the 
new storytelling home for 
Dharmatic Entertainment, I 
have the highest hopes for 
what we can do together. 
Our vision is to create 
differentiated stories across 
diverse genres and we can’t 
wait to craft and usher many 
more remarkable series and 
films into the world with 
Netflix,” he said. Dharmatic 
is the digital content arm 
under Dharma Productions. 




OTHER COLLABORATIONS 


■ Red Chillies 
Entertainment (Shah Rukh 
Khan): Bard of Blood, Betaal 
(series), Class of 83 (Film) 


■ Clean Slate Films 

(Anushka Sharma): Bulbul 
(film), Mai (series) 


■ RSVP: Love Per Square 
Foot, Lust Stories, Ghost 
Stories (films) 


■ Blumhouse: Ghoul, Betaal 
(series) 


■ Roy Kapur Films: Yeh 

Ballet (film) 

■ Mutant Films: Messy 
(series), Maska (film) 

■ Anil Kapoor Film and 


Communication Network 
Pvt. Ltd: Selection Day 
(series) 

■ Viniyard Films: Chopsticks 
(film), Masaba Masaba (series) 
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Heavy rush in Sabarimala 
on first day of Onam 

PATHANAMTHITTA 

The holy hillock of 
Sabarimala witnessed heavy 
rush on the first day of the 
Onam festival on Tuesday. A 
large number of devotees 
partook of Uthrada sadya, a 
sumptuous feast served on 
Uthradom day, at the 
Sannidhanam. The annual 
feast was offered by head 
priest V.N. Vasudevan 
Namboodiri. The Tantri (in 
picture) served meals on a 
plantain leaf placed in front 
of the ceremonial lamp. 

CRPF jawan among 2 held 
in wildlife sanctuary 

KALPETTA 

Forest Department personnel 
arrested two persons, 
including a CRPF jawan, while 
they were travelling on a bike 
with a country-made gun at 
Mundakolly under the 
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 
on Monday. Sudesh, 36, of 
Pallimukku at Nenmeni and 
Vipin, 27, of Kattungal at 
Cheeral were arrested by the 
Forest Department staff at 
Mundakkolly under the 
Muthanga forest range of the 
sanctuary. Sudesh is a jawan 
of the CRPF 143 Manipur 
Battalion. 

Six children drown while 
immersing Ganesh idol 

BENGALURU 

Six children aged between 7 
and 12 drowned in a pond 
while immersing a Ganesh 
idol that they had prepared 
using clay. The incident 
happened around 4.30 p.m. 
on Tuesday in Maradaghatta 
village in KGF taluk of 
Karnataka's Kolar district. 
After making the idol, six 
children formed a chain as 
they tried to immerse the idol 
in the Marikunte pond. 
However, after entering the 
pond, they drowned one after 
the other. The seventh child, 
a girl who saw them 
drowning, rushed back to the 
village and alerted people. 


ED trains lens on Shivakumar’s 
daughter, summons her 


Civic authorities ask Maradu 
flat owners to vacate in 5 days 

‘Refusal to leave will be treated as an act of disobedience’ 


Agency claims several questionable transactions were done in Aishwarya’s name 



Under the scanner: D.K. Shivakumar's daughter, left, will be 
questioned by the ED on Thursday, -file photo 



All set: An official of the Maradu municipality pasting the 
eviction notice at Holy Faith apartments on Tuesday, -h. vibhu 


STAFF REPORTER 

BENGALURU/NEW DELHI 

On the eve of the protest ral¬ 
ly by Vokkaliga organisations 
supporting former Karnata¬ 
ka Minister D.K. Shivakumar, 
the Enforcement Directorate 
only widened the scope of its 
probe by issuing summons 
to his daughter to appear be¬ 
fore them on Thursday. 

The ED arrested Mr. Shi¬ 
vakumar in an alleged mo¬ 
ney-laundering case on Sep¬ 
tember 3. 

Aishwarya Shivakumar, 
22, is an MBA graduate and 
an active trustee in educa¬ 
tional institutes held by the 
family. She emerged as a per¬ 
son of interest in the case af¬ 
ter the ED uncovered several 
questionable transactions in 
her name, which reportedly 
led the Income Tax sleuths 
to a complex web of transac¬ 


tions linking late V.G. Sidd- 
hartha of the Cafe Coffee Day 
as well. 

Sources said she will be 
questioned along with her 
father over these transac¬ 
tions and her statement will 
be recorded. 

The ED also searched the 


New Delhi residence of Anja- 
neya Hanumanthaiah, a 
former government servant 
and a close associate of th 
Congress leader, on es 
day. Officials suspeU is i T e 
in transports v tl 1 n ney 
on behalf of M 1 "hivaS mar 
in New Delhi 


The I-T sleuths had con¬ 
ducted massive search and 
seizure operations in August 
2017 when they recovered 
^8.5 crore cash from four 
premises linked to Mr. Shiva¬ 
kumar in New Delhi. 

The agency identified oth¬ 
er accused persons as busi¬ 
nessmen Sachin Nar yi. 
and Sunil Kumar Sh rma 
and two governr nt 
vants then associated with 
the Karnataka L avau - An- 
janeya Ha an ant aiah and 
N. Rajend i. 

The T Ucials alleged 
th i n e. ensive network of 
c adu s and premises in 
De i and Bengaluru had 
i ^en set up for the hawala 
mnsaction and storage of 
cash. Sources said the ED 
was in the process of record¬ 
ing statements of all the four 
co-accused in the case. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICOCHI 

Racing against the Supreme 
Court deadline of Septem¬ 
ber 20 for demolishing four 
apartments built in the mun¬ 
icipal limits in violation of 
the Coastal Regulation Zone 
orms, the Maradu civic 
a thorities in Kochi, Kerala, 
oi. Tuesday asked the own¬ 
ers to vacate their apart¬ 
ments in five days. They 
have invited specialised 
agencies for controlled im¬ 
plosion of the buildings. 

The notice issued by M. 
Mohammed Arif Khan, se¬ 
cretary of Maradu munici¬ 
pality, wanted the residents 
to vacate their houses in five 
days after removing their be¬ 
longings. Refusal to leave the 
apartments would be treat¬ 
ed as an act of disobedience 
of the Supreme Court order, 
it warned. 

The residents were 


warned of prosecution with¬ 
out any further notice, if 
they failed to vacate the 
apartments. 

The notice quoted the 
court verdict and the deci¬ 
sion of the Additional Chief 
Secretary to implement the 
verdict. 

The authorities have float¬ 
ed an Expression of Interest 
from “specialised agencies 
for controlled implosion in 


Maradu municipality”. The 
closing time for the invita¬ 
tion has been fixed as 5 p.m. 
on September 16. 

While eight residents of 
Golden Kayaloram accepted 
the notice, residents of H20 
Holy Faith refused to let the 
officials in and locked the 
gates of the apartment. 

The officials were then 
forced to paste the eviction 
notice on the gate. 


Case filed against parens of 
toddler who fell off vehicle 


STAFF REPORTER 

IDUICKI 

The Kerala police on Tues¬ 
day filed a case under Sec¬ 
tion 308 of the Juvenile Jus¬ 
tice Act against the parents 
of an infant who miraculous¬ 
ly survived after she fell fro: 
a vehicle near a forest che ’k 
post at Ancham Mile, neer 
Rajamala, on Sunday night. 

Based on media reports, 
the Kerala State , rninr sion 
for Protectic Child 

Rights song t a n explana¬ 
tion hm the istrict police 
chiei ad . e ( ollector. 

he T un ar police regis- 
tere 1 tht ease against Sabish 
c d Sathyabhama for negli¬ 
ge. ce towards the child. The 
police on Tuesday said 13- 



The toddler who 
miraculously survived after 
she fell from a vehicle. 


month-old Rohita was safe 
and in the custody of her 
parents. 

The child had fallen off 
her sleeping mother’s lap 
from the vehicle at a sharp 
curve on the Munnar-Maray- 
ur road and the incident was 


captured in a CCTV at the 
check-post. The infant, with 
bruises, crawled to the 
check-post, probably drawn 
by the light, and was res¬ 
cued by forest personnel. 

The parents realised the 
child was missing only when 
they reached their house at 
Mullarikudy, after covering 
about 40 km. 

The police will investigate 
whether it was an accident 
or whether the parents had 
any motive. 

Ms. Sathyabhama told the 
media that she fell asleep un¬ 
der the influence of medi¬ 
cine and was unaware of the 
child falling off from her lap. 
Mr. Sabish said they would 
face the case legally. 


A.P.’s Palnadu region braces for showdown 

Section 144 imposed as the ruling YSRCP and opposition TDP plan rallies 



YSRCP Minister Mopidevi Venkataramana addressing a press 
meet in Guntur on Tuesday, -t. vijaya kumar 


STAFF REPORTER 

GUNTUR 

The faction-ridden Palnadu 
region was on the boil on 
Tuesday with the ruling YSR 
Congress Party and the TDP 
bracing themselves for a 
showdown. The police 
stepped up vigil and rushed 
additional forces to prevent 
any untoward incident. 

Days after TDP president 
N. Chandrababu Naidu gave 
the call for ‘Chalo Atmakuru’ 
on Wednesday (September 
11) to highlight the alleged at¬ 
tacks on partymen by acti¬ 
vists of the ruling party, the 
YSRCP picked up the gaun¬ 
tlet and said its leaders 
would also go to Atmakuru 
in Durgi mandal. 

Gautam Sawang, DGP, 


said prohibitory orders un¬ 
der Section 144 Cr.P.C. were 
in force and there was no 
permission for rallies or pu¬ 
blic meetings. He urged the 
rival parties to observe res¬ 
traint. Dramatic scenes were 


witnessed at the makeshift 
rehabilitation camp set up 
on the premises of the Wine 
Dealers Kalyana Mandapam 
as the police and the reve¬ 
nue personnel tried in vain 
to convince those in the 


camp to return to their res¬ 
pective towns and villages. 
The TDP stood its ground 
with the senior leaders stay¬ 
ing put. 

While the TDP claimed 
around 150 families were 
taking shelter in the camp, 
Home Minister M. Sucharita 
dubbed them “paid ar¬ 
tistes”. Though the camp 
was set up eight days back, 
the police did not make any 
effort to collect the details of 
those staying in it. 

At a press conference 
here, MLA Ambati Rambabu 
said Mr. Naidu was trying to 
gain mileage by trying to 
create an impression that 
the region was in the grip of 
political violence, which was 
contrary to the facts. 


Goldman Sachs official 
held for ?38 crore fraud 

He stole the money to clear debts 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

A vice-president of Gold¬ 
man Sachs, Bengaluru, was 
arrested on Tuesday for ille¬ 
gally transferring ?38 crore 
from the company to his 
bank accounts by misusing 
the login ID of other 
employees. 

The fraud came to light 
when the employees not¬ 
iced the transactions and re¬ 
ported the matter to 
seniors. 

An internal inquiry re¬ 
vealed that the transactions 
were carried out by Ashwa- 
ni Jhunjhunwala, vice-presi¬ 
dent, Foreign Exchange and 
Equity Settlements. 

Breach of trust 

Based on a complaint by 
Abhishek Parsheera, legal 
head of the company, the 
Marathahalli police charged 
Jhunjhunwala with criminal 
breach of trust and cheating 


by impersonation. 

In his complaint, Mr. Par¬ 
sheera said Jhunjhunwala 
accessed the computers of 
his juniors - Gaurav Mishra, 
Abhishek Yadav and Sujith 
Appaiah - on the pretext of 
training them. He sent them 
away from their desk to get 
water and snacks, and trans¬ 
ferred the funds to an ac¬ 
count of Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China, 
the police said. 

A police probe revealed 
that the accused had con¬ 
sulted Vedanth, a former 
employee, on the transac¬ 
tion. The services of Mr. Ve¬ 
danth were terminated on a 
similar charge. 

Jhunjhunwala had in¬ 
curred a debt of several 
lakhs while playing poker 
online and he committed 
the fraud to clear the debt. 
The police have taken him 
into custody to recover the 
money. 



Grand spectacle 


Annual affair: The Bibi-ka-Alam or Alam-e-Mubarak procession in progress during Muharram near Charminar in Hyderabad on 
Tuesday, ■nagaragopal 


Relocation of flood-hit 
villages ‘only on request’ 

Yediyurappa calls for written agreement 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BELAGAVI 

The Karnataka government 
will relocate flood-affected 
villages only if all the resi¬ 
dents agree to it in writing. 
Chief Minister B.S. Yediyu¬ 
rappa said here on Tuesday. 

He was addressing flood- 
hit families in Sureban vil¬ 
lage near Ramdurg. If the re¬ 
sidents submit such a de¬ 
mand, we will recreate the 
village by building schools, 
hospitals, and other facili¬ 
ties, he said. 

Mr. Yediyurappa was res¬ 
ponding to a plea by Maha- 
devappa Yadawad, MLA, to 
permanently relocate 29 vil¬ 
lages and nine wards in 
Ramdurg town that are 
prone to floods. 

The Chief Minister said 
that although rules stipulate 
that only ^90,000 can be 
paid to victims who lose 
their houses to floods, the 
State had decided to pay up 



B.S. Yediyurappa 


to 15 lakh per family. A sum 
of H lakh would be released 
to those who start construc¬ 
tion by laying the founda¬ 
tion, he said, and the rest of 
the money will be released 
in instalments. Those who 
want to repair their houses 
will also be paid tl lakh, he 
said. 

He handed over a cheque 
of Z5 lakh to the family of 
Abdulla Mullanavar, a five- 
year-old boy who died at a 
relief centre. 


Thiruvonathoni sets off to Aranmula 



Customary journey: The Thiruvonathoni setting off from the Maha Vishnu temple ghats in the 
Pampa river at Kattoor on Tuesday, -special arrangement 


Academics slam KAU’s notice to professor 

Explanation was sought for article ‘endosulfan issue an intellectual disaster’ 


Temple vessel 
carries material 
for Onam feast 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PATHANAMTHITTA 

The Thiruvonathoni, the 
temple vessel carrying veget¬ 
able, rice and other articles 
for the Onam feast (Onasa- 
dya) to be held at the Sree 
Parthasarathy temple on 
Wednesday, set off from the 
Maha Vishnu temple ghats 
on the Pampa at Kattoor, up¬ 
stream of Kozhencherry, on 
Tuesday afternoon. 

Ghats thronged 

Hundreds of devotees 
thronged the temple ghats to 
witness the customary jour¬ 
ney of the Thiruvonathoni to 
Aranmula. 

The vessel began its jour¬ 
ney immediately after the 
deeparadhana at the Maha 



Vishnu temple. As per the 
custom, the eldest member 
of the Mangattu Illom at 
Kumaranalloor in Kottayam, 
whose ancestors hailed from 
Kattoor, takes the materials 
for the Onasadya at Sree Par¬ 
thasarathy Temple in the 
Thiruvonathoni, on the eve 



of Thiruvonam. Narayana 
Bhattathiri, the eldest mem¬ 
ber of Mangattu Illom, es¬ 
corted the Thiruvonathoni 
to Aranmula. 

Snakeboats (palliyodams) 
from the nearby villages of 
Kottathoor, Edappavoor and 
Cherukol escorted the tem¬ 



ple vessel to Aranmula. De¬ 
votees thronged the banks of 
the Pampa as well, to wor¬ 
ship the Thiruvonathoni. 

The temple vessel was gi¬ 
ven reception at Ayroor and 
Vechoor Mana at Melukara. 
More snakeboats joined the 
procession en route. 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICASARAGOD 

In what is perceived by aca¬ 
demics as a gag order, Kerala 
Agricultural University 
(KAU) has sought explana¬ 
tion from K.M. Sreekumar, 
Professor of Agricultural En¬ 
tomology at its College of 
Agriculture in Padannakkad, 
for writing an article in a Ma- 
layalam daily dubbing as un¬ 
scientific many of the per¬ 
ceptions about the effects of 
endosulfan in Kasaragod. 

‘Prior permission’ 

Dr. Sreekumar was served 
the notice dated August 24 
seeking within 10 days his ex¬ 
planation for the article pu¬ 
blished on August 2. Accord¬ 
ing to the notice, his views in 
the article ‘Endosulfan 
prashnam vaijnjanilca du- 
rantham’ (‘Endosulfan issue 




K.M. Sreekumar 


an intellectual disaster’) are 
likely to be misconstrued as 
the KAU’s views. Moreover, 
the university’s prior per¬ 
mission was not sought for 
publishing the article. 

“I will give a satisfactory 
explanation in a couple of 
days,” Dr. Sreekumar told 
The Hindu. He said his arti¬ 
cle was meant to counter an 
earlier article published in 


the same paper holding KAU 
scientists responsible for the 
spraying of endosulfan over 
cashew plantations in the 
district. 

Dr. Sreekumar has co¬ 
authored the scientific paper 
‘Whither science on the En¬ 
dosulfan issue?’ and hsa 
been publicly challenging 
the “unscientific percep¬ 
tions about the effects of the 
pesticide”. In an interview to 
The Hindu in June, he had 
said 6,793 patients affected 
by 300 types of diseases 
were classified as those hit 
by endosulfan spraying and 
that even common ailments 
were classified as 
endosulfan-related. 

“Academicians in a un¬ 
iversity can have opinions 
on any such issues and so¬ 
metimes they can be con¬ 
tradictory, but they should 


have the freedom to present 
their views in society,” K. P. 
Aravindan, former presi¬ 
dent, Kerala Sasthra Sahith- 
ya Parishad, wrote on his Fa- 
ceboolc page. 

“The KAU authorities 
should not try to create in 
the universities in the Kerala 
the current atmosphere of 
intolerance in Central un¬ 
iversities and others,” said B. 
Ekbal, academic and mem¬ 
ber of the Kerala State Plan¬ 
ning Board, in a Facebook 
post. 

The KAU’s explanation 
has drawn disapproval 
among agricultural scientists 
for its assumption that Dr. 
Sreekumar’s views contrad¬ 
ict the stand of the university 
on the endosulfan issue. The 
KAU, in fact, has no official 
policy on the endosulfan is¬ 
sue, they said. 


• • • 
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Tabrez lynching: police drop murder charge 

In the chargesheet submitted last month, they sought prosecution of 11 accused under Section 304 instead of Section 302 



Tabrez Ansari was beaten up by a mob and allegedly f ced to 
chant'Jai Hanuman'and'Jai Shri Ram', -special ar ngement 



T. N. CM returns 
from foreign trip 

CHENNAI 

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
Edappadi K. Palaniswami 
returned to the city on 
Tuesday after leading a 
delegation to the U.K., the 

U. S. and UAE as part of 
fortnight-long foreign trip 
aimed at attracting 
investments to the State. 

ED attaches assets worth 
?92 crores of SPS Steel 

NEW DELHI 

The ED has attached assets 
worth ?92 crore of SPS Steel 
Rolling Mills Limited and 
others for alleged 
involvement in a ?550 crore 
bank loan fraud case. They 
were accused of cheating a 
consortium of eight banks, 
led by Allahabad Bank. 

Gujarat govt, reduces 
penalties under MV Act 

GANDHINAGAR 

The BJP-ruled Gujarat 
government announced a 
drastic cut in the penalties for 
traffic violations even as the 
Centre is justifying the 
amended Motor Vehicles 
(MV) Act. In some cases, the 
reduction in the State is as 
steep as ?1,000 from 
f10,000. pti 

Fire in Gujarat hospital, 
no injuries reported 

VADODARA 

Forty-five patients, including 
35 children, were shifted to 
other wards after a fire broke 
out in the paediatric unit of 
state-run SSG Hospital in 
Vadodara on Tuesday 
afternoon, an official said. 
Hospital Superintendent Dr. 
Deveshwar Pandey said the 
fire started on second floor. 

Interim relief for people 
excluded from NRC 

GUWAHATI 

People excluded from the 
final NRC will get certified 
copies regarding rejection of 
their names at the earliest so 
that they can file their 
appeals, the office of the NRC 
State Coordinator said. The 
dates regarding exclusion 
certificates will be announced 


SATYASUNDAR BARIK 

BHUBANESWAR 

The family members of Ta¬ 
brez Ansari, who was 
lynched in Seraikela-Kharsa- 
wan district of Jharkhand 
about four months ago, have 
accused the State police of 
weakening the case by ton¬ 
ing down the charges against 
the accused. 

In the chargesheet submit¬ 
ted last month, police had 
sought prosecution against 11 
accused under Section 304 
instead of under Section 302 
of the IPC. 

Family members, includ¬ 
ing Sahista Pervez, wife of 
the deceased, had objected 
to the ‘weakening’ of the 
case in the chargesheet, 
while submitting a memo¬ 
randum to the Seraikela- 
Kharsawan Deputy Commis¬ 
sioner. 

They had demanded sup¬ 
ply of the copy of investiga¬ 
tion conducted by Sub-divi¬ 
sional magistrate, Saraikela, 


SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

The Madhya Pradesh go¬ 
vernment is going to launch 
an online service for those 
wanting to adopt a cow and 
provide sheds to them at 
gaushalas (cow shelter.) 
across the State. 

While paying for a co v’s 
feed for 15 day r ould ~ost 
^1,100, one cc Id , ke care 
of its diet r \0 yeais for Z3 
lakh Fe ing cow for six 
iron sw lie cost ^11,100. 

\Ve avt A dded an extra 
hui Tea to multiples of 
thousands of rupees as 
th, _’s considered holy while 
naking donations,” said an 
official of the Animal Hus¬ 
bandry Department. 

Through the service, do¬ 
nors would be able to nick a 


Basharat Qayyum, and a re¬ 
examination of viscera sam¬ 
ples of the deceased. 

Charges diluted 

“The Seraikela police had in¬ 
itially registered an FIR 
against the accused under 
Section 302 on a written 
complaint from the victim’s 
wife. During submission of 
the chargesheet, the accused 
were charged under Section 
304 of the IPC, instead of the 
much stronger Section of 
302. It is a clear attempt to 
weaken the case,” alleged Ta- 
brez’s uncle Md. Mansoor 
Alam. 

When contacted, Seraike- 
la-Kharsawan Superinten¬ 
dent of Police, Karthik S, 
said, “There is no question of 
diluting the case.” 

“ Section 304 of the IPC, 
which is culpable homicide 
not amounting to murder, 
has life imprisonment provi¬ 
sion and 302 of the IPC is 
capital punishment. There is 


gaushala fi Dm ffi 2 626 in 
the State, z nd pay the 
amoun to full l a cow’s diet 
of h ii kilc i of grain, five ki¬ 
los c green feed and 10 kilos 
of wi at chaff a day, in case 
of a non-lactating, non-preg- 
nant cow. 

Identity withheld 

“For now, donors wouldn’t 
be able to pick a specific 
cow to feed. If that is al¬ 
lowed, it would be an injus¬ 
tice to other cows who may 
be left without proper feed 
and even starve,” said the of¬ 
ficial. “But if the service re¬ 
ceives a positive response, 
we may post details of cows 
with photographs online - 
say, of Bablu or Pinky - so 
that donors could pick their 
choice.” 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

For the fourth day on Tues¬ 
day, the Indian Space Re¬ 
search Organisation (ISRO) 
continued its efforts to re¬ 
connect with the 1.4-tonne 
lunar lander Vikram. The 
lander has been lying silent 
on the moon’s surface since 
the early hours of Saturday, 
the space agency confirmed 
on Tuesday in a short up- 


Northeast climate 
conducive to 
genus diversity 

SHIV SAHAY SINGH 

KOLICATA 

Scientists from the Botanical 
Survey of India (BSI) have 
discovered two new species 
of Zingiber, commonly re¬ 
ferred to as ginger, in Naga¬ 
land. While Zingiber pere- 
nense has been discovered 
from the Peren district of Na¬ 
galand, Zingiber dimapu- 
rense was found in the Dima- 
pur district of the State. 

Details of both discover¬ 
ies were published in two 
peer-reviewed journals ear¬ 
lier this year. Of the two spe¬ 
cies, Zingiber dimapurense 
is taller in size, with leafy 
shoots measuring 90-120 cm 
high, whereas the leafy 
shoots of Zingiber perenense 
reach up to 70 cm in height. 

The type specimens of 
Zingiber perenense were col¬ 
lected in September 2017, 
when botanists were work¬ 
ing on the ‘State flora of Na¬ 
galand’ in the Peren district. 
“The plant was found grow¬ 
ing in moist shady places on 
the bank of a small steam in 
the hilly terrain forest of the 
Tesen village under the Pe- 



very thin line existing bet¬ 
ween the two Sections,” he 
added. 

‘Cardiac arrest’ 

“Since the medical r epc h . 
did not confirm the ca e c 
death properly, th pi vi¬ 
sion under Sc tio 3C Was 
applied. Tabr^ liun’t ±e of 
injury. He di d o caiuiac ar- 


GAUT AM S. MENGLE 

MUMBAI 

With the arrest of five men, 
the Maharashtra Anti Terro¬ 
rism Squad (ATS) has busted 
a major drug racket in the ci¬ 
ty. A whopping 129 kg of me- 
phedrone worth ?52 crore in 
the international market was 
seized from the accused. 

Based on a tip-off, the ATS 
officers intercepted two men 
on Monday near Bhandup 
pumping station on Eastern 
Express Highway. “The duo 
was found carrying nine kg 
of mephedrone. Their inter¬ 
rogation led us to another 
accused in Bandra and all 
three were arrested,” Vikram 
Deshmane, deputy commis¬ 
sioner of police, ATS, said. 

Mr. Deshmane said the ac¬ 
cused revealed during their 
interrogation that they were 
part of a gang that manufac¬ 
tured mephedrone in a so- 


date. Suspense continues on 
its status amid many reports 
and speculation about its 
fate. 

“All we can say is that all 
efforts are on to revive it,” 
an official said. “You must 
understand that this is a ve¬ 
ry difficult time for us to be 
saying anything with convic¬ 
tion.” The orbiter is going 
around the moon at a dis¬ 
tance of 100 km. 


ren subdivision,” the publi¬ 
cation authored by four bo¬ 
tanists said. 

Collection of specimen 

The specimen of Zingiber di¬ 
mapurense was collected in 
October 2016 from the He- 
kese forest under the Medzi- 
phema subdivision. Some 
rhizomes of this plant col¬ 
lected along with field data 
were planted in the Botani¬ 
cal Survey of India’s Eastern 
Regional Centre garden in 
Shillong, where itself they 
began flowering in June 
2018. 

According to Dilip Kumar 
Roy, who has contributed to 
both the publications, the 
genus Zingiber has 141 spe¬ 
cies distributed throughout 



rest due ^ sti ss,” said Mr. 
Kartl xx 

T e district police clari- 
x d L ther saying, “We had 
gc 3 for the second opinion 
om forensic experts. Ac¬ 
cording to them, the death 
was due to the combined ef¬ 
fect of heart attack and inju¬ 
ry. Moreover, the victim did 
not die on the spot, but so¬ 


phisticated laboratory and 
supplied it across the city. 

tl crore in cash seized 

Mr. Deshmane said, “We 
raided a factory in Navi 
Mumbai where mephedrone 
was being synthesised and 
seized 120 kg of the drug. We 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

A majority of the lawyers 
practising in the Madras HC 
abstained from court pro¬ 
ceedings on Tuesday, im¬ 
pressing upon the Supreme 
Court collegium to withdraw 
its transfer recommendation 
of Chief Justice Vijaya Kam- 
lesh Tahilramani to the HC 
of Meghalaya. 


Asia, Australia and the South 
Pacific, with its centre of di¬ 
versity in Southeast Asia. 
“More than 20 species have 
been found in northeastern 
India. Over the past few 
years, more than half a do¬ 
zen species have been disco¬ 
vered from different States 
of northeast India only,” Dr. 
Roy said. 

Nripemo Odyou, another 
scientist with the BSI, said 
that the high diversity of gin¬ 
ger species in the region re¬ 
veals that the climate is con¬ 
ducive for the growth of the 
genus. 

More studies are required 
to ascertain the medicinal 
properties of the newly dis¬ 
covered species,” Dr. Odoyu 
said. 



cumbed after few days of the 
attack. That is why we 
thought it proper to seek 
punishment under Section 
304 after getting it vetted by 
legal experts.” 

When asked about earlier 
reports of Tabrez sustaining 
brain haemorrhage in the 
mob attack, the SP said the 
fi 3t postmortem report did 
mention about ‘light’ hae- 
moirhage. 

“However, the brain he¬ 
morrhage was so minimal 
that it could not be written. 
Even in the second opinion 
they also talked about brain 
haemorrhage. It was men¬ 
tioned that the fracture in 
the head and other injury 
had led to heart attack,” Mr. 
Karthik contended. 

Eleven persons have so far 
been charge-sheeted in the 
case and investigation was 
pending against two more 
persons as they were appre¬ 
hended later. Photo and 
voice analysis of the two 


arrested two men from the 
spot and seized H.04 crore 
in cash that was earned from 
the sale of the drug.” 

The duo was arrested and 
samples of the seized drug 
were sent to the Forensic 
Sciences Laboratory for test¬ 
ing. The accused were 


Abstention from work 
was near total though a few 
of lawyers presented their 
cases. Some staged a de¬ 
monstration insisting she 
withdraw her resignation. 

Meanwhile, the Chief Jus¬ 
tice chose not to preside ov¬ 
er court proceedings for the 
second consecutive day. Ex¬ 
pecting a quick reply to her 
resignation from the Presi- 

PM-JAYhead 
approaches 
Delhi again 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya 
Yojana (PM-JAY) CEO Indu 
Bhushan has approached 
the Delhi government 
again, asking it look at the 
benefits of opting for the 
government scheme. 

Dr. Bhushan met with 
Delhi Lt. Governor Anil 
Baijal “to discuss the possi¬ 
ble implementation of Ay- 
ushman Bharat in Delhi.” 

‘New milestone’ 

Dr. Bhushan said that the 
two discussed how Delhi- 
ites could significantly be¬ 
nefit from the scheme. 

Meanwhile, as per infor¬ 
mation released by PM-JAY, 
the insurance scheme has 
now crossed a “new miles¬ 
tone of 10 crore e-cards, 
which have been issued be¬ 
fore the end of a year.” 

Speaking about the 
spread and reach of the 
scheme, Vikram A. Mun- 
shi, founder of WhiteS- 
pace, which works in the 
health sector, said: “PM- 
JAY is a mammoth initiative 
which is aimed at ensuring 
help to several lakh people 
who slip below the poverty 
line every year on account 
of healthcare expenses.” 


were yet to be done. 

In April this year, Tabrez, 
the 24-year-old, who was 
working as a welder in Pune, 
had returned to his village 
Kadamdia, 15 km from dis¬ 
trict headquarters town of 
Seraikela, to get married. 

On April 27, his marriage 
was solemnised with Sahista 
Pervez, 19. The couple would 
have returned to Pune in few 
days. 

Thief tag 

But on June 17 night, some 
people of Dhatkidih village, a 
few kilometres from his 
house, caught hold of him 
and branded him a thief. 

He was beaten up by a 
mob for whole night and 
forced to chant ‘Jai Hanuman 
and Jai Sriram’. 

On June 22, he succumbed 
to injuries in the judicial cus¬ 
tody. 

It was alleged that Tabrez 
was not given proper medi¬ 
cal attention on time. 


charged under the Narcotic 
Drugs and Psychotropic Sub¬ 
stances Act and are being in¬ 
terrogated. An ATS officer 
said, “We are going through 
their call detail records to get 
a sense of the extent of their 
clientele. The quantity of the 
drugs seized indicates that 
the accused seem to be 
among the major, if not the 
only, suppliers of mephe¬ 
drone in Mumbai. They 
would procure the chemi¬ 
cals needed for synthesising 
mephedrone and manufac¬ 
ture the drug, indicating that 
at least some of them have 
knowledge of chemistry.” 

The ATS officers are find¬ 
ing out if the accused have 
cases registered against 
them in Mumbai and Navi 
Mumbai. They are also inves¬ 
tigating if the accused have 
any links with known drug 
peddlers in the city. 


dent’s office, a notification 
issued by the High Court on 
Monday stated that she 
would not be sitting in court 
only on that day. 

However, since there was 
no official word, a notifica¬ 
tion said all urgent matters 
pertaining to her Division 
Bench would be listed be¬ 
fore the second Division 
Bench. 


16 -year-old 
wishes to join 
her‘husband’ 

LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court has de¬ 
cided to examine the ap¬ 
peal of a 16-year-old teen¬ 
ager, lodged in a shelter 
home on the orders of the 
Allahabad High Court, to 
return to her 24-year-old 
“husband” whom she mar¬ 
ried in accordance with 
Mohammedan law. 

A Bench led by Justice 
N.V. Ramana has issued 
notice to the State of Uttar 
Pradesh and sought a res¬ 
ponse in two weeks. 

HC order 

The High Court had on July 
17, 2019 declared the mar¬ 
riage void. It said she had 
not yet attained the age of 
majority of 18. Since she 
had refused to go home to 
her parents, the court or¬ 
dered her stay in a govern¬ 
ment home for women. 

In her plea, the girl 
claimed that she had at¬ 
tained puberty and is a ma¬ 
jor under the Mohamme¬ 
dan law. She is married to a 
person whom she loves 
and her enforced stay in a 
home violates her basic 
fundamental right of 
equality. 

BA pilot strike 
will hit Indian 
students 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The total grounding of the 
British Airways for two 
days after its pilots went on 
a strike over pay dispute is 
likely to have a cascading 
affect on Indian students 
planning to travel to the 
U.K. for the new academic 
season, say online travel 
agencies. 

The British Airline Pi¬ 
lots’ Association (BALPA) 
struck work on Monday 
and Tuesday after nine- 
month long talks with the 
management had failed. 

Some media reports sug¬ 
gest the strike is due to end 
at midnight on Tuesday 
though there could be can¬ 
cellations on Wednesday 
too. 

The pilots are also sche¬ 
duled to go on a strike on 
September 27 and the air¬ 
line’s website says it has 
not been notified of any 
further disruptions by the 
union. 

The uncertainty sur¬ 
rounding the airline’s oper¬ 
ations that has 51 flights a 
week to five destinations in 
India is likely to adversely 
affect students joining un¬ 
iversities in the U.K. for the 
fall season. 




WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 




f* 

* ^ £ 

TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Wednesday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely over 
Gujarat, western and eastern Madhya Pradesh, Arunachal Pra¬ 
desh, Assam, Meghalaya, West Bengal, Sikkim, eastern Uttar Pra¬ 
desh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, central Maharashtra, 
Konkan and Goa. 


city 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..36.0.. 

..27.0 

Kozhikode. 

.. 16.2.. 

..30.8.. 

..24.6 

Ahmedabad.... 

.. 18.6.. 

..27.4.. 

..25.9 

Kurnool. 


..33.8.. 

..24.8 

Aizawl. 

.... 0.4.. 

..21.9.. 

..11.7 

Lucknow. 


..36.8.. 

..27.6 

Allahabad. 

....4.8.. 

..34.0.. 

..27.8 

Madurai. 


..39.6.. 

..27.6 

Bengaluru. 


..27.9.. 

..20.6 

Mangaluru. 

.... 5.7.. 

..30.0.. 

..23.6 

Bhopal. 

.. 29.4.. 

..25.8.. 

..23.4 

Mumbai. 

.. 54.4.. 

..28.2.. 

..24.4 

Bhubaneswar.. 


..31.0.. 

..26.7 

Mysuru. 


..28.0.. 

..19.9 

Chandigarh .... 


..34.9.. 

..26.8 

New Delhi. 


..37.5.. 

..27.6 

Chennai. 


..34.9.. 

..27.7 

Patna . 


..34.6.. 

..27.2 

Coimbatore.... 


..32.2.. 

..22.9 

Port Blair. 

.... 0.4.. 

..30.3.. 

..25.1 

Dehradun. 


..33.4.. 

..25.4 

Puducherry. 


..34.2.. 

..25.2 

Gangtok. 

....4.6.. 

..22.7... 

..18.0 

Pune. 

.... 3.1.. 

..26.6.. 

..21.6 

Goa. 

.... 8.0.. 

..30.8.. 

..25.1 

Raipur. 

.... 8.6.. 

..31.0.. 

..25.0 

Guwahati. 

.... 0.7.. 

..35.3.. 

..26.1 

Ranchi. 


..31.0.. 

..23.4 

Hubballi. 


..27.0.. 

..22.0 

Shillong. 

.... 9.4.. 

..25.3.. 

..17.9 

Hyderabad. 

....2.6.. 

..31.0.. 

..23.2 

Shimla. 


..25.5.. 

..16.4 

Imphal. 


..30.6.. 

..22.7 

Srinagar. 


..31.7.. 

..13.2 

Jaipur. 


..37.0.. 

..26.8 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.... 0 . 1 .. 

..32.8.. 

..24.7 

Kochi. 

..43.6.. 

..29.2.. 

..24.2 

Tiruchi. 

. 

..38.0.. 

..27.6 

Kohima. 

.... 7.2.. 

..25.4.. 

..18.4 

Vijayawada. 

.... 2.0.. 

..34.6.. 

..26.6 

Kolkata. 

.... O.2.. 

..33.6.. 

..27.7 

Visakhapatnam. 

.... 1.6.. 

..28.8.. 

..26.2 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 

Pollutants in the air you are breathing 


SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 


Ahmedabad. 66 

Bengaluru. 11 

Chennai.7 

Delhi.8 

Hyderabad.4 

Kolkata.6 

Lucknow.4 

Mumbai. 15 

Pune. 74 

Visakhapatnam ..9 


.75 99 
..- 78 
.11 82 
.64 22 
..- 19 
.29 15 
.27 68 
.23 19 
...8 68 
.51 53 


..88 


...80 

.115 


....74 

..108 

....26 

....61 

....49 
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Yesterday 


In observation made at 4.00 
p.m., Bhiwadi, Rajasthan 
recorded an overall air 
quality index (AQI) score of 
214 indicating a hazardous 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Chandrapur, 
Maharashtra recorded a 
healthy AQI score of 22 


Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


cbld + ldl 

KOLKATA 

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF PHARMACEUTICAL 
EDUCATION AND RESEARCH (NIPER-KOLKATA) 

sfffisTi ^1 fih$TT tyr 'd^rrr, 

(Dept of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers) 
Chunilal Bhawan, 168 Maniktala Main Road, Adjacent to Bengal 
Chemicals, Kolkata 700054, West Bengal 

EMPLOYMENT NOTIFICATION NO. NIPER-K/04/2019-20 

The National Institute of Pharmaceutical Education & Research (NIPER)- 
Kolkata is an Institute of National Importance established by an Act of 
Parliament under the aegis of Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of 
Chemicals & Fertilizers, Government of India. 

Online Applications are invited from the eligible and suitable Indian 
Nationals for direct recruitment/deputation for the Teaching and Non- 
Teaching posts on regular basis through open competition on all India basis. 
The commencement date and last dates for submission of online/ 
hardcopy of applications are as under: 

Date of Commencement of Online 

Application 

12/09/2019 

(Thursday, 10.00 am) 

Last date of Online Application & Payment 
of Fees 

10/10/2019 

(Thursday, up to 6.00 pm) 

Last date of receipt of hard copy of online 
application at NIPER-K along with all enclosures. 

22/10/2019 

(Tuesday, up to 4.00 pm) 

For further details please visit our website www.niperkolkata.edu.in. 
Date 11/09/2019 Registrar (l/C) 



M.P. to offer cows 
for adoption online 

Multiple programmes for donors 


ISRO keeps up bid to 
link with moon lander 


Two new species of ginger 
discovered in Nagaland 



Zingiber perenense, Left, was found growing in moist areas, 
while Zingiber dimapurense was collected from a forest. 


129 kg mephedrone worth 752 crore seized 

ATS officers raid factory in Navi Mumbai where drug was manufactured; 5 held 



Huge haul: ATS officers display the seized mephedrone and 
cash on Tuesday, ■special arrangement 


Tahilramani not to preside over 
court proceedings indefinitely 


• • 


A ND-NDE 
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Factoring in safety 


Major industrial accidents point to the need 
for a stronger worker safety law 

I ndia’s record in promoting occupational and indus¬ 
trial safety remains weak even with years of robust 
economic growth. Making work environments safer 
is a low priority, although the productivity benefits of 
such investments have always been clear. The conse¬ 
quences are frequently seen in the form of a large num¬ 
ber of fatalities and injuries, but in a market that has a 
steady supply of labour, policymakers tend to ignore 
the wider impact of such losses. It will be no surprise, 
therefore, if the deaths of four people, including a se¬ 
nior officer, in a fire at the Oil and Natural Gas Corpora¬ 
tion gas facility in Navi Mumbai, or the tragedy that 
killed nearly two dozen people at a firecracker factory 
in Batala, Punjab are quickly forgotten. Such incidents 
make it imperative that the Central government aban¬ 
don its reductionist approach to the challenge, and en¬ 
gage in serious reform. There is not much evidence, ho¬ 
wever, of progressive moves. The Occupational Safety, 
Health and Working Conditions Code, 2019, introduced 
in the Lok Sabha in July to combine 13 existing laws re¬ 
lating to mines, factories, dock workers, building and 
construction, transport workers, inter-State migrant la¬ 
bour and so on, pays little attention to the sector-specif¬ 
ic requirements of workers. One of its major shortcom¬ 
ings is that formation of safety committees and 
appointment of safety officers, the latter in the case of 
establishments with 500 workers, is left to the discre¬ 
tion of State governments. Evidently, the narrow stipu¬ 
lation on safety officers confines it to a small fraction of 
industries. On the other hand, the Factories Act cur¬ 
rently mandates appointment of a bipartite committee 
in units that employ hazardous processes or substanc¬ 
es, with exemptions being the exception. This provi¬ 
sion clearly requires retention in the new Code. 

A safe work environment is a basic right, and India’s 
recent decades of high growth should have ushered in a 
framework of guarantees. Unfortunately, successive g v 
vernments have not felt it necessary to ratify many c un 
damental conventions of the International Lab ar Or¬ 
ganization (ILO) covering organised and ur rganised 
sector workers’ safety, including the Occu^ ati il Safe¬ 
ty and Health Convention, 1981. Those ILO irv + aments 
cover several areas of activity that he DA govern¬ 
ment’s occupational safety Code iw ^ks to amalga¬ 
mate, but without the systemX efo. tr t is necessary 
to empower workers. It is en, il, therefore, that the 
new Code go back to the 'aw, g board for careful scru¬ 
tiny by experienced parlk nentarians, aided by fresh 
inputs from employees, employers and experts. Indus¬ 
tries that use hazardous processes and chemicals de¬ 
serve particular attention, and the Code must have 
clear definitions, specifying limits of exposure for work¬ 
ers. Compromising on safety can lead to extreme con¬ 
sequences that go beyond factories, and leave someth¬ 
ing that is etched in the nation’s memory as in the case 
of the Bhopal gas disaster. 


Hard-fought glory 

With his 19th Grand Slam win, Nadal closes in 
on Federer’s record in the race for tennis’ apex 

R afael Nadal’s relationship with hard courts can be 
described as tenuous at best. While he is the king 
of clay and quite adept on grass, the acrylic has 
often been his bane. Over the years, the Spaniard has 
found the surface unforgiving; from his back to both his 
hips right down to his knees, all have suffered signifi¬ 
cant wear and tear. Yet, none of this stopped the 33- 
year-old from securing his fourth U.S. Open title on 
Sunday, making him the most successful champion at 
Flushing Meadows this decade above Novak Djokovic 
(3). The thrilling five-set win over Russian Daniil Medve¬ 
dev gave Nadal his 19th Major and puts him just one 
short of record-holder Roger Federer. To be sure, the 
surface is still his least favourite. Last month, when he 
won the Rogers Cup in Montreal, it was the first time in 
his illustrious career that he had defended a hard court 
title. As recently as in 2017-18, there was a stretch during 
which he retired or withdrew from 11 of the 12 hard 
court events he had entered. However, the latest tri¬ 
umph showed what a healthy, well-rested and mentally 
sharp Nadal could achieve. While in 2018 he had left 
New York limping, after three long, bruising encoun¬ 
ters, Nadal this time, at least until the final, was su¬ 
premely efficient. The court did its bit too; slightly be¬ 
low medium-pace, it gave Nadal a fraction extra to set 
up his shots and at the same time rewarded his recently 
acquired aggressive streak. 

The success is also another indicator that the Big 3 of 
Federer, Nadal and Djokovic, all in their thirties, are still 
the hegemonic class in men’s tennis. Medvedev ap¬ 
peared to usher in the next generation for a fleeting set 
or two but couldn’t deny a 12th straight Major for the ce¬ 
lebrated trio. In fact, an astonishing 51 of the last 59 
Slams dating back to the 2005 French Open have been 
cornered by the three. What it now does is set up a tan¬ 
talising endgame in the race to most Grand Slam titles. 
It is a competition that the protagonists Federer (20), 
Nadal (19) and Djokovic (16) attest to being least inter¬ 
ested in. But coming as it does when the threat from the 
younger crop appears genuine, it is a compelling scena¬ 
rio for the fans at least. On the women’s side, however, 
the thrill of novelty continued unabated with Canadian 
teen sensation Bianca Andreescu becoming the latest 
first-time Slam winner. In her remarkable straight sets 
victory over Serena Williams, the 19-year-old played 
with the kind of intelligence, imagination and audacity 
that is usually the preserve of the sport’s very best, as 
she left the American legend’s dream of a record- 
equalling 24th Major in tatters, yet again. 



The drumbeaters of dystopia 

The Indian media can barely question the state narrative on Kashmir, while global outlets can only pick holes in it 





KRISHNA PRASAD 


O n the last morning of Octob¬ 
er 1984, Rajiv Gandhi was 
campaigning in West Ben¬ 
gal when a police jeep intercepted 
his Mercedes to deliver the mes¬ 
sage: “There’s been an accident in 
the house. Return immediately to 
Delhi.” His mother, Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi, had been shot at by 
her Sikh bodyguards in her gar¬ 
den, on the way to a TV interview. 
As he waited for a helicopter to 
take him to Calcutta, the Congress 
General Secretary turned on his 
transistor radio to get the latest. 
He tuned in, not to All India Radio 
but the BBC. The news was not 
good but that is not the point. 

Even in pre-reforms India, 
when broadcast media was a go¬ 
vernment monopoly and mouth¬ 
piece, a would-be Prime Minister’s 
first resort of trust was “Auntie”, 
not mummy’s Akashvani. Thirtv- 
five years on, with 400 private TV 
news channels, 1,000 ne^ spa )- 
ers, and 3,000 radio statP ns. :t is 
telling commentary on the c edi¬ 
bility of the India n ne a media 
ecosystem - in fa t, c the theolo¬ 
gy of “corrpv itic ” ir a free-mar- 
ket economy the. nearly every 
piece of inlirm on which con¬ 
tests the 3t blishment narrative 
that 1 is veil in Kashmir, has 
come fr i a non-Indian source. 

St rk contrast in coverage 

tere’s a baker’s dozen since the 
“lockdown” began: First video of 
protests, firing: BBC, ‘Al Jazeera’, 
Reuters; Number of arrested: AFP, 
AP, Time, The New York Times; Mi¬ 
nors among those detained: The 
Washington Post; Detenus flown 
out of overcrowded jails: AFP; 
First pellet injury death: ‘Huffing- 
ton Post’; Soura, epicentre of resis¬ 
tance: Reuters; First bullet injury 
death: France 24; Beatings, tor¬ 
ture: BBC, The Independent; Ha¬ 


rassment, sexual abuse of women: 
Deutsche Welle; Civilians forced to 
chant ‘Vande Mataram’: Foreign 
Policy; Doctor detained for speak¬ 
ing of shortage of medicines: BBC; 
Hospitals turning into ‘gra¬ 
veyards’: The Wall Street Journal; 
Emerging medical emergency: The 
Lancet editorial. 

With most “national media” 
plunging into the patriotic duty of 
drumming up support for the 
“constitutionally contentious” 
move - privileging the interests of 
a rampaging State over that of the 
caged citizen - the contrast pro¬ 
vided by global outlets unmasking 
the suppression of human, civil 
and fundamental rights of Kashmi¬ 
ris, has been so stark that one web¬ 
site was constrained to ask: “ re 
foreign and Indian media re >or 
ing on the same place' v m ; n- 
land journalist on assp tsays 
she has encour d o much 
hatred for die nec i’s part in 
painting a on ch jmatic pic¬ 
ture, tha*- she i s had to apologise 
on 1 die of ^ruaternity multiple 
tim^ 

Ci line* zero in Kashmir 

Theicin lies the great paradox. For 
i whole month in the 21st century, 
Kashmiri journalists have worked 
in the 20th. They have not been 
able to freely use the phone and 
the Internet, write or transmit sto¬ 
ries, print or distribute newspap¬ 
ers. They have been denied curfew 
passes, harassed at security check¬ 
points, made to delete photos and 
videos. They have had to beg tra¬ 
vellers flying out of Srinagar to car¬ 
ry pen drives and printouts of mo¬ 
bile screenshots. Of the Valley’s 
174 dailies, fewer than 10 are being 
published; their e-papers are fro¬ 
zen in time, on August 5. One edi¬ 
tor going abroad for training was 
stopped inside an airport after he 
had picked up his boarding pass¬ 
es. 

Yet, with foreign correspon¬ 
dents being denied permits to go 
to Kashmir, American, Arabic, 
British, French and German media 
organisations have relied entirely 
on home-grown journalists for 
their stand-out coverage, which 



be the -Stion as to why Indian 
iai Tream media (MSM) vehicles 
ave not been able to find the 
s A A ce or the resources for them. 
Or, why they have felt duty-bound 
to “broadcast sunshine stories that 
life is back to normal and getting 
better every day”, in the words of 
a British academic. Either the In¬ 
dian media is so true to its craft, or 
so craven, that not a single report 
has had to be disputed. For the 
first time since 2014, the parrot 
cannot hear the cries of the major¬ 
ity, Muslim in this case. 

Near capitulation 

It is not as if all the Indian media 
has buried the story: there have 
been tiny isles of valiance in an 
ocean of conformity. Just that, af¬ 
ter the initial flurry, the giants are 
coasting in the routine and the offi¬ 
cial, as per the sage advice: “Some 
news is best not reported”. Pock¬ 
ets of English print and digital 
journalism still offer some excep¬ 
tions but large swathes of language 
media have served unvarnished, 
Islamophobic propaganda sans 
scrutiny. “Whatever [the] Indian 
media is reporting, the opposite is 
true,” says one Kashmiri journal¬ 
ist. “Editors give directions to field 
reporters on the kind of sound¬ 
bites they want from the ground to 
fit into their studio scripts. People 
oblige but viewers do not see the 
security men behind the camera.” 

A charitable explanation for the 
near-wholesale capitulation - the 
“underhand censorship” as one 
media watcher called it - is that, in 
the epoch of hyper-nationalism, 


Indian journalism is reverting to 
its historical and dutiful role of 
“nation-building”. Newspapers at 
the time of Independence, TV 
now. So, while the “western” me¬ 
dia can only see anger, abuse, 
chaos, trouble and violence in the 
kaleidoscope, ‘swadeshi’ media 
can only see peace, calm, order, 
happiness and acceptance. In the 
battle between hard reality and 
‘sarkari’ spin, between democracy 
and ‘desh bhakti’, loyal owners, 
editors, anchors and other toadies 
know which perception has grea¬ 
ter purchase in the #NewIndia 
market. 

The peak of lows 

In truth, however, Kashmir marks 
the apogee in a long orbit of evis¬ 
ceration of the Indian media, an 
ongoing project that has over¬ 
turned the profession’s credo to 
“comfort the afflicted”. Successive 
low benchmarks - JNU, cow lynch- 
ings, love ‘jihad’, Sabarimala, tri¬ 
ple ‘talaq’, Rohit Vemula, demone¬ 
tisation, Pulwama, surgical strikes 
- have taught the watchdogs to as¬ 
sume a supine pose. The pliancy 
in Kashmir, therefore, is a Pavlo- 
vian response. As The Economist 
commented: “The Press’s current 
sycophancy rises from a hinter¬ 
land of intimidation, trimming 
and currying favour dating back to 
Narendra Modi’s rise in power in 
2014.” 

The strategem to subjugate the 
Kashmiri voice is, of course, a 
work in progress but it gained 
steam when the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) joined hands with the 
Peoples Democratic Party in 2016. 
Standard intimidatory tactics with 
plausible deniability built into 
them - labelling newspapers as 
“anti-national”; denying govern¬ 
ment advertisements; arresting 
and interrogating editors - served 
to send the signal to the rest of the 
tribe. Battered by revenue short¬ 
fall, salary cuts and job losses, 
most fell in line. An artfully creat¬ 
ed class divide among journalists, 
between local and national. Pandit 
and Muslim, Indian and foreign, 
has polarised positions, and re¬ 
moved empathy from the 


equation. 

Despite Brexit and Hong Kong, 
Kashmir has sparked a scramble 
among international news media 
houses, each trying to scoop the 
other. As the communications 
blackout took hold, BBC Radio 
thumbed its nose at Delhi by in¬ 
creasing the duration of its Hindi 
and Urdu bulletins with the teas¬ 
ing tagline: “Neither Internet shut¬ 
downs nor power cuts can stop in¬ 
dependent news”. Meanwhile, the 
Indian MSM was resting its oars, 
having done its bit in the sacred 
task of manufacturing consent on 
the mainland. With the hashtag 
#KashmirWithModi trending on 
social media even without Kash¬ 
mir being connected to the grid, 
Umberto Eco’s warning of the “in¬ 
vasion of the idiots” has come 
good. 

In the “Brave New World” of 
Kashmir, the Indian state has 
worked out the Huxleyan circuitry 
of how to make the media relay a 
unitary message without explicitly 
making it appear so. Therefore, a 
scarcity of dissent in spite of a 
plethora of evidence. It is a model 
that can be developed further and 
replicated anywhere else at short 
notice - within the pretence of a 
democratic framework. 

In 1954, Gabriel Garcia Marquez 
wrote: “Journalism is a biological 
necessity of humanity.” To the 
eternal shame of the Republic, in 
2019, from the judges of the Su¬ 
preme Court to the former judge 
who heads the Press Council, from 
the Information and Broadcasting 
Minister to industry bodies, the 
open-ended trade fineprint “Con¬ 
ditions Apply” seems to be the op¬ 
erative clause. And to think that 
the train of events - from the BJP 
pulling out of the coalition, to the 
abrogation of Article 370 - was set 
off by the assassination of a jour¬ 
nalist: Shujaat Bukhari, the found¬ 
ing editor of ‘Rising Kashmir’. But, 
then, does a Chinar tree make 
noise when it falls, if the Indian 
media is not around? 


Krishna Prasad is former Editor-in-Chief 
‘Outlook’ magazine, and former member; 
Press Council of India 


The larger picture about inclusive programming 

India is in a unique position to scale up ‘same language subtitling’, improving both media access and reading literacy 



T he Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting (MIB) re¬ 
cently mandated captioning 
for TV programming in order to 
make it accessible to the Deaf or 
Hard of Hearing population. The 
decision comes nearly four de¬ 
cades after the United States first 
implemented captioning for the 
same purpose. India’s phase-wise 
implementation plan requires all 
800 plus channels to start this on 
at least one programme a week, 
beginning August 15, 2019, Inde¬ 
pendence Day. By 2020,10% of all 
programming must have captions; 
the figure is to grow by 10% every 
year, covering up to 50% of all pro¬ 
gramming by 2025. 

The wellspring 

The policy impetus for this deci¬ 
sion is rooted in the Rights of Per¬ 
sons with Disabilities Act, 2016 
which made “sub-titles” on TV a 
right. The major challenge for the 
Ministry now is to ensure com¬ 
pliance by all channels, state and 
private, as set in the time table. 

Captioning on TV for the aural¬ 
ly-challenged is not new. Many 
countries have followed the U.S.’s 


lead. Still, India’s foray into TV 
captioning is significant for two 
reasons. It is one of the first major 
countries in the Global South to 5 
embrace captioning for media ac- | 
cess, Brazil being the other one. ° 
But India is the first country where § 
the importance of captioning, or « 
Same Language Subtitling (SLS) | 
has been established for mass 
reading literacy. 

Key goals 

At a time when countries are 
searching for scalable and evi¬ 
dence-based solutions to achieve 
their Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), SLS in India, if im¬ 
plemented as mandated, is poised 
to make a massive contribution to 
SDG-4 on quality education; this is 
because quality education, foun- 
dationally, depends on good read¬ 
ing skills. 

India has a billion TV viewers. 
The average Indian watches TV for 
3 hours and 46 minutes every day, 
according to the latest FICCI-EY 
Media & Entertainment report 
(2019). Film (24%) and general en¬ 
tertainment (53%) are the domi¬ 
nant genres. All of this content is 
now required to have SLS, in all 
languages. 

Scientific evidence suggests that 
SLS on TV would serve three goals: 
daily and automatic reading litera¬ 
cy practice for one billion viewers, 
including 500 million weak-read- 
ers who would benefit the most; 
Indian language improvement for 



one billion viewers, and, finally, 
media access for 65 million aurally 
challenged people. 

All English channels in India 
have been implementing SLS for 
film and general entertainment 
content for over a decade. A fasci¬ 
nating study that compared ‘dub¬ 
bing’ with ‘subtitling’ countries of 
English content on TV found that 
the population in the latter group 
has better English language profi¬ 
ciency. English channels in India 
added SLS on their own to help 
the Indian ear grasp unfamiliar 
English accents, causing a rise in 
viewership. Importantly, the En¬ 
glish SLS experience establishes 
that it is not difficult for the enter¬ 
tainment industry to implement 
SLS system-wide, if it so desires. 

Studies in India are at the global 
forefront of advancing SLS for 
reading literacy, having proven in 
several TV pilots that: SLS causes 
automatic and inescapable read¬ 
ing engagement even among very 
weak readers who can barely de¬ 
code a few letters; regular expo¬ 
sure to SLS leads to measurable 


reading skill improvement, and 
improved reading skills result in 
much higher rates of newspaper 
and other forms of reading. With 
frequent exposure to SLS over 
three to five years on content that 
people watch in any case, most 
weak readers can become func¬ 
tional and even good readers. 

Inspired by the Indian expe¬ 
rience, there is an active campaign 
in the United Kingdom to Turn-On- 
The-Subtitles (TOTS) by default in 
children’s programming. Ironical¬ 
ly, while India plans to follow in 
the footsteps of the U.S. and the 
U.K. to get started on captioning 
for media access, the U.K. is draw¬ 
ing on SLS work in India for read¬ 
ing literacy. India is in a unique po¬ 
sition to scale up SLS on TV for 
both goals: media access and read¬ 
ing literacy. 

The cost of SLS is negligible for 
new content when incorporated in 
the production process itself. To 
institutionalise SLS on TV, broad¬ 
cast policy could, therefore, simp¬ 
ly mandate it for all new content 
produced and telecast after a set 
date. 

For more than a decade, the An¬ 
nual Status of Education Reports 
(ASER) have found that, national¬ 
ly, half the rural children in stan¬ 
dard 5 cannot read standard 2-le¬ 
vel text. Despite all the 
system-level inputs on quality edu¬ 
cation, this outcome measure has 
stubbornly resisted any notewor¬ 
thy improvement. If India is to 


achieve its commitment to SDG 4 
on quality education, we need so¬ 
lutions, backed by evidence, and 
the collective power of the govern¬ 
ment, civil society, academia and 
the industry to implement them. 

Other platforms 

The Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting has taken the most 
important step toward main- 
streaming TV captioning. Now, to¬ 
gether with the Ministry of Elec¬ 
tronics and Information 
Technology, policy needs to man¬ 
date SLS on all digital Over-The- 
Top (OTT) platforms. Although 
translation subtitling is common¬ 
place on OTT platforms and they 
offer SLS in English, none of them 
has SLS in the Indian languages, 
such as Hindi subtitles for Hindi 
content and so on. This is simply 
because policy does not yet re¬ 
quire SLS on OTT. 

Civil society has shown how SLS 
can be implemented cost-effec¬ 
tively. Academia has provided 
strong evidence that SLS works re¬ 
markably well to achieve the mul¬ 
tiple goals of media access, read¬ 
ing literacy and language learning. 
The entertainment industry must 
play its part by turning on SLS for 
audio-visual content in all Indian 
languages. SLS is a right. Let us do 
the right thing. 


Brij Kothari is on the faculty ofUM 
Ahmedabad and co-founder of 
PlanetRead and BookBox 
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Amazon fires 

We now know the obverse 
side of the “Amazon forest 
fire” story and the need to 
prioritise fossil fuel 
emission reduction 
(Editorial page, “The 
Amazon fires, an alarm that 
lacks proportion”, 
September 10). However, 
we should not forget that 
the Amazon forests are the 
lungs of the earth and their 
conservation is a must. 
There can be no quibbling 
about this. The politics over 
the cause of the fires must 
end. And is there anyone 
who is championing the 
cause of the natives whose 
only source of livelihood is 
the Amazon forest? The 
world must get together 


and get the Brazilian leader 
to see reason in saving this 
jewel of the earth. 

Praveen B., 

Hyderabad 

Chief Justice’s transfer 

Too much is being read into 
the “unusual transfer” of 
the Chief Justice of the 
Madras High Court, Justice 
Vijaya Kamlesh Tahilramani 
to the Meghalaya High 
Court (Editorial, September 
10). Instead of looking at it 
as a step done with the best 
intention of leveraging her 
experience of having served 
at various courts across 
India, the hue and cry over 
it shows our scant regard 
for the collective decision 
of the collegium. After all, it 


is just a transfer of a Chief 
Justice of one High Court to 
another. Criticising the 
prerogative of the 
collegium that is mandated 
to make such judicial 
transfers is uncalled for. 

R. Prabhu Raj, 

Bengaluru 

■ It is only the justice 
delivery system and the 
public at large that stand to 
lose, being unable to make 
use of Justice Tahilramani’s 
vast judicial experience 
(Page 1, “Don’t wish to 
discuss my transfer or 
resignation, says 
Tahilramani”, September 
10). Though it is arguable 
that “one high court is as 
good as any other”, perhaps 



the collegium could have 
considered her request to 
roll back its decision. 

A. JAINULABDEEN, 

Chennai 

■ During my service as the 
head of a division in a 
Central government 
department, I often 
encountered several cases of 
refusal by staff under my 
charge to get transferred to 
“undesirable areas” - North¬ 
east India, Jammu and 
Kashmir, or even the 
Andaman Islands even 
though they were liable for 
transfer anywhere in India 
according to service rules. 
The person concerned would 
try to move heaven and 
earth to get the order 


cancelled, with the result 
that posts in these areas 
remained unfilled, thereby 
delaying development. More 
often than not, such a 
transfer was not viewed as in 
public interest but as being 
biased, punitive in nature 
and unusual. There is need 
to change this attitude. 
Perhaps Justice Tahilramani 
would have sent out a 
powerful signal had she 
accepted the order. 

N. Rama Rao, 

Chennai 

New traffic rules 

There needs to be a relook of 
the new traffic rules with 
their provision for huge fines 
and being enthusiastically 
enforced across India. If 


deterrence is the main 
objective, then the fines too 
should be realistic. However, 
for dangerous and drunken 
driving or wilful violation of 
traffic rules, the fines may be 
reasonably higher. 
Nevertheless, it is a fact that 
the dismal condition of roads 
and the absence of signalling 
at many intersections are 
responsible for numerous 
accidents. Moreover, fines 
are seldom imposed for 
vehicles that emit plumes of 
smoke from tailpipes, those 
without functioning lights 
and horn or even visible 
number plates. 

Shivaji K. Moitra, 

Kharagpur, West Bengal 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/ 


A ND-NDE 














































OPED 11 


THE HINDU DELHI 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 


Facing up to reality 

Given its achievements, ISRO should not hide setbacks with the cellophane of national pride 


One year after ‘Navtej Johar’ 
imagining an equality law 



"For decades India has been part of a rarefied space dub that consists of only a 
handful of countries." ISRO Chairman K. Sivan in Bengaluru. ■ pti 



JACOB KOSHY 


The Indian Space Research Organisa¬ 
tion (ISRO) has witnessed many trials 
and tribulations. In his book. My 
Odyssey: Memoirs of the Man Behind 
the Mangalyaan’ Mission, Chairman 
of ISRO (2009-2014) K. Radhakrish- 
nan recounts a difficult moment be¬ 
fore a crucial press conference. This 
was after a Geosynchronous Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) rocket carry¬ 
ing a very expensive GSAT-4 plum¬ 
meted into the Bay of Bengal in 2010. 
He writes, “A teary-eyed Dr. Rangan 
[his senior colleague] came up and 
hugged me... This being a failure, I 
decided to face the media alone.” 

ISRO has also faced ridicule over 
the years. A founding scientist at IS¬ 
RO, R. Aravamudan, writes in his me¬ 
moir about the reaction of his chil¬ 
dren after India finally placed a 
satellite in orbit using the Satellite 
Launch Vehicle (SLV): “My little sons 
were thrilled. In their school the SLV 
had been dubbed as the Sea Loving 
Vehicle. And now their father’s or¬ 
ganisation had been vindicated.” The 
SLV’s cousin, the Augmented Satel¬ 
lite Launch Vehicle (ASLV), quickly 
earned its own epithet, says Nambi 
Narayanan, the embattled ISRO 
scientist, in his book: “The vehicle 
was so aerodynamically jinxed that 
every time it was test launched it 
plunged into the sea. It came to be 
known as Always Sea Loving Vehi¬ 
cle.” 

Changing the narrative 

In all these accounts, there is no 
mention of ISRO facing budgetary 
cuts or opprobrium over the des¬ 
cending trajectories of its satellites. 
That is why the spectacle that unfur¬ 
led last week, after India’s failure to 
soft-land the Vikram lander on the 
moon, raises the troubling question 
of why ISRO feels the need to a - 
brush setbacks by retrospective 1 '' a* 
tering the narrative. Less than 24 
hours after ISRO Chairman K Sivan 
made it apparent that the Vi ;am 
lander had ceased to touch down on 
predicted lines, Vikram went from 
being the heart of the mission to be¬ 


ing only 5% of the mission’s objec¬ 
tives. “We have already done 90%- 
95% of the technology demonstra¬ 
tion,” Mr. Sivan said. 

ISRO provides four reasons on its 
website for what made the Chan- 
drayaan-2 mission “special”: This 
would be the first space mission to 
conduct a soft landing on the moon’s 
south pole, the first Indian expedi¬ 
tion to attempt a landing on lunar 
surface using home-grown technolo¬ 
gy, the first Indian mission to explore 
lunar terrain with home-grown tech¬ 
nology, and would make India only 
the fourth country to soft land on the 
moon. 

Chandrayaan-2 was initially cor 
ceived as a collaborative mission be 
ween India and Russia. India was to 
make the orbiter spacer af an 
launch (by GSLV) and Rus. i w, to 
provide the lander nd rovei Russia 
then said that it would on 1 provide 
the lander. Late r Ri ssia * filed out of 
the mission and Inc’a ultimately de¬ 
cided to design a 1 anaer and rover on 
its owr ihis delayed the Chan- 
drayaa 2 r 'ssion by nearly four 
ye nd ° /anced India’s Mars mis- 
s n. 1 lerefore, it’s hard to under- 
sta id tow such an iconic module 
bat bows India’s ability to design a 
s F ace vehicle suddenly became only 
5% of the overall mission objective. 
Remember, it was Vikram’s camera 
that sent “beautiful images of earth” 
as viewed from space on August 4. 

With its ‘special sauce’ missing, 
Chandrayaan-2 is now in the league 


of its predecessor Chandrayaan-1, 
launched in 2008, which included a 
lunar orbiter and a moon impac f 
probe that crash-landed on the 'un r 
equatorial surface. The key d Te¬ 
rence is that Chandrayaan , p o- 
pelled by the GSLV ML] i . ocket, 
went all the way into a h rar ui pit. 
This proved that ISRO 'd astered 
the nuances of tb 1 cr} jg :ic engine, 
which allows r ck ts pable of car¬ 
rying heaver pa - oads to be de¬ 
signed. This i. ' ing to be what truly 
propel xna inio the league of space 
powers. 

It ? P lit; zling then that Prime Mi¬ 
ni stei arendra Modi opted to view 
this sensitive failure-prone segment 
o : the launch, the liftoff, far away 
mom Sriharikota, but chose to be 
with the scientists only at the land¬ 
ing, the 5% tail end of the mission. 

The Chandrayaan-2 orbiter carries 
eight instruments on board to photo¬ 
graph the moon in much better de¬ 
tail than previous missions. While 
the focus over the last few days has 
been on Vikram, there’s no informa¬ 
tion yet on what these sophisticated 
instruments have discovered so far. 
Soon after the Vikram debacle, ISRO 
announced that the mission life of 
the orbiter had now dramatically in¬ 
creased to seven years from the pro¬ 
jected one or two years. As these are 
futuristic projections, it would be 
premature to assume that 100% of 
the orbiter’s stated objectives have 
been met, especially because ISRO 
doesn’t specify how it attributes 


weightage to different aspects of 
Chandrayaan-2. While every screw is 
critical to the success of a space mis¬ 
sion, it doesn’t follow that each of 
them carries equal weight to deter¬ 
mining the overall success of the 
mission. 

A rarified club 

It is in the nature of organisations 
everywhere, particularly when their 
projects involve significant public 
money, to spin news in the light oi 
bad press. However, in spite of it a 
layed launch, Chandrayaa^ has 
never had to face negative lbfi 
Even before the GSLV ei iba ked on 
its journey, it was alreacq drilled into 
our minds that ui exp ectations 
should be low. V\ we e informed, 
for instance, tha the success rate of 
moon-lande mi dons historically 
was only bo. 46%. We were told 
that he oc *s of failure were high, 
but hat. dia would join the rarefied 
ub f r ffions that had achieved this 
ft - the U.S., Russia and China - if 
tasted success. It needs to be un¬ 
derlined that India for decades has 
been part of a rarefied space club 
that consists of only a handful of 
countries capable of launching 
home-made satellites aboard home¬ 
grown rockets. Therefore the only 
real ‘pressure’ that ISRO faced with 
Chandrayaan-2 was to conform to so¬ 
cial media-fuelled national pride. 

ISRO’s founding Chairman Vikram 
Sarabhai had once said, “We do not 
have the fantasy of competing with 
the economically advanced nations 
in the exploration of the moon or the 
planets or manned space-flight... We 
must be second to none in the appli¬ 
cation of advanced technologies to 
the real problems of man and socie¬ 
ty.” While that may be a dated quote, 
the operative word is ‘competing’. 

ISRO’s successes are built on the 
altar of multiple failures improved 
over five decades. It still has a long 
way to go - from successfully groom¬ 
ing a private sector industry capable 
of providing many more jobs to en¬ 
suring that it maintains its merito¬ 
cratic work, culture and ability to 
hire talented engineers who can be 
invested in its work. While getting 
the world to share in its success is im¬ 
portant, ISRO only needs to explain 
its setbacks, not hide them with the 
cellophane of national pride. 


jacob.koshy@thehindu.co.in 


Such a law should impose obligations of equality and 
non-discrimination on all persons 



JAYNA KOTHARI 


In 1994 when I started law school, if some¬ 
one had told me that same-sex relationships 
or the right to gender identity would be re¬ 
cognised, I would have shook my head in dis¬ 
belief. Twenty-five years ago, there was no 
articulation of the constitutional rights to 
sexual orientation and gender identity in In¬ 
dia. A challenge to Section 377 of the Indian 
Penal Code was nowhere in the horizon. 

Is it not therefore quite remarkable that 
we are celebrating the first anniversary of 
the decriminalisation of Section 377 now? To 
see this battle start, be part of the fight and 
witness it being won in one’s lifetime is un¬ 
believable. We have moved from a society 
where transgender, intersex, lesbian, gay, bi¬ 
sexual and gender non-confirming persons 
were treated as criminals to the constitution¬ 
al recognition of the rights to sexual orienta¬ 
tion, gender identity and gender expression. 
The recognition of these rights impacts not 
only LGBTI persons, but everyone, for it pro¬ 
tects all our rights of self-expression, equali¬ 
ty and autonomy. 

The Supreme Court’s decision in Navtej 
Johar v. Union of India not only laid the 
ground for stronger equality recognition 
such as the judgment in the Joseph Shine 
case decriminalising adultery (2018) and the 
judgment in the Sabarimala case recognising 
the rights of women to enter religious 
shrines (2018), but also led to the decrimina¬ 
lising of same-sex intercourse in other juris¬ 
dictions such as the High Court of Botswana 
and inspired a constitutional challenge to 
Section 377A in Singapore. 

Steps for equality 

Decriminalisation is the first step towards re¬ 
cognition of equal rights, but the two cannot 
be conflated. The Navtej decision has to be 
followed by positive steps for equality. Trans¬ 
gender persons still face a number of legal 
barriers and LGBTI people continue to face 
discrimination, exclusion, abuse and harass¬ 
ment at work, school, health care settings 
and in public places. One reason for this is 
that we still do not have an equality and anti- 
discrimination statute that would protect 
persons from discrimination on different 
protected grounds. The only statute which is 


close is the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Act, 2016. However, this only addresses dis¬ 
crimination against persons with disabilities 
in the public sector and does not address the 
private sector. Legislation such as the Sche¬ 
duled Caste and Scheduled Tribes (Preven¬ 
tion of Atrocities) Act, 1989 and the Protec¬ 
tion of Civil Rights Act, 1955 make certain 
caste discriminatory acts criminal offences 
but do not provide civil remedies of injunc¬ 
tions or damages for acts of discrimination. 
We have the Sexual Harassment of Women at 
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Re- 
dressal) Act, 2013, but this is limited to sex¬ 
ual harassment at work. The Transgender 
Persons (Protection of Rights) Bill, 2019 ad¬ 
dresses only transgender and intersex per¬ 
sons’ rights and there is severe criticism of 
this Bill. The rights of equality and non-dis¬ 
crimination on the ground of sexual orienta¬ 
tion are not covered under this Bill. 

An overarching legislation 

The need of the hour is an overarching legis¬ 
lation that guarantees equality to all persons 
on the basis of sexual orientation, gender 
identity and expression, sex, caste, religion, 
age, disability, marital status, pregnancy, na¬ 
tionality and other grounds. The law should 
impose obligations of equality and non-dis¬ 
crimination on all persons, public and priv¬ 
ate, and in the areas of education, employ¬ 
ment, healthcare, land and housing and 
access to public places. It should provide for 
civil remedies including injunctions to stop 
discriminatory behaviour, costs and damag¬ 
es, and positive action to make reparations. 

Most importantly we need an equality law 
to define what equality would encompass. In 
the current situation, particularly in Jammu 
and Kashmir where people are arrested and 
communication channels have been 
blocked, an equality law may seem to be a 
luxury when basic freedoms of people are ta¬ 
ken away. Here the Supreme Court comes to 
our rescue because it held in its privacy judg¬ 
ment in K.S. Puttuswamy v. Union of India 
(2017) that equality and liberty cannot be 
separated, and equality encompasses the in¬ 
clusion of dignity and basic freedoms. Situa¬ 
tions like what we see in J&K also show us 
that we need an equality law that not only 
addresses discrimination against individuals 
but also addresses structural forms of dis¬ 
crimination and exclusion. On the first anni¬ 
versary of Navtej, the time is right for these 
reforms, so that we are able to see these bat¬ 
tles being won in the next 25 years. 


Jayna Kothari is a Senior Advocate 


All the President’s men 

The recent selection of Governors calls for a 
review of the gubernatorial appointments process 


MANURAJ SHUNMUGASUNDARAM 

The recent appointment of five Go¬ 
vernors by the President must be 
viewed with grave scepticism. By 
nominating persons who are deeply 
embedded within the Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party ecosystem, the Union Go¬ 
vernment has sent the clear and omi¬ 
nous signal that constitutional 
principles and judicial diktats are se¬ 
condary to the propagation of the 
party’s ideology. This places the en¬ 
tire edifice of the Constitution in an 
extremely precarious position and 
calls for a review of the process of gu¬ 
bernatorial appointments. 

The President appointed Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari, Bandaru Dattatreya, 
Arif Mohammed Khan and Tamilisai 
Soundararajan as Governors, and 
transferred Kalraj Mishra from Hima¬ 
chal Pradesh to Rajasthan. Mr. Mis¬ 
hra had assumed office at the Raj 
Bhavan in Shimla as recently as July 
22, 2019. Seen as a whole, all these 
appointees have recent, strong and 
uncompromising links with the BJP. 
Mr. Koshiyari is a former Chief Minis¬ 
ter of Uttarakhand and was a mem¬ 
ber of the 16th Lok Sabha; Mr. Mishra 
and Mr. Dattatreya served in the 
Council of Ministers under Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi; and Mr. Khan 
and Ms. Soundararajan unsuccessful¬ 
ly contested the 2004 and 2019 elec¬ 
tions, respectively, on BJP tickets. 

Constitutional position 

The process of gubernatorial ap¬ 
pointments is anything but transpa¬ 
rent. We know little more than the 
fact that the President has appointed 
a person as Governor “by warrant 
under his hand and seal”. The Con¬ 
stituent Assembly debates on this is¬ 
sue reveal divergent views and con¬ 
siderable deliberation. On May 30 
1949, Sardar Hukam Singh had ar¬ 
gued in favour of providing a panel of 
names, elected by the State Legisla¬ 
ture, for the President to choose 
from. Fellow member, Alladi Krishn- 
saswami Ayyar backed the appoint¬ 
ment of a Governor by the President 
with the hope that the “Cabinet at the 
Centre would also be guided by the 
advice” of the State Cabinet. 

Adding to the debate, G. Durgai 
Bai spoke in favour of an appoint¬ 
ment mechanism in order to “place 



the Governor above party politics, 
above factions and not to subject him 
to the party affairs”. Supporting this 
proposition. Prime Minister Jawahar- 
lal Nehru indicated his preference for 
a Governor who would be “accepta¬ 
ble to the Government of the pro¬ 
vince and yet he must not be known 
to be a part of the party machine of 
that province”. A cursory look at the 
Governors who have been appointed 
since 1950, under the Constitution, 
tells us that the fear expressed by the 
various members of the Constituent 
Assembly was not imaginary. 

Law on appointments 

A five-judge Bench of the Supreme 
Court looked at the scope of the Un¬ 
ion’s power to remove Governors in 
the landmark case of B.P. Singhal v. 
Union of India (2010). In this case, 
the Supreme Court spoke about the 
dual role of the Governor - as the 
constitutional head of the State go¬ 
vernment and as a vital link between 
the State and Union governments. 
Elucidating the specific functions of 
the Governor, the Supreme Court, 
speaking through Justice R.V. Raveen- 
dran, said that the Governor is “not 
an employee of the Union Govern¬ 
ment, nor the agent of the party in 
power nor required to act under the 
dictates of political parties”. The 
Court further anticipated that there 
“may be occasions when he may 
have to be an impartial or neutral 
Umpire where the views of the Union 
Government and State Governments 
are in conflict”. 

Over the years, the Sarkaria Com¬ 
mission on Centre-State Relations 
and the National Commission to Re¬ 
view the Working of the Constitution 
have reiterated that the Governor ap¬ 
pointee “should be a person who has 
not taken too great a part in politics 
generally, and particularly in the re¬ 
cent past”. Unfortunately, the Presi¬ 
dent has overlooked this important 
recommendation which is critical to 
the existence of a federal and consti¬ 
tutional democracy. As such, this 
reignites the debate around the office 
of the Governor, its appointments 
and processes involved. 


Manuraj Shunmugasundaram is an advocate 
and spokesperson, DMK 
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Wild wild 
west coast 


Many districts along the western coast, particularly in Maharashtra and Goa, have received large 
amounts of rainfall in the ongoing monsoon season. Of the 15 districts that have received more 
than 3,000mm, eight are located in these two States. Twenty days are left in the season, but some 
districts have already exceeded the six-year high. By Vignesh Radhakrishnan and Sumant Sen 


Highs and highs | The graph plots the rainfall received till 
September 10 in the ongoing monsoon season against the % 
departure from the Long Period Average (LPA) rainfall across 672 
districts. • indicates districts in Maharashtra and Goa, • denotes 
the rest. As the graph shows, eight districts from these two States 
received more than 3,000mm of rainfall. Mumbai city district, 
which is affected by floods, received 2,343.8mm of rainfall 
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Six-year highs | This graph shows the difference 
between this season's rainfall and the highest 
cumulative monsoon rainfall in the previous five years 
in the districts of Goa and Maharashtra. For instance, 
Kolhapur received 2,778.8mm of rain till September 10, 
2019. This is 1,047.6mm more than what it registered 
in 2018 (the highest in the previous five years) 
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Fourteen of the 37 districts in these two States have already received the highest rainfall in the last six monsoons. With 20 
more days to go for the season to end, more districts may get added to the list, making this a record season for the west coast 

Source: India Meteorological Department 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September n, 1969 

Israel strikes at Suez 

A major Israeli raid on Egyptian positions on 
the coast of the Gulf of Suez seems to have 
been a reprisal for the Commando opera¬ 
tions launched by the U.A.R. forces across 
the Canal in the campaign for “the liberation 
of Sinai.” Without assessing the claims and 
counterclaims of either side, it is worth not¬ 
ing that this has been the biggest Israeli op¬ 
eration since the recent war in West Asia. 
The Israeli Prime Minister has stated that the 
Egyptians have been launching attacks in de¬ 
fiance of the cease-fire. Gen. Odd Bull, the 
head of the United Nations Observer Team, 
is rushing to the area to collect information 
from the observer posts along the Suez Ca¬ 
nal. Meanwhile, Cairo seems to have taken 
the line that the cease-fire line has no valid¬ 
ity in view of the Israeli attacks on power sta¬ 
tions and other facilities in Egyptian territo¬ 
ry. Thus a situation is developing which 
might escalate into a full-scale war unless a 
truce can be arranged. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 11, 1919. 

The Civil Disobedience Movement. 

Sir, - when Mr. Gandhi suspended the civil 
disobedience movement in July last, he did 
so, I trust, under the full belief, that the lead¬ 
ers in this Province and elsewhere who had 
advised him not to resume the Satyagraha 
campaign, would do their part of the work 
and strain every nerve by the orderly meth¬ 
ods of agitation and secure the repeal of the 
Rowlatt laws. It is nearly 2 months since the 
movement is kept, when Mr. Gandhi will res¬ 
ume it. But there is no doubt that he will off¬ 
er Satyagraha, so long the Rowlatt laws are 
in the Indian statute book. His unbending at¬ 
titude is clearly manifest to the whole nation 
by the illuminating letters he wrote recently 
to Messrs. Arundale, and Abdul Aziz and the 
most thoughtful reply he sent to the “Penn¬ 
sylvanian” in the “Times of India”. The arti¬ 
cles which appear in the “Young India” also 
reveal to us more and more the nature in 
which Satyagraha will be offered, when it 
will be resumed. In reply to the untenable 
positions taken by Mr. Montague recently 
when he said in the House of Commons that 
he believed that the powers given to the Ex¬ 
ecutive by Rowlatt Acts were necessary, Mr. 
Gandhi wrote in the columns of the “Young 
India,” that if the Rowlatt Act is to be persist¬ 
ed in, the Government must we prepared for 
Civil Resistance of a stubborn character - a 
resistance which shall be perfectly respect¬ 
ful but which shall be unbending. 
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J&K Block Development 
Council polls soon 


Mr. Shah has promised 
more funds under the Cen¬ 
trally Sponsored Schemes 
(CSS). With leaders of most 
political parties under de¬ 
tention, it isn’t clear to what 
extent the traditional politi¬ 
cal parties will be able to 
participate in the polls. 

“The two regional par¬ 
ties, the National Confe¬ 
rence (NC) and the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) had 
boycotted the panchayat 
polls too, but it went ahead 
and was a success. Our as¬ 
sessment is that there are 
many who wish to partici¬ 


pate in the political process 
and would gladly do so in 
the absence of the old lot of 
MLAs,” said a source in the 
government. 

Vice-President M. Ven- 
lcaiah Naidu, meanwhile, 
during a meeting with sar- 
panches from Jammu and 
Kashmir in New Delhi on 
Tuesday said that “holding 
elections to local bodies ev¬ 
ery five years should be 
made mandatory” and that 
there “should be no discre¬ 
tion or scope for the States 
to either postpone or ad¬ 
vance them.” 


Curbs in Srinagar to ban 
Muharram processions 


An official said the Shia Mus¬ 
lims were confined to their 
localities and allowed to or¬ 
ganise smaller gatherings in 
local Imambaras. No major 
procession was reported 
from the traditional routes 
of Alamgari Bazar, Nigeen or 
Bohri Kadal. Locals said de¬ 
votees made an attempt to 
defy the ban at Alamgari but 
were contained by the se¬ 
curity personnel. 


“It’s the first time in three 
decades that processions 
were disallowed in Srina¬ 
gar,” said Ashiq Hussian, a 
local. The government has 
decided to ban all Muhar¬ 
ram processions in Srinagar 
“to avoid any loss of life and 
property” this year. 

Smaller processions were 
allowed in parts of Budgam 
and Ganderbal districts in 
central Kashmir. 


Imran’s party leader 
seeks asylum in India 


Mr. Kumar said the minori¬ 
ties in Pakistan were being 
deprived of their rights and 
people who raised their 
voice were being appre¬ 
hended. 

“I request Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Punjab 
Chief Minister Amarinder 


Singh to ease visa coi di- 
tions so that people sufft r- 
ing in Pakistan c come to 
India,” he said. 

“We hr d Pakistan’s 
fate will v mg atter Imran 
Khan ok ver as Prime Mi¬ 
nk r, t 1 he has failed to 
deli\ r.” 


India counters Pakistan’s 
statements on J&K 


India reminded the UN body 
about its free media, vibrant 
civil society and institution¬ 
al framework that upholds 
human rights in the coun¬ 
try. 

The Indian official in her 
submission avoided naming 
Pakistan but pointed at 
cross-border terrorism ema¬ 
nating from that country 


that has hurt India, saying, 
“Those who abet, finance, 
and support terrorism in 
any form on territory under 
their control are in truth the 
worst violators of human 
rights.” 

India also called on the 
UNHRC to seek global action 
against terrorists and state 
sponsors of terror groups. 


India should not have 
joined U.S. ban: Iran 


In addition, Iran is now dis¬ 
cussing an LNG pipeline to 
China along the China-Pakis- 
tan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), as India is not ex¬ 
pected to retain its prior in¬ 
terest in LNG imports from 
Iran. “If India wants energy 
security, it should prefer 
Iran as a dependable sup¬ 
plier,” said Mr. Chegeni. 

“We love the Indian peo¬ 
ple. But we cannot force so¬ 
mebody to love us. The Go¬ 
vernment of India has to 
decide according to its na¬ 
tional interest. Just as the 
Chinese have,” he added. 

During a visit by Iranian 
Foreign Minister Javad Zarif 


to Beijing last month, China 
and Iran agreed to upgrade 
their security partnership 
with a 25-year road map, 
which included, according 
to reports, massive Chinese 
pledges of $280 billion to¬ 
wards developing Iran’s oil, 
gas and petrochemicals re¬ 
sources, and $120 billion for 
upgrading Iran’s transport 
and manufacturing 

infrastructure. 

“We are ready to have the 
same agreement as with Chi¬ 
na, with India, maybe even 
more than that,” the Iranian 
Ambassador said, adding, 
“The doors are open, but 
opportunities won’t wait.” 


SBI to rejig repo-linked 
home loan product 


The RBI has allowed banks 
to choose from four bench¬ 
marks which include yields 
on Government of India T- 
bills, among others. Banks 
will be free to decide the 
spread over of the external 
benchmark. 

While such products are 
aimed at faster transmission 
of monetary policy rates, 
rating agency Moody’s said 
the products are credit ne¬ 
gative for India’s banks as it 
will limit their flexibility in 
managing interest rate risk. 

According to the rating 
agency, there is no direct 
link between lending rates 
and funding costs with such 
a product, unlike the pre¬ 



sent system of loan pricing, 
which is based on marginal 
cost of funds. 

“This will expose banks 
to asymmetrical move¬ 
ments in the cost of funding 
and loan yields, thus expos¬ 
ing them to interest rate 
risks,” Moody’s said. 

“It is not clear if banks 
will be able to mitigate this 
risk by linking the interest 
rates on CASA [current and 
savings account deposit] de¬ 
posits to an external bench¬ 
mark. With interest rates al¬ 
ready low on these deposits, 
a bank is unlikely to want 
them any lower as it will risk 
losing customers,” Moody’s 
said. 



Dip and rise in GDP part of growth: Sitharaman 


Our full focus now is to see how we 
can raise it, says Finance Minister 



In the spotlight: Nirma Sitharaman. -m.vedhan 


‘Millennial mindset is a factor’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Amid concerns about the 
country’s dipping Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) dur¬ 
ing the first quarter of FY20, 
Union Finance Minister Nir- 
mala Sitharaman said here 
on Tuesday that the dip and 
rise in GDP was part and par¬ 
cel of growth and that the go¬ 
vernment was acting to 
boost the economy. 

“About GDP growth rate 
reaching 5% in one quarter, I 
don’t want to negate or com¬ 
pare it with anything else 
earlier. But, it is useful for us 
to remember that such dips 
and rise in GDP growth do 
happen. I’m not underesti¬ 
mating it and we are not sit¬ 
ting without responding to 
do something to boost it,” 
Ms. Sitharaman told 
reporters. 

Addressing an event on 


‘Furthering India’s Develop¬ 
ment - 100 days of Bold In¬ 
itiatives & Decisive Actions’ 
of the Centre, she said there 
have been instances in the 
past when the GDP has 
dipped too. 

“It is part of the growth 
[story]. That sometimes it 
dips within a quarter and ris¬ 
es again. Our attempts now 
and our full focus now is to 
see how we can raise it,” she 
said. 

To a query on the financial 
experts’ criticism of the Un¬ 
ion government for receiving 
payouts to the tune of H.76 
lakh crore from the Reserve 
Bank of India, she said the 
government had also acted 
on the advice of a committee 
of experts. 

As for the growing distre s 
in the automobile sect' sh 
said her Ministry w" contin¬ 
uously engage gii tall wilU 


the industry tr c:e ow best 
it could help it. 

Thoug 1 ui *e. as been de¬ 
mand foi cut n GST rates in 
the automobile sector, she 
said on. the GST Council 
n l ’’ea decision. 

To a question, she said the 
’ate of bank mergers would 
je decided by the boards of 
the respective banks. 

She said she has appoint¬ 


ed a task force to identify va¬ 
rious infrastructure projects 
where the government could 
pump in funds to boost con¬ 
sumption. 

The Centre would spend 
funds up to H lakh crore for 
infrastructure in the next five 
years. 

Ms. Sitharaman made a 
presentation on the BJP go¬ 
vernment’s performance 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

The mindset of the 
millennial, who seem not to 
be inclined towards 
committing on EMI towards 
buying an automobile, is 
among the factors that is 
influencing the automobile 
industry, which is 
witnessing a major drop in 
the sales. Union Finance 
Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman told reporters 


during the first 100 days of 
its second term. 

She said the abrogation of 
Article 370 of the Constitu¬ 
tion, which accorded a spe¬ 
cial status to Jammu and 
Kashmir, was a “major path¬ 
breaking achievement.” The 
removal of the temporary 
provision has led to various 
schemes and policies of the 
government reaching the 


here on Tuesday. Ms. 
Sitharaman said the factors 
included the transition to BS 
VI vehicles, registration fees 
and also the mindsets of 
millennial. 

“Some studies do tell us, 
the mindsets of the 
millennial, who are now 
preferring not to commit an 
EMI towards buying an 
automobile instead would 
prefer to have Ola or Uber or 
take the metro,” she said. 


northern Union territory 
(earlier State). 

The statements made by 
Congress leader Rahul Gand¬ 
hi have been helping the 
cause of Pakistan and not In¬ 
dia in various issues con¬ 
cerning national security, 
Ms. Sitharaman said, when 
asked about the neighbour¬ 
ing country quoting Mr. 
Gandhi at the UNHRC. 


Urmila Matondkar 
resigns from Congress 

Actor cites lack of action on her letter 


Sonia meets Pawar to 
discuss scat-sharing deal 

Proposed m with Scindia does not take place 


SPECI AL CO TR P INDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Conm js. p- .,ident Sonia 
Gai .cl ' mv Nationalist Con- 
gi 5S Pc rty (NCP) chief Sha- 
rad war on Tuesday to dis¬ 
cuss the seat-sharing 
' rrangement for the As¬ 
sembly elections in 
Maharashtra. 

But the other anticipated 
meeting between Ms. Gand¬ 
hi and former Congress MP 
Jyotiraditya Scindia, regard¬ 
ing choosing a new party 
chief for Congress-ruled 
Madhya Pradesh (MP) didn’t 
take place. 

Mr. Scindia, who has been 
made the chairman of the 
screening committee to 
choose candidates for the 
Maharashtra elections, ho¬ 
wever presided over a meet¬ 
ing to shortlist nominees. 



Sonia Gandhi 


The Congress and the 
NCP have already decided to 
fight the elections under a 
coalition. 

Amid defections of the 
NCP leaders to the BJP, Mr. 
Pawar met the Congress 
chief to finalise a broad ar¬ 
rangement for the polls like¬ 
ly to held in 
October-November. 


Sources claimed that they 
discussed consolidating the 
anti BJP-Shiv Sena forces and 
could mull over including 
Raj Thackeray’s Maharash¬ 
tra Navnirman Sena (MNS) 
and the Left parties in its al¬ 
liance. The talk of the MNS 
being part of the anti-BJP al¬ 
liance had gained ground 
when the MNS chief had 
called on Ms. Gandhi at her 
residence in July. 

However, State level Con¬ 
gress leaders are believed to 
have expressed reservations 
over the MNS and a final de¬ 
cision on a grand alliance 
would be taken after consul¬ 
tations with them. 

Sources said detailed dis¬ 
cussions over specific seats 
would continue for the next 
few days before a final tie-up 
plan was made public. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Congress Lok Sabha candi¬ 
date from Mumbai North Ur¬ 
mila Matondkar resigned 
from the party on Tuesday. 
Her resignation has come as 
jolt as several senior leaders 
have already quit the party 
and switched to either Shiv 
Sena or the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) in the run-up to 
the State Assembly polls, 
party leaders said. 

She said she was quitting 
after no action was taken on 
her recent letter to the then 
Mumbai Congress President 
Milind Deora on the “lack of 
leadership and vision” in 
the party. The actor said 
that to her “utter dismay”, 
the letter was “convenient¬ 
ly” leaked to the media. 
“Some persons specifically 
named in my letter for the 
shoddy performance, ... 
were rewarded with newer 


UrmiLa Matondkar 

positions,” she said. 

Senior party leaders said 
they had not accepted the 
actor’s resignation yet. 

Reacting to her resigna¬ 
tion, Mr. Deora tweeted, “Af¬ 
ter @UrmilaMatondkar de¬ 
cided to fight LS elections 
from Mumbai North, I sup¬ 
ported her campaign whole¬ 
heartedly as @INCMumbai 
President... Fully agree that 
Mumbai North leaders 
MUST be held accountable!” 



New Assembly 
building for 
Jharkhand 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHUBANESWAR 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is scheduled to inaug¬ 
urate Jharkhand’s own As¬ 
sembly building at Ranchi 
on September 12. It is being 
dubbed as India’s first pa¬ 
perless Assembly. 

“Jharkhand will have its 
own Assembly building 19 
years after its formation. 
The credit of having India’s 
first paperless State Legis¬ 
lative Assembly building 
goes to Jharkhand,” Chief 
Minister Raghubar Das said 
at Ranchi on Tuesday. 

Built at a cost of ?465 
crore, the Assembly has 
57,220 square metres of 
built-up area. The 37- 
metre-tall dome has been 
the highlight of the spec¬ 
tacular edifice. 

The building, which has 
come up on 39 acres of 
land, reflects rich tribal 
culture of Jharkhand. 


Archbishop visits Jallianwalla Bagh 

He terms the 1919 atrocity ‘one of a number of deep stains on British history’ 



Humble offering: Rev. Justin WeLby paying homage at the 
JaLLianwaLa Bagh memorial in Amritsar on Tuesday. ■ ap 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

The Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury, Reverend Justin Welby, 
on Tuesday visited the Jal¬ 
lianwalla Bagh in Punjab’s 
Amritsar and said visiting 
the site of a horrific mas¬ 
sacre was deeply humbling 
and provoked feelings of 
profound shame. 

Prayer for healing 

After paying homage to 
those killed in Jallianwala 
Bagh, Reverend Welby, the 
global head of the Anglican 
Communion, wrote in the 
visitors’ book - “It is deeply 
humbling and provokes feel¬ 
ings of profound shame for 
me as British Christian to vi¬ 
sit this place that witnessed 
such an atrocity over a 
hundred years ago. My first 
response is pray to my loving 


heavenly father for healing 
to those still suffering grief, 
loss and anger. That prayer 
to god for healing then com¬ 
pels me to commit to actions 
that may seek to bridge di¬ 
vides of culture and religion 
that we may together root 


out hatred and seek the com¬ 
mon good.” 

Later, he took to Face- 
book about Jallianwalla Bagh 
and posted: “I feel a deep 
sense of grief having visited 
the site of the horrific Jallian¬ 
wala Bagh Massacre today in 


Amritsar, where a great 
number of Sikhs, as well as 
Hindus, Muslims and Chris¬ 
tians, were shot dead by Brit¬ 
ish troops in 1919.” 

“I have no status to apolo¬ 
gise on behalf of the U.K., its 
government or its history. 
But I am personally very sor¬ 
ry for this terrible atrocity.” 

He wrote, “Coming here 
arouses a sense of profound 
shame at what happened in 
this place. It is one of a num¬ 
ber of deep stains on British 
history. The pain and grief 
that has transcended the 
generations since must nev¬ 
er be dismissed or denied.” 

On April 13, 1919, hun¬ 
dreds were killed and more 
than 1,200 injured after Brit¬ 
ish troops led by Reginald 
Dyer opened fire on a peace¬ 
ful gathering at Jallianwala 
Bagh in Amritsar. 


RSS softens its line on gay marriage 


New book on roadmaps for 21st century says it is willing to discuss issue in future 


NISTU LA HEBBAR 

NEW DELHI 

A new book on the challeng¬ 
es of the 21st Century 
through the prism of the 
Rashtriya Swayamsewak 
Sangh (RSS) argues that 
while currently the organisa¬ 
tion is not in favour of gay 
marriage (while in favour of 
reading down of Article 377), 
the matter “can be discussed 
in future.” 

The book. The RSS: Road¬ 
maps For The 21st Century 
(Rupa Books), is authored by 
Sunil Ambekar, who is the 
organising national secre¬ 
tary of the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP), 
the student wing of the RSS. 

Speaking to The Hindu, 
Mr. Ambekar, who occupies 
an important position in the 



Sunil Ambekar 

RSS hierarchy, said the or¬ 
ganisation was clear that it 
did not oppose the decrimi- 
nalisation of gay sex but had 
reservations about institu¬ 
tionalisation of gay mar¬ 
riage, adding however, that 
the issue “could be dis¬ 
cussed in future” and was 
not a closed chapter. 


The BJP-led Union govern¬ 
ment had not opposed the 
reading down of Article 377 
and the RSS had also sup¬ 
ported that view last year 
when the Supreme Court fi¬ 
nally read down the Article. 

Future challenges 

Mr. Ambekar’s book, in fact 
looks at the challenges of 
21st century social and cultu¬ 
ral life and what should be 
the RSS’ response to the 
same. It has chapters on the 
ABVP’s work among the 
transgender community, 
and a big emphasis on the is¬ 
sue of social justice, how 
caste disparities are leading 
to caste being irrelevant as a 
scheme of social categorisa¬ 
tion in India. The RSS, ar¬ 
gues the book, has scope for 


the inclusion of all categories 
of people in its fold. 

An important chapter of 
the book is about the future 
shape of society, due to ur¬ 
banisation, tackling social 
anomie that arises out of ur¬ 
ban living and changes in the 
nature of community and fa¬ 
mily. Instead of commenting 
on the virtues of joint or nu¬ 
clear families, the book says 
that fostering a sense of com¬ 
munity, in any place, is the 
key to lessening social alie¬ 
nation. “The West deve¬ 
loped but at the cost of the 
environment, family, happi¬ 
ness and world peace, our 
challenge is to find a better 
way to be, in this movement 
towards developed socie¬ 
ties,” he said. The book is to 
be out on October 1. 



Prime Minister Narendra Modi paying tribute to Arun Jaitley 
at a condolence meeting on Saturday, -shiv kumar pushpakar 


Leaders pay tributes 
to Arun Jaitley 


Modi says he lost a Very close friend’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Tuesday led lead¬ 
ers from several political 
parties in paying tributes to 
the late Arun Jaitley, admit¬ 
ting that he felt the loss of 
his “very close friend” every 
moment and that he would 
“always regret” not being 
able to pay his last respects 
to Jaitley. Prime Minister 
Modi was on a three nation 
tour when Jaitley passed 
away on August 24. 

Mr. Modi described the 
former Finance Minister as 
an “invaluable gem” in In¬ 
dia’s public life. 

As a member of his Cabi¬ 
net, the former Finance Mi¬ 
nister would give valuable 


inputs because of his know¬ 
ledge of Parliamentary and 
government history, Mr. Mo¬ 
di said, adding that he 
would miss him and his “en¬ 
cyclopaedic” knowledge. 

Mr. Modi recalled that 
Jaitley and he would share a 
room during the party’s 
conventions, despite the lat¬ 
ter being able to afford five- 
star accommodation, in or¬ 
der to keep to organisation¬ 
al discipline. 

Home Minister Amit Shah 
said Jaitley supported him 
“like a rock” during his diffi¬ 
cult times, an apparent refe¬ 
rence to the period when 
the Gujarat leader was em¬ 
broiled in a fake encounter 
case in which he was later 
discharged. 


APPEAL 

4 years old Kirithik needs your support in bringing 
a lasting change and a new life. He suffers from 
Relapsed T Cell Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia 
and requires Rs. 6,00,000/-towards Chemotherapy 
at Meenakshi Mission Hospital & Research Centre, 
Madurai. Donations sent by Ch/D.D. favouring 
Meenakshi Mission Hospital & Research Centre, 
Madurai will be acknowledged. The donations 
sent through Ch/D.D/NEFT Transfer (Syndicate 
Bank, Nungambakkam Branch, A.C.No: 60182010063310, IFSC No: 
SYNB0006018) favouring WOMEN’S WELFARE SYNDICATE is 
exempted under 80G IT. Please give us your E-mail ID. 

All Correspondence is done through WWS, Regd. Public Charitable 
Trust, Flat No. GF 1, Corddel Apartments, O.No. 13, N.No. 29, 
Pycrofts Garden Lane, Chennai-600006. Ph: 044-42137401 / 
28235324. E-mail ID: womenswelfaresyndicate@gmail.com Website: 
www.womenswelfaresyndicate.org 
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Modi, Oli open cross-border pipeline 

India-Nepal relationship will continue to intensify across multiple sectors, says PM 



Close bond: PM Narendra Modi and Nepalese counterpart K.P. 
Sharma Oli during the video-link launch of the pipeline. - pti 


Resurrected ‘Golden 
Arrows’ to fly Rafale jets 

First batch of the aircraft is scheduled to arrive in May 2020 



Giving wings: Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa after reviving 
the 17 Squadron at the Ambala airbase on Tuesday, -pti 



Punjab CM for visa-free 
entry to Kartarpur 

CHANDIGARH 

Punjab Chief Minister 
Amarinder Singh will take up 
the issue of visa-free entry of 
pilgrims through the 
Kartarpur Corridor with the 
External Affairs Minister, an 
official statement said on 
Tuesday. The decision was 
taken by the State Cabinet at 
a meeting chaired by the CM 
in Sultanpur Lodhi. 

Army holds simultaneous 
exercises in Russia, U.S. 

NEW DELHI 

Amid tensions with Pakistan, 
an Indian Army contingent is 
in Russia for Exercise Tsentr 
2019, which began on 
Tuesday. The Armies of China 
and Pakistan, besides those of 
the Central Asian Republics, 
are taking part. At the same 
time, another contingent is in 
the U.S. for Yudh Abhyas, an 
annual bilateral exercise. 

Later this week, the Army will 
host the first conference of 
military medicine for the 
Shanghai Co-operation 
Organisation members. 

Hooda granted LoP 
status in Haryana 

CHANDIGARH 

Days after being declared as 
the Congress Legislative 
Party leader in Haryana, 
Speaker Kanwar Pal on 
Tuesday granted Bhupinder 
Singh Hooda the status of 
Leader of the Opposition in 
the Assembly. The Speaker 
took the decision on a letter 
sent by newly appointed 
Haryana Congress president 
Kumari Selja. The Congress 
has 17 MLAs in the State 
Assembly, pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The India-Nepal relationship 
will continue to intensify 
across multiple sectors, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said on Tuesday during 
the video-link launch of the 
Motihari-Amlekhgunj energy 
pipeline during which he 
was invited to visit Nepal by 
Prime Minister K.P. Sharma 
Oli. 

“Prime Minister Modi said 
the 69-km Motihari-Amlekh¬ 
gunj pipeline, having a ca¬ 
pacity of 2 million metric ton 
per annum, will provide 
cleaner petroleum products 
at affordable cost to the peo¬ 
ple of Nepal. He welcomed 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON DC 

American President Donald 
Trump on Monday again of¬ 
fered to help with the “con¬ 
flict” between India and Pa¬ 
kistan over Kashmir. 

“Well, India and Pakistan 
are having a conflict over 
Kashmir, as you know. I 
think it’s a little bit less heat¬ 
ed right now than it was two 
weeks ago, and I’m willing 
to help them. I get along 
with both countries very 
well. I’m willing to help 
them if they want. Ttny 
know that that is out th ere ” 
Mr. Trump said to a q les 
tion, while address mg re¬ 
porters here. 

Mr. Trump et off a 


the announcement made by 
Prime Minister Oli to reduce 
the price of petroleum pro¬ 
ducts by 12 per litre in Ne- 


diplomatic kerfuffle bet¬ 
ween India and the U.S. 
when he said Prime Minister 
Modi had asked him to me¬ 
diate in the dispute. These 
comments were made d iir - 
ing Pakistan Prime Mir ste. 
Imran Khan’s Julv , ,iti the 
White House, p'io. to In¬ 
dia’s abrogation if dal 
status for Ka /in ir. 

Since the i Mr. Trump has 
met Mr. Toe v at the G7 
meetir ;s in Biarritz, 
Fra ce) nd had telephone 
calls flh him and Mr. Khan. 
At joint press interaction 
prior to the Modi-Trump bi¬ 
lateral, Mr. Modi reiterated 
that Kashmir was a bilateral 
issue between India and Pa¬ 
kistan. 


pal,” said a press release 
from the office of the Prime 
Minister of India. 

The project is one of the 


SPEC IAL ORRLaPONDENT 

NEW D1 HI 

Indr 0 ] Tuesday rejected 
i e reference to Jammu and 
K >hmir in the latest China- 
Pakistan joint statement and 
called on both countries to 
stop activities related to the 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC) in Pakistan- 
occupied Kashmir (PoK). 

“We reject the reference 
to Jammu and Kashmir in 
the joint statement issued 
by China and Pakistan after 
the recent visit of Chinese 
Foreign Minister. J&K is an 
integral part of India. India 
has consistently expressed 
concerns to both China and 
Pakistan on the projects in 
so-called China-Pakistan 


several connectivity 

schemes that India and Ne¬ 
pal have been planning for 
years, and was inked in 2015. 

A test supply was carried 
out in July after which both 
sides agreed to operational¬ 
ise the energy route, a first 
time effort in South Asia. 
Sources say it will help Nepal 
ensure stable energy supply 
for its domestic market. 

The project is being led by 
the Indian Oil Corporatic 
and the Nepal Oil Coi ora 
tion, which built the ini 
tructure in AmW :hgunj. 

Mr. Modi accc Ted the in¬ 
vitation f] on his Nepali 
counterpi t to visit Kath- 
manr u. 


Economic Corridor, which 
is on the territory of India 
that has been illegally occu¬ 
pied by Pakistan since 1947,” 
Ministry of External Affairs 
spokesperson Raveesh Ku¬ 
mar said. 

Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi visited Pakistan ov¬ 
er the weekend and dis¬ 
cussed regional issues. Chi¬ 
na reiterated its support to 
Pakistan to protect its terri¬ 
torial integrity and sove¬ 
reignty. 

“India is resolutely op¬ 
posed to any actions by oth¬ 
er countries to change the 
status quo in PoK. We call 
on the parties concerned to 
cease such actions,” said the 
spokesperson. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Indian Air Force (IAF) 
on Tuesday resurrected the 
Air Force Station (AFS) Am- 
bala-based 17 Squadron ‘Gol- 
en Arrows’, which will op- 
ei ate the first squadron of 
k Tale fighter jets in the near 
future. 

The first batch of Rafale 
jets is scheduled to be for¬ 
mally handed over to De¬ 
fence Minister Rajnath Singh 
on October 8 in France, offi¬ 
cials said, speaking on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. The jets 
are set to arrive in India in 
May 2020. 

The resurrection ceremo¬ 
ny was presided over by IAF 
chief Air Chief Marshal 
(ACM) B.S. Dhanoa. Inciden¬ 
tally, he had commanded 
the 17 Squadron during the 
Kargil conflict in 1999. On 
December 31, 2011 the squa¬ 
dron was ‘number plated’ af¬ 
ter the Russian Mig-21 jets 
that it flew were 
decommissioned. 

The 17 Squadron was 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO LICATA 

The interest and rights of ev¬ 
ery Indian citizen will be 
protected and those who 
have illegally entered the 
country will be dealt with as 
per provisions of the law, Un¬ 
ion Minister for Women and 
Child Development Smriti 
Irani said here on Tuesday. 
Ms. Irani, who was in the 


raised at Ambala on October 
01,1951 under the command 
of Flight Lieutenant D.L. 
Springett and was initially 
equipped with the Harvard- 
IIB aircraft. 

“By November 1955, 
Squadron converted fully to 
De Havilland Vampire and 
by 1957, Hawker Hunter air¬ 
craft were flown by the ‘Gol¬ 
den Arrows’. The Squadron 
converted to the Mig-21 M in 
1975,” the IAF said in a 
statement. 

Between October 2019 
and May 2020, three batches 


city to highlight the achieve¬ 
ments of 100 days work of 
the Narendra Modi-led go¬ 
vernment, was responding 
to questions on the imple¬ 
mentation of National Regis¬ 
ter of Citizens (NRC) in West 
Bengal. 

“The BJP is dedicated to 
protecting the rights of citi¬ 
zens of India, the BJP has ar¬ 
ticulated its stand against il- 


- each comprising eight IAF 
pilots along with engineers 
and technicians - would un¬ 
dergo advanced training on 
the Indian Rafale jets in 
France, a defence official 
said. So far, three IAF pilots 
and two technical officers 
have trained on the French 
Air Force’s Rafales as per the 
terms of the contract. 

The Indian standard Ra¬ 
fale, incorporating all the In¬ 
dia Specific Enhancements 
(ISEs), would be operation¬ 
ally ready, latest by Septem¬ 
ber 2021. 


legal infiltration on many 
platforms,” the Union Minis¬ 
ter said, adding that Home 
Minister Amit Shah has said 
on several occasions that 
rights of every citizen will be 
protected. 

Ms. Irani’s comments 
comes in the backdrop of a 
resolution passed by the 
West Bengal Assembly 
against NRC in Assam. 


India, Pak. tensions a bit 
less heated now: Trump 

Willing to help, U.S. President reiterates 


CPEC is on our territory, 
India renjinds China 

MEA re ; ects icierence to Kashmir 


Rights of citizens will be protected: Smriti 


start U P. , ICaMmir apples to escape 

scenario is not : l t 1 

rosy: report lockdown via Central route 


YUTH IKA BHARGAVA 

—^ NEW DELHI 

Not everything is good 
with the start-up ecosys¬ 
tem in the country, accord¬ 
ing to a report by TiE Delhi- 
NCR and consulting firm 
Zinnov released on Tues¬ 
day. 

The report pointed out 
that the pace of new start¬ 
ups being founded has 
slowed over the past two 
years across India. 

The trend is also reflect¬ 
ed in the new start-ups 
coming up in Delhi NCR 
region. 

From a record 6,679 
start-ups founded across 
India in 2015, the pace 
slowed to 5875 start-ups in 
2016; 3,478 in 2017 and 
2036 in 2018. In the first 
half of 2019, the number 
stood at 800. 

The start-ups in Delhi- 
NCR have a very varied 
mix, TiE Delhi-NCR presi¬ 
dent Rajan Anandan said. 
“Unlike other regions, the 
10 unicorns that we have in 
Delhi-NCR, they’re not 
from one particular sector, 
they are from fin-tech, e- 
commerce, logistics, food, 
and energy,” Mr. Anandan 
said. Within Delhi-NCR, 
Delhi accounted for 4,491 
start-ups, Gurugram 1,544 
and Noida 1,004. 


Government to procure produce directly from farmers 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

Kashmir’s famed apple is 
battling to get exported out¬ 
side the State this year. From 
suspected militants cam¬ 
paigning against the fruit’s 
export to the government’s 
inability to rope in enough 
trucks, the Centre’s Special 
Market Intervention Price 
Scheme (MISP) is now pro¬ 
viding much-needed assis¬ 
tance to growers’ hopes of 
salvaging the ^16,000 crore 
apple industry amid the con¬ 
tinuous lockdown. 

Chief Secretary B.V.R. 
Subrahmanyam announced 
the government’s plan to 
procure almost 12 lakh me¬ 
tric tonnes of apple this sea¬ 
son, under the MISP, with 
the help of the National Agri¬ 
culture Cooperative Market¬ 
ing Federation of India. 

“Nearly 60% of the esti¬ 
mated annual apple produc¬ 
tion will be procured from 
the apple growers near their 
door steps,” said Mr. Subrah¬ 
manyam. “It’s expected to 
enhance growers’ income by 
about ?2,000 crore,” he ad¬ 
ded. 

Kashmir produced 20 
lakh metric tonnes of apple 
in 2018, contributing 73% to 




A farmer picks apples in his 
orchard in Pulwama district, in 
this file photo, -nissar ahmad 


the total apple production in 
the country, according to of¬ 
ficials. The period of pro¬ 
curement would be for six 
months, starting September, 
at a cost of?8,000 crore. 

This year, the State go¬ 
vernment failed to rope in 
enough trucks for apple ex¬ 
port after the August deci¬ 
sion to revoke J&K’s special 
status, followed by a lock- 
down and communications 
blockade. An official said 
400 to 700 trucks were ply¬ 
ing against the demand of 
1,200 trucks per day, up 
from 120 trucks last month, 
according to officials. It had 
resulted in the closure and 
poor flow of fruit from the 
main mandis (wholesale 
market) at Baramulla’s So- 


pore, Srinagar’s Parimpora, 
Shopian and Anantnag’s 
Batengo. 

Gunmen oppose exports 

The night-time functioning 
of the Sopore mandi had al¬ 
so come to a grinding halt af¬ 
ter four civilians were shot at 
on September 6 by suspect¬ 
ed militants “for their at¬ 
tempts to revive the export”. 

The police claim there 
was a pattern in the threats 
issued to the fruit growers. 
According to the police, gun¬ 
men destroyed several or¬ 
chards and beat up several 
growers in Shopian. “Mili¬ 
tants are directing orchar- 
dists to stop exporting apple 
this year in a bid to sever all 
ties with mainland India,” 
said a police officer. 

Caught in the crosshairs, 
fruit grower Nazeer Ahmad 
(name changed), told The 
Hindu that apple should be 
“a conflict-neutral commod¬ 
ity”. “The government’s 
highway ban earlier this year 
had already dented profits 
on the early crop. The apple 
is the mainstay of farmers’ 
incomes. It needs to be pro¬ 
tected, otherwise a large 
population of farmers will 
slip into penury,” he said. 


Centre moves to sell data 
from Smart Cities project 

data,” he said. So far, the 


DAMI NI NATH 

NEW DELHI 

Starting with an open data 
platform for the 100 cities 
that are a part of its Smart Ci¬ 
ties Mission by 2020, the go¬ 
vernment is planning to 
make a wide range of data - 
from health, education, fi¬ 
nances to social aspects - of 
all 4,041 urban local bodies 
public by 2024 and eventual¬ 
ly monetising it. 

Union Ministry of Hous¬ 
ing and Urban Affairs (Mo- 
HUA) officials said on Mon¬ 
day that the open data 
platform for the 100 cities 
would be expanded to cover 
500 cities by 2022 and all ur¬ 
ban centres in the country 
by 2024. The India Urban 



Data Exchange set up by the 
MoHUA for its Smart Cities 
would be expanded, even¬ 
tually leading to a “market¬ 
place”, Smart Cities Mission 
Director and Joint Secretary 
in MoHUA Kunal Kumar 
said. 

For marketing 

“We will start to do pilots on 
data marketplace. For in¬ 
stance, I can see anony¬ 
mised data in bulk on mobil¬ 
ity being used by advertisers 
to put up billboards in areas 
where people congregate at 
a particular time of the day 
... These are opportunities 
in the future. Right now, we 
are making sure that cities 
are mature in dealing with 



open data platform has 
2,783 data catalogues from 
99 Smart Cities, and by 
2020, all data sets for the 
Smart Cities would be availa¬ 
ble, officials said. 

This data would help ci¬ 
ties plan their interventions 
better, they said. All cities 
would have data officers and 
data coordinators by 2024, 
Mr. Kumar said. 

“Whether we like it or 
not, datasets are getting 
used by companies already. 
The cities should use it for 
funding infrastructure pro¬ 
jects,” he said, adding that 
any future monetisation 
would be under the data pri¬ 
vacy and other related laws. 
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AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF INDIA 



TENDER NOTICE 


E-bid No.: 2019_AAI_31682 

Airports Authority of India 
invites item Rate tenders 
through the E-Tendering portal 
by Asst. General Manager 
(Engg-Elect) on behalf of 
Chairman AAI from the eligible 
contractors for the work of 
"Construction of 10 nos 
parking bays, one isolation 
bay and GSE area including 
taxi tracks at Trichy Airport. 
SH: Electrical works." for an 
estimated cost of 
^ 1,61,94,598/- (ex.GST) with 
period of completion 04 
months. Last date and time of 
submission of E-bid is 
23.09.19 up to 1800Hrs. For 
detailed information log on to 
CPP e-Procurement portal 
reference https://etenders 
.gov.in/eprocure/app or 
www.aai.aero. Further 
clarification/corrigendum if any 
will be notified through 
e-procurement portal at 
https://etenders.gov.in/epro 
cure/app 



Request for proposal (RFP) for selection of bus operator for procurement, operation 
& maintenance of Fully Built AC Electric buses on Gross Cost Contract Model. 


* \- 


APSRTC invites e-Tenders with reverse auction from the interested, qualified Bidders/ Consortiums 
for procurement, operation & maintenance of Operator owned 9M/12M Fully Built AC Electric buses 
350 Nos in 5 Cities (lots) for operation in scheduled routes of APSRTC on Gross Cost Contract 
model under Phase-ll of FAME India Scheme. (1) Interested parties may download RFP 
and Concessional Agreement from Website ://tender.apeprocurement.gov.in from 11.09.2019 
onwards. (2) Last date of submission for e-bids 24.10.2019 by 17.00 Hrs. (3) Bids shall be submitted online 
only in the portal://tender. apeprocurement.gov.in. (4) For full details visit our website://www.apsrtc. 
ap.gov.in(Tenders). (5) APSRTC reserves the right to cancel the notification without assigning any reason. 
Bid Notice No.APSRTC/C&B -01/2019-20-MED Sd/- Chief Mechanical Engineer(C&B) 


MARADU MUNICIPALITY 

Maradu, Ernakulam-682304 Phone:0484-2706514, 0484-2706544 


WINDOW ADVERTISEMENT 

INV N0:l/2019-20 09/09/2019 

WINDOW N0:-106919/2019-20 

Invitation of expression on interest from the specialised agencies for 
controlled implosion (4 Buildings G + 15 Floors with 320m2 each floor 
area) in Maradu municipality. Web publishing date 10/09/2019 10 am 
and invitation closing date on 16/09/2019 5 pm. The invitation letter 
available on www.tender.lsgkerala.gov.in 

sd/- 

Municipal Secretary 



INDIAN MARITIME UNIVERSITY 

(A Central University, Govt, of India) 

East Coast Road, Uthandi, Chennai - 600 119 
Tel: (044) 24530342 


IMU/CC/PUR/SECURITY/2019 Dated: 11.09.2019 


Sealed tenders are invited under Two cover system, from the Contractors who 
satisfy the eligibility conditions for the following works: 


Name of work & Tender No. 

EMD& Cost of 
Tender Document 

Last date for Submission 
& Date of opening 

Tender for “Providing Security 
service at Indian Maritime 
University, Chennai Campus” 

Estimated Cost: 

FIs.70.00 Lakh per Annum 

Rs.2,10,000/- 

& 

Rs.NIL 

24.09.2019 

upto 1100 HRS 
& 

24.09.2019 

At 1130 HRS 


PRE-BID MEETING SCHEDULE: 13.09.2019 -1100 HRS at Conference Hall 

Igt Floor. IMU-Chennai Campus. 

The Tenders forms and other conditions / details can be obtained from IMU 
website www.imu.edu.in DEPUTY REGISTRAR 


WSk DELHI TRANSCO LIMITED 


NOTICE INVITING TENDERS/e-TENDERS 

Delhi Transco Ltd, a Government of NCT of Delhi Undertaking, invites tenders for 
the following works:- 

1) Tender No. T19P070206: ICB Tender for Design, Engineering, 

Manufacturing, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 220/33 kV GIS 
Sub-station with complete Civil Works & Automation at Rajghat Power House, 
New Delhi (India) on Turnkey Basis. 

2) Tender No. T19P070191: ICB Tender for Design, Engineering, 

Manufacturing, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 33 kV GIS 
with complete Civil Works & Automation including Dismantling work of 
conventional 33 kV Switchyard etc. at 220/33 kV Sub-station Okhla, Delhi 
(India) on Turnkey Basis. 

3) Tender No. T19P090392: ICB Tender for Design, Engineering, Supply, 
Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 06 Nos. 66 kV GIS Feeder bays 
(Extension of existing GIS) alongwith associated civil work at 400/220/66 kV 
Sub-station Harsh Vihar, Delhi (India) on Turnkey Basis. 

Last Date and Time for: 

(i) Start Date &Time of Sale of Tender document: (12.09.2019 for SI. No. 1), 
(12.09.2019for SI. No. 2), (12.09.2019forSI. No. 3), 10:00 Hrs. 

(ii) Last Date &Time of Sale of Tender document: (31.10.2019 for SI. No. 1), 
(30.10.2019forSI. No.2), (31.10.2019forSI. No. 3) upto 17:00 hrs. 

(iii) Last Date and Time for submission of Bid: (01.11.2019 for SI. No. 1), 
(31.10.2019 for SI. No. 2), (01.11.2019 for SI. No. 3) upto 11:00 Hrs. 

(iv) Date of Pre-Bid conference: (25.09.2019 for SI. No. 1), (25.09.2019 for 
SI. No. 2), (25.09.2019 for SI. No. 3) at 11:30 Hrs. 

(v) Date of opening of Bid: (01.11.2019 for SI. No. 1), (31.10.2019 for SI. 
No.2), (01.11.2019forSI. No.3)at 11:30Hrs. 

4) Tender No.T19P070182: DCB Tender for Supply, Erection, Testing and 
Commissioning of 03 Nos. 100 MVA, 220/33/11 kV Power Transformers at 
220/33 kV GIS Sub-station Timarpur, Delhi. 

5) Tender No.T19P090381: Design, Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning 
of 04 Nos. 25 MVA, 33/11 kV Transformer including dismantling of existing 02 
Nos. 20 MVA and 02 Nos. 16 MVA, Transformers with associated civil work at 
220 kV Sub- station, Lodhi Road on Turnkey basis. 

6) Tender No.T19P070201: Supply, Erection, Testing & Commissioning of 
07 Nos. 100 MVA, 220/33/11 kV Power Transformers at various locations of DTL, 
in Delhi. 

Last date for bid submission: (03.10.2019 for SI. No. 4), (07.10.2019 for 
SI. No. 5), (04.10.2019 for SI. No. 6) at 10.30 a.m. 

For downloading of tender documents and further details please visit website 
Delhi Govt website: https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in (Tender ID No. 
for SI. No. 4, 5, & 6 are 2019_DTL_179881_1, 2019_DTL_178976_1, 
2019_DTL_179874_1) respectively and DTL website: www.dtl.gov.in (Unique 
No. DTL-6891 -090919, DTL-6892-090919, DTL-6890-090919, DTL-6893- 

090919, DTL-6889-090919, & DTL-6894-090919,) respectively. 

' K y PR/19-20/17 


All Corrigendum/Addendum/Amendments/Date of Extension/Clarifications, if any, 
to the above e-tender would appear only on the above mentioned websites. 




DAMODAR VALLEY CORPORATION 


EOI Notice 


Expression of Interest (EOI) is invited by Damodar Valley Corporation from 
eligible bidders for: 


EOI No. 


Description of Work 


EOI downloading 
Period and Time 


DVC/HQ/C&M/ 

CIVIL/NHP/EOI/ 

Consultancy 


Consultancy services for Developing 
Flood Forecasting and Inundation 
Model (Decision Support System) 
from 12 Km downstream of Durgapur 
Barrage up to outfall of Damodar 
River (Amta and Mundeshwari 
Rivers) under NHP. 


From 11.09.2019 


at 12.00 Hrs. (1ST) 
to 11.10.2019 at 
11.00 Hrs. (1ST) 


For further details and to participate in the EOI, please log on to DVC 
website: www.dvc.gov.in and / or https://etenders.gov.in/eprocure/app 
Note : e-procurement Helpdesk No. +(91) 9831683690 & + (91) 8240124812 


lnf/12/Misc./19-20 


S ul c| Idid >M I d <h| vK arrqJ^sIFT f^TSTT STJfTEIFT ^T^TFT 

JAWAHARLAL INSTITUTE OF POSTGRADUATE 
MEDICAL EDUCATION AND RESEARCH (JIPMER) 

Tjg u|Rc|K <De0l u l *TR?T *K1>K SJEfFl 3>T ^RSJH), tWuR -FR, 

(An institute of National Importance under the 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare), Dhanvantri Nagar, Puducherry - 605 006 

Phone: 0413-2296022_Website: www.jipmer.edu.in Fax: 0413 - 2272067 - 2272735 


No.JOSW/5(2)/2019 


Date: 09.09.2019 


NOTICE INVITING EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
NAME OF WORK : "Outsourcing of 24/7 Housekeeping, Sanitation & Multi- 
Purpose Services including required Manpower, Machines, Instruments, 
Vehicles, Supervisory Staff, Protective items etc., for JIPMER, Puducherry & 
Karaikal.” 

Sealed Expressions of Interest (Eol) (i.e., separate technical bid and financial bids) in 
conformity with detailed call notice are invited from service provider Agencies/Firms 
having valid Registration Certificates (including registration with the Regional Labour 
Commissioner, EPF/ESI Registration, Service Tax Registration and PAN Card etc.,) 
with at least 3 years’ experience in the relevant field are called for “Outsourcing of 
24/7 Housekeeping, Sanitation & Multi-Purpose Services including required 
Manpower, Machines, Instruments, Vehicles, Supervisory Staff, Protective 
items etc., for JIPMER, Puducherry & Karaikal” for one year. 

For downloading full text of the Eol and other terms and conditions, please visit 
http://www.jipmer.edu.in/tender 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR (ADMN.), JIPMER 



GOVERNMENT OF ANDHRA PRADESH 
NOTIFICATION No.24/2019-RC 


1 . This Notification is issued for 6 (six) posts in the cadre of District 
Judge (Entry Level) under Direct Recruitment. 


2. This Notification is issued in terms of the orders of the Hon’ble 
Supreme Court in Civil Appeal No.1867 of 2006, Dated 04.01.2007. 

3. Applications are invited for appointment to 6 (six) posts of District 
Judge (Entry Level) in the A.P. State Judicial Service under 25% 
quota to be made by Direct Recruitment in the following Manner: 


ABSTRACT 

OC - 4 (2W), BC-A -1 (W), SC -1 (W), Total - 6 (4W) 

4. Further Details viz., Detailed Notification, Proforma Application 
are available in the web site of High Court of Andhra Pradesh and 
can be accessed at “hc.ap.nic.in” from 11.09.2019 onwards. 

5. Filled-in applications in prescribed proforma together 
with enclosures of the candidates should be submitted in 
the office of the Chief Secretary, Government of Andhra 
Pradesh, Secretariat Buildings, Velagapudi, Guntur District on 
or before 25.09.2019, 5.00 PM. 


L. V. SUBRAHMANYAM 

Dated: 11-09-2019 CHIEF SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT 


DIPR 597/CL, Dt: 10-09-2019 


Government of Rajasthan 


OFFICE OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT 
SMS HOSPITAL, JAIPUR 

(Sawai Man Singh Road, Tonk Road, Jaipur, Rajasthan-302001 
(Phone 0141-2518222/2560291. Email-ms.smshospital@gmail.com) 

NOTICE INVITING BID (UBN No. M151920 SCRL00079) 


Sealed Single Stage Two-envelope unconditional online Bids for Rate Contract 
for service provider are invited on behalf of the Governor of Rajasthan for the 
procurement of goods and services listed below, from manufacturers/importers/ 
distributors/authorized dealers/stockiest/bonafide dealers/Marketing Company/ 
Agents upto 5.00 p.m. on 25-9-19. 


Sr. 

No. 

Name of Services 

Estimated 
Cost lakh 

Amount of 
Bid 

Security 

Bidding 
Document 
Fees (Rs.) 

Bid 

Processing 
Fees (Rs.) 

01. 

Rate Contract 

for operation and 
maintenance services 
(CAMC) of various 
Oxygen plants for 
two years at SMS 
Hospital, Jaipur 

200.00 

4,00000/- 

1000/- 

1000/- 


Details of NIB, Bidding Schedule, conditions and Bidding Document may be seen 
on the website of the State Public Procurement Portal http://sppp.rajasthan.gov. 
in or e-procurement portal http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in and may be downloaded 
from there. 


DIPR/C/7433 


Medical Superintendent 



A ND-NDE 
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Trump abruptly fires hardliner NSA John Bolton 

Strongly disagreed with many of his suggestions, as did others in the administration, the U.S. President said in a tweet 



Revolving door: John Bolton, left, listening to President 
Donald Trump, far right, during an event in Florida, -ap/file 


U.S. President says talks 
with Taliban are ‘dead’ 

The insurgent group vows to fight on 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON 

U.S. National Security Advis¬ 
er John Bolton, considered 
the most hawkish among se¬ 
nior Trump administration 
officials, left his post on 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Bolton, the third Na¬ 
tional Security Adviser in the 
current administration, had 
a long list of differences with 
U.S. President Donald 
Trump on a range of security 
and foreign policy issues - 
including Iran, North Korea 
and Afghanistan, leading to 
his departure around mid¬ 
day on Tuesday. 

“I informed John Bolton 
last night that his services are 
no longer needed at the 
White House,” Mr. Trump 
said in a tweet. 

“I disagreed strongly with 
many of his suggestions, as 
did others in the Administra¬ 
tion, and therefore I asked 
John for his resignation, 
which was given to me this 
morning. I thank John very 


much for his service,” he 
said, adding that he would 
name a new NSA next week. 

‘Different versions’ 

Mr Bolton’s account of his 
departure differed from that 
of his former boss. 

“I offered to resign last 
night and President Trump 
said, ‘Let’s talk about it to¬ 
morrow,” read a tweet from 
Mr. Bolton, that followed Mr 
Trump’s tweet. 

“I will have my say in due 
course. But I have given you 
the facts on the resignation. 
My sole concern is U.S. na¬ 
tional security,” Mr. Bolton is 
reported as saying in the 
Washington Post. 

The differences between 
the two were known before 
Mr. Bolton took on the job in 
April 2018, with Mr. Bolton, 
an erstwhile UN Ambassa¬ 
dor, taking a trademark haw¬ 
kish approach to foreign pol¬ 
icy in contrast to Mr. 
Trump’s isolationist and 
non-interventionist ap¬ 


proach. One month prior to 
joining the administration, 
Mr. Bolton, who is a declared 
proponent of regime change 
in Iran, wrote an op-ed call¬ 
ing for a pre-emptive strike 
on the country. Shortly after 
he took over as NSA, the U.S. 
withdrew from the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Ac¬ 
tion (JCPOA), the interna¬ 
tional deal to limit Iran’s nu¬ 
clear programme. More 
recently, Mr. Bolton did not 


reportedly support direct 
talks between Mr. Trump 
and Iranian President Has- 
san Rouhani. 

On North Korea, Mr. Bol¬ 
ton did not reportedly ap¬ 
prove of the bonhomie bet 
ween the regime’s Dad( 
Kim Jung-un and Mr. T t mp, 
and on Russia, Mr. P Ton re¬ 
portedly didr tsi vp Mi. 
Trump’s repe^ d cal 1 for 
Russia to rejoin ti G-/. 

Last we k, he inferences 


between Mr. Trump and his 
NSA came to the surface 
once more. The two men 
were at odds with each other 
on a settlement the U.S. was 
finalising with the Taliban 
and Mr. Bolton reportedly 
worked on Mr. Trump to 
stop him from closing the 
deal. Mr. Trump said on 
Monday that he had called 
off a last minute gathering at 
Camp David with the Taliban 
and Afghan President A c 
Ghani after the Ti ffiai 
claimed responsib’ ' y ft a . 
attack that killec 12 people, 
including an American 
soldier. 

Appro) mat ly an hour 
befo T e new i Mr. Bolton’s 
dep tui broke, the White 
i ms*. D ress Office had said 
the Mr. Bolton, Secretary of 
v ate Mike Pompeo and Trea- 
ary Secretary Steve Mnu- 
chin would address a joint 
press briefing, suggesting 
that Mr. Bolton’s departure 
was not anticipated. A White 
House official said that Mr. 


Bolton had left the White 
House after Mr. Trump’s 
tweet and would not attend 
the press briefing, the Asso¬ 
ciated Press reported. 

Mr. Pompeo and Mr. Mnu- 
chin addressed the press on 
strengthening counter-terro¬ 
rism designations, but ended 
up taking questions on their 
M Bolton’s departure. 

T ’m never surprised, and 
ck n’t mean that on just this 
.sue,” Mr. Pompeo said 
when asked if he was sur¬ 
prised by Mr. Bolton’s 
departure. 

The Secretary of State had 
significant differences with 
Mr. Bolton, and he alluded to 
these during the press brief¬ 
ing. 

Mr. Bolton’s departure 
could see an easing of ten¬ 
sions between the U.S. and 
Iran. 

Asked if Mr. Trump could 
meet Mr. Rouhani at the Un¬ 
ited Nations General As¬ 
sembly later this month, Mr. 
Pompeo replied, “Sure.” 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

KABUL 

The Taliban on Tuesday 
vowed to continue fighting 
against U.S. forces in Af¬ 
ghanistan after President 
Donald Trump said talks 
with the insurgents were 
“dead”, saying Washington 
would regret abandoning 
negotiations. 

The renewed war of 
words between the two 
sides raised the spectre of 
violence in Afghanistan as 
Mr. Trump and the Taliban 
pledged to take the fight to 
each other following the 
precipitous collapse in talks. 

“We had two ways to end 
occupation in Afghanistan, 
one was jihad and fighting, 
the other was talks and ne¬ 
gotiations,” Taliban spokes¬ 
man Zabihullah Mujahid 
said. 

“If Trump wants to stop 
talks, we will take the first 
way and they will soon re¬ 
gret it.” 


The Taliban’s statement 
came hours after Mr. Trump 
said the U.S. was walking 
away from negotiations af¬ 
ter nearly a year of talks that 
aimed to pave the way for an 
American withdrawal from 
Afghanistan following 18 
years of war. “They are 
dead. As far as I am con¬ 
cerned, they are dead,” Mr. 
Trump said. 

The announcement fol¬ 
lowed Trump's dramatic 
cancellation of a top-secret 
plan to fly Taliban leaders in 
for direct talks at the Camp 
David presidential facility 
outside Washington. 

Driving another nail into 
the coffin of what had ap¬ 
peared to be nearly finalised 
negotiations, Mr. Trump 
said a military onslaught on 
the guerrillas was at its fier¬ 
cest level in a decade. “Over 
the last four days, we have 
been hitting our Enemy har¬ 
der than at any time in the 
last ten years!” he tweeted. 


After latest protests, Hong Kong 
leader tells U.S. not to ‘interfere 

Any change in economic ties will threaten mutual benefits 



Boo anther ‘o-democracy supporters at a FIFA World Cup 
qualifying match at the Hong Kong Stadium, -getty images 


Spy who exposed ‘Putin’s role’ in U.S. polls extracted 

The informant inside Kremlin was instrumental in charting CIA’s conclusion on Russia’s interference 



Russian President Vladimir Putin at the Kremlin. ■ afp/file 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

HONG KONG 

Hong Kong’s embattled lead¬ 
er warned the U.S. on Tues¬ 
day not to “interfere” with 
her government’s response 
to the city’s pro-democracy 
movement. 

Protesters took to the 
streets again on Sunday, 
marching to the American 
consulate to call on Con¬ 
gress to pass a Bill express¬ 
ing support for the pro-de¬ 
mocracy movement. The 
proposed law could undei 
mine Hong Kong’s special 
U.S. trade privileges by man¬ 
dating regular checks on 
whether authorities were 

+ 


re. ecti e Basic Law 
that ndex pins the city’s se- 
m autonomous status. 

i. at pro-Beijing CEO Car- 
ie Lam said that any change 
to its economic relationship 
with the U.S. would threaten 


“mutual benefits”. 

Meanwhile, Hong Kong 
fans booed their own nation¬ 
al anthem and sang in prot¬ 
est against Beijing’s rule at a 
World Cup qualifying match 
in Hong Kong stadium. 


JULIAN E. BARNES 
ADAM GOLDMAN 
DAVID E. SANGER 

WASHINGTON 

Decades ago, the CIA recruit¬ 
ed and carefully cultivated a 
midlevel Russian official who 
began rapidly advancing 
through the governmental 
ranks. Eventually, American 
spies struck gold: the long¬ 
time source landed an in¬ 
fluential position that came 
with access to the highest le¬ 
vel of the Kremlin. 

As U.S. officials began to 
realise that Russia was trying 
to sabotage the 2016 presi¬ 
dential election, the infor¬ 
mant became one of the 
CIA’s most important - and 
highly protected - assets. 
But when intelligence offi¬ 


cials revealed the severity of 
Russia’s election interfe¬ 
rence with unusual detail la¬ 
ter that year, the news media 
picked up on details about 
the CIA’s Kremlin sources. 

CIA officials worried 
about safety made the ardu¬ 


ous decision in late 2016 to 
offer to extract the source 
from Russia. The situation 
grew more tense when the 
informant at first refused, 
citing family concerns - 
prompting consternation at 
CIA headquarters and sow¬ 


ing doubts among some U.S. 
counterintelligence officials 
about the informant’s trust¬ 
worthiness. But the CIA 
pressed again months later 
after more media inquiries. 
This time, the informant 
agreed. 

The move brought to an 
end the career of one of the 
CIA’s most important sourc¬ 
es. It also effectively blinded 
U.S. intelligence officials to 
the view from inside Russia 
as they sought clues about 
Kremlin interferences in U.S. 
elections. 

CNN first reported the 
2017 extraction on Monday. 
Other details - including the 
source’s history with the 
agency and the cascade of 
doubts set off by the infor¬ 


mant’s subsequent refusal - 
have not been previously re¬ 
ported. This article is based 
on interviews with current 
and former officials who 
spoke on the condition of 
anonymity. 

Officials did not disclose 
the informant’s identity or 
new location, both closely 
held secrets. The person’s 
life remains in danger, offi¬ 
cials said, pointing to Mos¬ 
cow’s attempts last year to 
assassinate Sergei V. Skripal, 
a former Russian intelligence 
official. The Moscow infor¬ 
mant was instrumental to 
the CIA’s most explosive con¬ 
clusion about Russia’s inter¬ 
ference: that President Putin 
ordered and orchestrated it 
himself, ny times 



elsewhere 


Soon, flights will link Jaffna to Indian cities 

They will run from Palaly airport to Kochi, Mumbai and New Delhi 


50 U.S. States launch probe 
into Google’s trade practices 


Will annex Jordan Valley 
if re-elected: Netanyahu 

JERUSALEM 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu issued a 
deeply controversial pledge 
on Tuesday to annex the 
Jordan Valley in the occupied 
West Bank if re-elected in 
September 17 polls, afp 

More than 30 pilgrims 
dead in Iraq stampede 

BAGHDAD 

More than 30 pilgrims died 
and dozens were injured on 
Tuesday in a stampede at a 
major shrine in the Iraqi city 
of Karbala on the Shiite holy 
day of Ashura. afp 


MEER A SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

Sri Lanka’s Civil Aviation 
Authority is gearing up to 
operate commercial flights 
from the island’s northern 
city of Jaffna to select Indian 
cities. Preparations are on to 
commence flights from mid- 
October, according to 
officials. 

Flights will operate from 
Palaly airport in Jaffna Pe¬ 
ninsula to Kochi, Mumbai 
and New Delhi. “We are 
working according to the di¬ 
rective from the Transport 
and Civil Aviation Ministry,” 
a senior official from the Ci¬ 
vil Aviation Authority told 
The Hindu. 

A “technical team” from 


India is scheduled to visit Sri 
Lanka next week to study 
the facilities in the airport, 
according to Colombo-based 
official sources. 

The development of the 
Palaly airport, some 20 km 
north of Jaffna town, has 
been on the cards for some 
years now. Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe has, 
on multiple occasions, spo¬ 
ken of proposals to upgrade 
the facility into an interna¬ 
tional airport, by expanding 
its current run way to ac¬ 
commodate large passenger 
aircrafts. An upgraded air¬ 
port is expected to boost in¬ 
vestment prospects in the 
war-battered Northern Pro¬ 
vince, in addition to facilitat¬ 


ing greater trade activity. 

Though possible grant as¬ 
sistance from India, for the 
“joint development” of the 
airport, was discussed in the 
past, no official agreement 
or document has so far been 
signed in this regard. 

In September 2018, then 
Minister for Transport and 
Civil Aviation Nimal Siripala 
De Silva told Parliament that 
India had no role in the pro¬ 
ject, contradicting earlier 
messages that came out both 
from Colombo and Delhi. 

Recently, Arjuna Ranatun- 
ga, who helms the Ministry 
now, said the government 
would spend LKR 3 billion to 
convert Palaly from a region¬ 
al to an international airport. 


News of flights from their 
city to India has brought 
cheer among Jaffna resi¬ 
dents, particularly the busi¬ 
ness community. “This is a 
great initiative and very wel¬ 
come in our city. The direct 
connectivity will certainly 
boost trade and open up 
more avenues for invest¬ 
ment,” said K. Vignesh, 
chairman of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries of 
Yarlpanam [Jaffna]. 

However, he pointed to 
two “drawbacks”. “It seems 
that the initial flights will 
connect Jaffna to New Delhi, 
Mumbai and Kochi. But we 
would really benefit from a 
connection to Chennai,” he 
told The Hindu. 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON DC 

Attorneys-General of 50 U.S. 
States and territories an¬ 
nounced on Monday that 
they were launching an in¬ 
vestigation into Google’s 
trade practices and whether 
they are threatening compe¬ 
tition and harming 
consumers. 

“This is a company that 
dominates all aspects of ad¬ 
vertising on the internet and 
searching on the internet,” 
Texas AG Ken Paxton, who is 
leading the coalition, said on 
the steps of the U.S. Su¬ 
preme Court, here in Wash¬ 
ington DC, on Monday. He 
also made it clear that at pre¬ 


sent this was an investiga¬ 
tion and not a lawsuit. 

‘Stifled competition’ 

“There is nothing wrong 
with a business becoming 
the biggest game in town if it 
does so through free market 
competition,” Mr. Paxton 
said, adding that there is evi¬ 
dence that Google’s business 
practices stifled competi¬ 
tion, violated users’ privacy, 
“put Google in control of the 
flow and dissemination of 
online information” and un¬ 
dermined consumer choice. 

Louisiana Attorney Gen¬ 
eral, who was also present at 
the Court on Monday, said 
there was an “absolutely ex¬ 


istential threat in our virtual 
marketplace”. Alabama and 
California - the home of 
Google - have not joined the 
investigation, while Puerto 
Rico and the District of Co¬ 
lumbia have joined 48 states 
in the investigating coalition. 

Regulators have turned 
up the heat on big technolo¬ 
gy companies and the Goo¬ 
gle probe is but the latest 
sign of this. New York will 
lead a group of eight States 
and the District of Columbia 
in investing whether Face- 
book “stifled competition 
and put users at risk”. New 
York Attorney General Leti- 
tia James announced last Fri¬ 
day. 
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11 Giant's bad sign of acts of 
searches (9) 

12 Amma's first hint of things to 
come: home (5) 

13 Indian film director's beams 
(4) 

14 Military-style decoration 
Oriental man and I stripped 
(9) 

17 Manage a fight with small cars 
(9) 

19 God of riches drops many odd 
rounds (4) 

23 Harebrained woman goes for 
model that is cheap (5) 

24 Cosies up, holding odd lead 
figure (9) 

25 Praise good sizzling oil fry (7) 


■ ACROSS 

11 too roar vehemently for 
musical work (8) 

5 Scratches daughter discarded 
are aplenty (6) 

9 Bond provided female agent 
(7) 


26 Told about dead repeatedly (7) 

27 Swear about entertaining new 
solution (6) 

28 Raise hospital section at the 
back (8) 

■ DOWN 


2 Cost of leaving - leaving 

luxury car in a US city (7) 

3 God in different role as flier 

(6) 

4 One who needn't have to grow 

up to be intelligent (6,7) 

6 Prevented old boy, oddly vain, 

with a boy (8) 

7 Hal's yell? (4,3) 

8 Show or block? (6) 

10 Went over a sailor, ill- 
mannered, in soldiers' 
training area (7,6) 

15 Admire song about daughter 
first - it's elegantly feminine 
(B) 

16 Inclined to let worried desi to 
plod around confusedly (8) 

18 If you do, do you right a 
wrong sign? (7) 

20 A limit I set for soldiers' group 
(7) 

21 Magistrate, lacking tear-off, is 
devious - disgrace! (6) 


10 Diva upset with almost bitter 
counsellor (7) 



1 They go around with other 
hungry, ferocious dogs (8) 



22 Given to jesting, Jack's out of 
one's eye (6) 
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FAITH 

Kamban on Narasimha 

Tamil poet Kamban, in his Ramayana, devotes a big section 
to the Lord’s avatara as Narasimha. This is his novel intro¬ 
duction in the story of Rama, for it is not to be found in Val- 
miki’s Ramayana, said M.A. Venkatakrishnan, in a dis¬ 
course. Valimiki Ramayana talks of the Vamana avatara. 
Rama and Lakshmana accompany Viswamitra, to protect 
his yaga. When they see Siddasrama, they are curious about 
it. Viswamitra tells them that it used to be the place where 
Vamana did penance, and he also tells the princes about the 
Vamana avatara. However, there is no such description of 
the Narasimha avatara, although Acharyas have pointed out 
that there is a subtle mention of the Narasimha avatara. 
When Vibhishana comes to Rama’s camp seeking admis¬ 
sion, Rama wants to befriend him. But the monkey army is 
opposed to the idea, because they are afraid that the raksha- 
sa may harm Rama. The Lord then tells them that none can 
harm Him. Even if all the yaksas and demons join hands and 
attack Him, they will not be able to hurt Him. He says He can 
kill them all with the tip of His fingers (angulya agrENa). Ach¬ 
aryas have taken this as a reference by Rama to His avatara 
as Narasimha, where He tore up Hirnayakasipu with His 
nails. Nampillai says this is a recollection by Rama of an ear¬ 
lier avatara of His, namely, the Narasimha avatara. While 
there is only an indirect reference to Narasimha avatara in 
Valmiki Ramayana, Kamban wrote 275 verses, recording the 
Narasimha avatara in detail. There are many Visishtadvaitic 
tenets evident in Kamba Ramayana. The very name Kamban 
is a name that Narasimha bears. Kamba means pillar and Na¬ 
rasimha was the One who emerged from a pillar. So, not on¬ 
ly did Kamban display an affinity for the Lord’s Narasimha 
avatara but he also bore a name that belongs to Narasimha. 
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The return to the fold 


Fluid leadership is in 


To get former employees back on board, some companies run home-coming 
initiatives 



. 

■ 


plicate,” sa ~ Yo ;i, adding, 
“I am one of t jse who left 
and returned.” 

i ring former em¬ 
ploye s is usually a win-win 
sip ffion. These employees 
ur ually hit the ground run¬ 
ning, which helps the com¬ 
pany as it means less time 
spent on training. And they 
know company’s culture 
well. A returning employee 
usually comes with new 
skill-sets and brings fresh 
perspectives. 

“Hiring boomerang em¬ 
ployees is cost-effective for 
the company,” says Priya. A 
Glassdoor study says that 
hiring time is reduced by at 
least 50% when the new 
hire is a known candidate, 
says Priya. 


Striking a balance 

“There is the question if 
former employees have an 
edge over others when they 
are considered for a posi¬ 
tion. We have built-in eval¬ 
uation techniques that are 
aimed at just this ques- 


Hiringtimeis 
reduced by at least 
50% when the new 
hire is a known 
candidate 


tion,” says Prince Augustin, 
executive vice-president. 
Group Human Capital and 
Leadership Development, 
Mahindra & Mahindra. 

“Our company has had 
employees rejoin the or¬ 
ganisation across levels and 
departments,” he says. 

Yogi Sriram says boome¬ 
rang-hiring must be done 
carefully, taking care of the 
“fitment in grade and com¬ 
pensation”. 

“Other loyal employees 
should not get an impres¬ 
sion that it pays to leave an 
organisation and come 
back on better employ¬ 
ment terms. Due to this 
concern, at times, return¬ 
ing employees may end up 
coming back on a lower sal¬ 
ary,” says Sriram. 


LIFFY THOMAS 


P riya Mathilakath 

quit as Titan’s train¬ 
ing head in 2008, 
only to be back on board 
in 2015. Priya’s return to 
Titan illustrates a com¬ 
pany policy to wel¬ 
come efficient em¬ 
ployees back into the 
fold, which also mir¬ 
rors a growing corpo¬ 
rate trend in India. 

“Every time there 
is a voluntary exit 
and the performance 
of the employee was 
good, we make sure 
that the door is left 
open for them,” says Pri¬ 
ya, head HR (Retail and 
Corporate), Titan. 


Active encouragement 

There are companies 
that seem to be actively 
encouraging former em¬ 
ployees to return to their 
fold. 

Kronos, a workforce 
management company, has 
a dedicated section for 
them. 

“Want to come back to 
Kronos? The door is open,” 
reads a note. “If your ideal 
career opportunity knocks 
twice at Kronos, we invite 
you to answer the door. We 
openly welcome high-per¬ 
forming former employees 
to rejoin our workforce.” 

For its retail division. Ti¬ 
tan runs an initiative called 
‘Ghar wapsi’ (home com¬ 
ing) where the HR team 
reaches out to former em 
ployees when they are 
opening in a new region. 

Ola has had more than 
100 employees re-join the 
company over the years. A 
recent survey on these em¬ 
ployees found that the en¬ 
trepreneurial culture was 
the big draw. Top perform¬ 
ing ex-employees are ear¬ 
marked and HR teams 
reach out to them as and 
when a suitable opportuni¬ 
ty opens up. 

Hindustan Petroleum 
Corporation Limited has a 


ILLUSTRATION: SREEJITH RAVIKUMAR 

section on its website - 
called ‘HP Alumni’ - where 
it invites employees who 
have left on superannua¬ 
tion or otherwise to con 
nect with them for future 
opportunities. 

Qualcomm also has an 
online section where it n- 
vites former col agups to 
“communicate hange 
ideas, lea r and find op¬ 
portunities”. 

MF , ke Accenture, 
Be on Con firing, Micro¬ 
soft and Leloitte host 
e mts .or their “alumni” to 
net /ork. 

Yogi Sriram, senior vice 
president (Corporate Hu¬ 
man Resources) and Mem¬ 
ber of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee, L&T, says the return 
of a former employee reaf¬ 
firms the faith one has in a 
system. 

“Talking about L&T, 
while people may leave for 
what they think is greener 
pastures, many feel homes¬ 
ick and come back. The 
L&T culture is difficult for 
any other company to re¬ 



An illustration of the caterpillar and Alice by John Tenniel (circa 

1900) PHOTO: GETTY IMAGES 


Leaders in 
corporate land 
today face Alice-like 
scenarios 

PRINCE FREDERICK 


Tm afraid I can’t pvt mo ’ 
clearly;’ Alice re ) ieu vei y 
politely; for I ta> t under¬ 
stand it myselj i be& :a with; 
and beir si y different 
sizes ii a lay is very 
con ~ 

‘It isn’t,’ said the 
’aft niliar. 

‘Well, perhaps you ha¬ 
ve i I’t found it so yet,’ said Al¬ 
ice; ‘but when you have to 
turn into a chrysalis - you 
will some day, you know - 
and then after that into a 
butterfly, I should think 
you’ll feel it a little queer, 
won’t you?’ 

‘Not a bit,’ said the 
Caterpillar. 

- Alice in Wonderland, 
Lewis Carroll 

I n Lewis Carroll's Alice in 
Wonderland, Alice meets a 
hookah-smoking caterpil¬ 
lar, who comes across as tes¬ 
ty, prying and domineering. 

The interaction between 
the two leaves Alice exasper¬ 
ated; and the readers, a tad 
wiser, that is, if they read into 
the text. In all likelihood, Car- 
roll did not intend a leader¬ 
ship lesson. However, there is 
a takeaway from this chapter 
- aptly titled “Advice from a 
Caterpillar” - for any student 
of leadership. The message is 
particularly relevant to the 
VUCA (volatile, uncertain, 
complex and ambiguous) 
world we live in. 

The caterpillar is persis¬ 
tent in his demand that Alice 
define herself. Alice consid¬ 
ers it an existential impossi¬ 
bility. She has assumed many 
shapes and sizes in a day. The 
caterpillar seems to subtly 
point out to her that she is 
mistaking the changing exte¬ 
rior for the permanent es¬ 
sence. 

It seems to be a commen¬ 
tary on corporate leadership 
as it exists today. Straightfor¬ 
ward definitions of leader¬ 
ship are no longer possible. 
Most leadership styles look 
jaded; and in many situa¬ 


tions, way off-the-mark. 
Leaders often slip into multi¬ 
ple leadership flannels to get 
through a day at work. 

Let us see how the chapter 
ends. 

Alice comes to accept the 
fact that her exterior will 
change by the minute, when 
she acts on the caterpillar’s 
instructions on how to shed 
her height and increase it. It 
is a case of wisdom dawning 
on her as she begins to see 
events in their context. To¬ 
day’s leaders are swamped by 
a similar uncertainty, and to 
be effective, they may also 
have to act on the caterpil¬ 
lar’s wisdom, just as Alice 
did. Applying this wisdom to 
corporate leadership in our 
VUCA word, leadership prin¬ 
ciples never change, but the 
leadership functions manif¬ 
est differently, in keeping 
with the times. 

The enduring core 

“There are two dimensions to 
leadership qualities and com¬ 
petencies. One is the endur¬ 
ing core, which is the ever¬ 
lasting expectations from 
leaders, and then the other 


one is the adaptive exterior 
which contains many filters. 
As we are living in a VUCA 
world, more filters have now 
come into play. There are so- 
cio-cultural, business-model, 
globalisation and governance 
filters, to name a few. 

The role of the leader will 
look different, depending on 
which filter you are looking 
through. To survive in the 
new business models, lead¬ 
ers have to meet new de¬ 
mands and have a particular 
mindset. In the new business 
models, which largely mirror 
the VUCA world, leaders 
have to be more connected, 
more collaborative and even 
take a fresh view of how they 


engage with their rivals. 

Take the globalisation fil¬ 
ter, and leaders have to pay 
attention to sustainability, en¬ 
vironment, trade barriers 
and so many other issues that 
have global impact. Beneath 
this adaptive exterior with all 
these filters, there is that en¬ 
during core with its unchang¬ 
ing demands. 

This core shows that in any 
age, a leader has to be inspi¬ 
rational; lead from the front; 
align diverse stakeholders; 
and has to be ethical,” says 
Ganesh Chella, co-founder 
and managing director, CFI. 

Contextual intelligence 

“When the external environ¬ 
ment is stable, you could op¬ 
erate with fixed leadership 
models. In a VUCA world, 
you don’t have that luxury. 
Leadership styles have to be 
used fluidly, because effective 
leadership is now largely de¬ 
fined by contextual intelli¬ 
gence. It has taken the place 
of cognitive intelligence, 
which worked before infor¬ 
mation explosion. Now, the 
amount of information a 
leader may have is accessible 
to a ten-year-old, thanks to 
Google. Leadership is now 
more collaborative than per¬ 
sonality-oriented. 

The directive leadership 
style, where you set the mis¬ 
sion and get people to follow 
you, is now absurd. Central¬ 
ised leadership as a model is 
dead. And, talking about our 
times, it is not so much about 
what leadership styles are 
best suited as about how to 
use a style in the right con¬ 
text. It is about having one’s 
leadership antenna up and 
listening all the time,” says 
Naresh Purushotham, chief- 
mentor and co-founder, 
Crestcom India. 


GENERAL 


^ CENTRE FOR MANAGEMENT DEVELOPMENT 

OlL/ (An Autonomous Institution under Government of Kerala) 


APPLICATIONS INVITED 


The Centre for Management Development invites applications for 
providing the following technical services in Vizhinjam International 
Seaport Limited: 

► JUNIOR PROJECT OFFICER (Breakwater Construction) - 02 Nos. 

For more details, guidelines & submission of online application, visit 
www.cmdkerala.net. printout or hard copy of the applications will not be accepted. 


‘Indian employees give 
high rating to bosses’ 


Eighty per cent of them give their 
superiors an A’ or ‘B’ grade 



Photo used for representational purpose 


E mployees worldwide 
like their managers, 
but seven out of 10 
claim they can do their boss’ 
job better. This was the key 
finding of a global study by 
The Workforce Institute at 
Kronos Incorporated and Fu¬ 
ture Workplace. 

Five factors - communica¬ 
tion, competence, empower¬ 
ment, professional develop¬ 
ment and support - were 
taken into account for the 
study that covered 3,000 em¬ 
ployees in Australia, Canada, 
France, Germany, India, 
Mexico, the U.K., and the 
U.S. 

According to a release, In¬ 
dian employees are by far the 
most satisfied with their 
managers, with at least eight 
out of 10 grading managers 
an “A” or “B” in every catego¬ 
ry. French, German and Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom workers are by 
far the most pessimistic 
about manager perfor¬ 
mance, as those countries 
ranked in the bottom three in 
every category surveyed. 
Most of the Indian respon¬ 


dents of the survey have rat¬ 
ed their line managers high 
in competency, communica¬ 
tion, hard-working, adept at 
handling performance-relat¬ 
ed issues and for setting an 
example in work-life balance. 

Despite rating their man¬ 
agers number one in all cate¬ 
gories, a whopping 95% of In¬ 
dian employees still say they 
could do their boss’ job bet¬ 
ter all of the time (47%) or 
some of the time (48%), said 
the release. 

Managers in technology 
and professional services in¬ 
dustries received highest 
marks in comparison to fron¬ 
tline managers (accountants, 
engineers, lawyers). 

Employees in the technol¬ 
ogy (77%) and finance (70%) 
sectors say they have a strong 
relationship with their boss, 
followed by manufacturing 
(62%); education (61%); retail 
(61%); and professional ser¬ 
vices (61%). Over 90% of the 
workers say the manager-em¬ 
ployee relationship is an im¬ 
portant factor in remaining 
at their current job. 
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m W U W Tamilnad 
I g Wm HK Mercantile 
mm % m Bank Ltd 

Be a step ahead in life 


TMB-one of the leading Private Sector Banks 
invites applications for engagement of 
Retired Officers for working at 
our Inspection Department on Contract basis 
in the cadre given below 


• Assistant Manager • Senior Manager 

• Manager _ • Chief Manager 


Last Date for filing application : 25.09.2019 

For more details and filing application, Please log on to www.tmb.in 

Thoothukudi 

11.09.2019 General Manager (HRD) 


© GALGOTIAS 

UNIVERSITY 

(Established under Galgotias University Uttar Pradesh Act No. 14 of 201 1) 


INVITES DISTINGUISHED ACADEMICIANS, 
RESEARCHERS, TO BE A PART OF OUR 
WORLD CLASS UNIVERSITY 
Applications are invited for Deans / 
Associate Deans in the following schools: 


• School Of Business 

• School Of Computer Science 

• School Of Media 

• School Of Basic and Applied Sciences 

• Hotel Management 

• Architecture 

• Forensic Science 

• Aviation 


Eligibility conditions: 

- Candidates who have worked in NAAC A+/A grade 
accredited Universities 

- Experience of Outcome based teaching is mandatory 

- For Dean School Of Business: Experience of working in 
Top Business schools required and knowledge of AACSB 
preferred 


Interested candidates may send their CVs to 

recruitments@qalqotiasuniversity.edu.in mentioning 
the discipline in the subject 

Director HR 

GALGOTIAS UNIVERSITY 

www.galgotiasuniversity.edu.in 
Plot No. 2, Sector-17, Yamuna Expressway 
Distt. Gautam Buddh Nagar UP. Phone No: 0120-4806860 


OSBI 

CENTRAL RECRUITMENT & PROMOTION DEPARTMENT 
CORPORATE CENTRE, MUMBAI, Phone: 022 -22820427; Fax: 022-22820411 


RECRUITMENT OF SPECIALIST CADRE OFFICERS 
IN SBI ON REGULAR BASIS 


Applications are invited from Indian Citizens in the field of Information 
Technology for the following posts on the regular basis in the scale of 
Asstt. Manager (JMGS-I), Dy. Manager (MMGS-II), Manager (MMGS-III) 
& Chief Manager (SMGS-IV): 


(Total Vacancies-477) 


Post Name 

Developer 

Dy Manager (Cyber 
Security-Digital Forensic) 

System/Server Administrator 

Database Administrator 

Security Analyst 

Cloud Administrator 

Manager (Cyber Security- 
Ethical Hacking) 

Network Engineer 

Manager (Cyber Security- 
Digital Forensic) 

Tester 

WAS Administrator 

Chief Manager (Vulnerability 
Mgmt. & Penetration Testing) 

Infrastructure Engineer 

Chief Manager (Incident 
Management & Forensics) 

UX Designer 

IT Risk Manager 

Chief Manager (Security 
Analytics & Automation) 

IT Security Expert 

Project Manager 

Chief Manager 
(SOC Infrastructure Mgmt.) 

Application Architect 

Chief Manager (SOC Governance) 

Technical Lead 

Chief Manager (Cyber Security - 
Ethical Hacking) 

Infrastructure Architect 

Dy. Manager (Cyber 
Security-Ethical Hacking) 

Chief Manager (Cyber Security- 
Digital Forensic) 

Dy. Manager (Cyber 
Security- Threat Hunting) 

Chief Manager (Cyber Security- 
Threat Hunting) 


Eligibility criteria (age, educational qualification, experience etc.), 
requisite fees and other details are available under Advertisement No. 
CRPD/SCO-SYSTEM/2019-20/11 on Bank’s website https://bank.sbi/ 
careers OR https://www.sbi.co.in/careers along with a link for online 
submission of application as well as online payment of application fee. 
Candidates are advised to go through the detailed advertisement 
ensuring their eligibility and other details before applying and 
remitting fees. 

Date For Filing Online Application & Payment Of Fee: 06.09.2019 
To 25.09.2019 

For any query, please write to us through link "CONTACT US”—►"Post 
Your Query" which is available on Bank's website URL- 

https://bank.sbi/careers OR https://sbi.co.in/careers 

Place: Mumbai General Manager 

Date: 06.09.2019 (CRPD) 


Starting Date for Online Application Submission: 11.09.2019 
Last Date for Online Application Submission : 25.09.2019 


(Sd/-), DIRECTOR | 


Government of India 
Public Enterprises Selection Board 
invites applications for the post of 

Director (Technical) 

in 

Chennai Petroleum Corporation 
Limited 

Last date of receipt of applications in 
PESB is by 15.00 hours 
on 15th November. 2019. 

For details login to website 
http: //www.pesb. gov. in 


OSBI State Bank of India 

CENTRAL RECRUITMENT & PROMOTION DEPARTMENT 
CORPORATE CENTRE, MUMBAI, Phone: 022 -2282 0427 
Fax: 022-2282 0411, E-mail: crpd(a)sbi.co.in 


Recruitment of Specialist Cadre Officers 
on Contract Basis 


Applications are invited from Indian citizens for following 
posts on Contract Basis: 


Sr. 

No. 

Post Name 

No. of 
Vacancies 

Detailed 

Advertisement No. 

1 

Circle Defence Banking 
Advisor (Army) 

1 

CRPD/SCO/2019-20/10 

2 

Chief Marketing Officer 

1 

CRPD/SCO/2019-20/13 

3 

Deputy Vice President 
(Marcom) 

1 

4 

Assistant Vice President 
(Marcom) 

1 

5 

Senior Executive 
(Events & Sponsorship) 

1 


Eligibility criteria (age, qualification & experience), requisite fees and other 
details are available under Respective Detailed Advertisements on Bank's 
website https://bank.sbi/careers OR https://www.sbi.co.in/careers 
along with a link for online submission of application as well as online 
payment of application fee. Candidates are advised to go through the 
detailed advertisements, ensuring their eligibility and other details before 
applying and remitting fees. 

Date For Filing Online Application & Payment Of Fee: 06.09.2019 To 
22.09.2019 

For any query, please write to us through link "CONTACT US" —>-"Post Your 
Query" which is available on Bank's website (URL- https://bank.sbi/ 
careers OR https://sbi.co.in/careers) 

Place: Mumbai I Date: 06.09.2019 General Manager (CRPD) 
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CBDT refuses NSE plea for derivatives segment 

Board cites non-compliance with SEBI rules to reject recognised association status request; traders miss tax benefits 



Safe bet: Any derivative transaction entered in a recognised 
stock exchange is not treated as speculative. ■ supreet sapkal 


First tranche of ZEE stake 
sale helps firm repay MFs 

Lenders receive 45-60% of total dues 


MANO JIT SAHA 

MUMBAI 

The Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) has rejected 
the National Stock Exchang¬ 
e’s request to grant ‘recog¬ 
nised association’ status to 
the commodity derivatives 
segment, citing violation of 
certain Securities and Ex¬ 
change Board of India (SEBI) 
norms and Income Tax 
rules. 

The approval was sought 
by exchanges so that traders 
could get tax benefits by us¬ 
ing theplatform. Derivatives 
trading in recognised ex¬ 
changes is not treated as 
speculation. According to 
Sec 43(5) of the Income Tax 
Act, any derivative transac¬ 
tion entered into at a recog¬ 
nised stock exchange is not 
treated as speculative, and 
losses can be set off against 


normal business profit. Ac¬ 
cording to sources, the CBDT 
observed that certain chang¬ 
es are required to ensure 
client code modification in 
genuine cases. To be eligible 
recognised exchanges, they 
should satisfy the conditions 
prescribed in the Income 
Tax rules, which essentially 
say they should be SEBI-com- 
pliant, should ensure client 
code modification in genuine 
cases only as they have a sig¬ 
nificant tax evasion poten¬ 
tial, and that vigilance me¬ 
chanism should be strong. 

“The applicant is not ful¬ 
filling the conditions men¬ 
tioned at rule 6DDC(i) (non- 
fulfilment of conditions as 
specified in SEBI’s approval 
letter dated 19.09.18 and rule 
6DDC(v) (lack of mechanism 
in place to verify whether on¬ 
ly genuine errors are modi¬ 


fied) and the applicant is also 
in the process in implement¬ 
ing changes in its system 
which has to be completed 
first for the purpose of effec¬ 


tive surveillance of transac¬ 
tions happening in its plat¬ 
form,” a communication 
from CBDT to NSE said 
Rule 6DDC deals w 1 rt 


cognised exchange status. 
NSE launched commodity 
derivatives trading in Octob¬ 
er 2018 and currently offers 
contracts in gold, silver and 
brent crude. 

“Therefore, it may not be 
appropriate to grant recogni¬ 
tion to the applicant as a ‘re¬ 
cognised association’ for the 
purpose...at this stage,” it 
said. 

Following the CBDT’s de 
cision, NSE has decid'd to 
re-file the application. 

“We have filed t 1 ap t 'na¬ 
tion. It is undn pi ’ess,” a 
NSE spokespen. nsaii. 

NSE has aiL. di ’ussedthe 
matter w, i ot 2 r exchanges 
and S^ I.. II me exchanges 
ar, r pe, ed to issue a circu- 
i * sh £ly in which brokers 
wi be asked to mention the 
^ason for client code modifi¬ 
cation in institutional trades 


as well. In April 2012, SEBI 
had warned NSE “to be more 
cautious and perceptive in 
discharge of its regulatory 
duties” after a regulatory 
probe, initiated at the behest 
of the Department of Reve¬ 
nue, found that there were 
very high instances of client 
code modifications, with 
IV rch 2010 alone account- 
. ^ for such modifications to 
he tune of nearly ^55,470 
crore. 

“NSE has taken a laid-back 
attitude towards the problem 
and either totally ignored or 
perfunctorily imposed mi¬ 
nor penalties to the brokers. 
It failed to apply its mind to 
the unusualness of the hap¬ 
penings. I therefore find that 
NSE acted negligently in dis¬ 
charge of its regulatory du¬ 
ties,” stated the SEBI order is¬ 
sued on April 2, 2012. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Essel group, one of the lead¬ 
ing media groups in the 
country, has completed the 
first tranche of stake sale of 
Zee Entertainment Ltd. to 
Invesco Oppenheimer Deve¬ 
loping Markets Fund, the 
company said in a 
statement. 

Essel Group had entered 
into an agreement to sell up 
to 11% promoter stake in 
ZEEL to the Fund. In the 
first tranche, the group sold 
8.7% stake in ZEEL. 

“The group is confident 
of completing the balance 
sale of 2.3% stake over the 
next few days. The group is 
working towards timely 
completion of operational 
formalities in order to con¬ 
clude the entire transaction 


at the earliest,” Essel said in 
a statement. 

“This development reaf¬ 
firms the group’s positive 
progress on its overall asset 
divestment approach un¬ 
dertaken, to generate adeq¬ 
uate liquidity for the repay¬ 
ment process,” the 
statement said. 

Sources said lenders had 
received 45-60% of the total 
outstanding from ZEEL. 

HDFC Mutual Fund has 
received £>80 crore or 
about 50% of its outstanding 
dues, while Aditya Birla 
Sunlife Mutual Fund re¬ 
ceived ?760 crore - ie about 
49% of total pledged shares 
of ZEEL. ICICI Prudential 
Mutual Fund received ?435 
crore, which is 60% of its to¬ 
tal outstanding dues and Ko- 
tak MF received £208 crore. 


Synergy Group signs 
pact with Jet’s RP 

5 A merican entity emerges sole bidder 


Exports can help offset economic 
slowdown, says CII panel 

‘U.S.-China tensions have opened trade window for India’ 


Mahindra to double investments 
in the U.S., opens office in D.C. 

Group to focus on growth of manufacturing, auto units 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

Ahead of the Union Com¬ 
merce and Industries Minis¬ 
ter’s meeting with exporters 
and importers on Septem¬ 
ber 11 to discuss trade policy 
instruments, exporters have 
flagged certain concerns, 
saying the government 
should help build large ca¬ 
pacity for exports instead of 
announcing measures only 
for the MSME sector. 

“[The] slump / slowdown 
in domestic manufacturing 
could be offset by fast-track¬ 
ing exports... as trade win¬ 
dows open due to trade ten¬ 
sions between the U.S. and 
China, [they] provide an op¬ 
portunity for Indian export 
to the U.S. market” said San- 


Exporters depend 
on foreign 
shipping lines as 
there is no national 
shipping line 

SANJAYBUDHIA 

Chairman, CII National Committee on 
Exports and Imports 

jay Budhia chairman, CII na 
tional committee on expo/ts 
and imports. 

He said that the expoi ter' 
were at the mercy of ore gn 
shipping lines in 'he abs<m:e 
of a national sh line. A 
national sb ; fing re ,alatory 
body she da o ue formed 
to de> mine ft fight rates. 

le filev for remedial 
me t ure. to protect the 
h ge mployment and in- 
ve. ments made in SEZs 


where many units were hid¬ 
ing it difficult to can on 
their businesses due a sc le 
mid-term policy cl ’an^es He 
suggested the x> ernment 
give a one time I-T 
exempt o. 

Pointing out that engi¬ 
ne*. mg x xports accounted 
for 2. 5 of Indian shipments. 
Mr. Budhia said that steel be 
' r ovided to them at compet- 
mve rates being offered to 
international buyers by the 
steel mills. He hoped the 
Centre would take ease-of- 
doing business measures for 
exporters on issues such as 
myriad taxes and duties (like 
electricity duty, taxes and 
duties on petroleum pro¬ 
ducts) that had no refund 
mechanism under the GST. 


S1ECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Synergy Group Corp., be¬ 
lieved to be the sole quali¬ 
fied bidder for Jet Airways, 
has signed a Non Disclosure 
Agreements (NDA) with the 
grounded airline’s Resolu¬ 
tion Professional Ashish 
Chhawchharia, it is learnt. 

The NDA was signed on 
Tuesday offering some hope 
for the revival of Jet Airways. 
A person familiar with the 
development confirmed the 
move. Till recently, three 
bidders who were in the fray 
had applied to participate in 
the resolution plan. 

These include Treasury 
RA Creator, a financial or¬ 
ganisation of Russia, Syner¬ 
gy Group Corp. of South 
America and the Avantulo 


Group. 

While Avantulo could not 
submit the desired docu¬ 
ments to be qualified for the 
bid. Treasury could not de¬ 
posit the required amount 
on the due date. It is be¬ 
lieved that the candidatures 
of both these parties have 
been rejected by the Com¬ 
mittee of Creditors(CoC). 

A confirmation from the 
CoC could not be obtained 
immediately. It is also be¬ 
lieved that the CoC has done 
due diligence on Synergy 
Group Corp. Synergy is a 
South American conglomer¬ 
ate that owns majority stake 
in Avianca Holdings which 
runs the Colombian carrier. 

The last date for submis¬ 
sion of the resolution plan is 
October 14. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Mahindra Group is plan¬ 
ning to double its invest¬ 
ments in the U.S. with the 
opening of its new office in 
Washington, D.C. This year, 
the $20.7-billion group 
marks its 25th year of con¬ 
ducting business in the U.S. 

With investments of $1 bil¬ 
lion, Mahindra Group com¬ 
panies in the U.S. span a di¬ 
verse array of industries, 
including automotive manu¬ 
facturing, farm equipment 
production, IT services, sus¬ 
tainable transportation, 
multi-purpose aircraft deve¬ 
lopment and equipment fi¬ 
nancing services. 

“Establishing this new 
Washington, D.C., office is an 



Anand Mahindra 


important element of our 
U.S. growth strategy,” said 
Anand Mahindra, chairman 
of the group. “Mahindra has 
already invested $1 billion in 
the U.S. market and we are 
committed to doubling our 
investments here over the 
next few years. ” Mahindra’s 


Washington, D.C., office will 
promote the group’s diverse 
U.S. businesses. 

The office will be led by 
Dilip Sundaram, president of 
corporate affairs, Americas. 

The group said it would 
focus on “growing our manu¬ 
facturing and automotive 
operations.” Mahindra’s U.S. 
employees are spread across 
10 factories and assembly 
centres, 790 tractor and po- 
wersports dealerships, and 
30 IT development and de¬ 
livery centres. 

A company statement said 
its Urban Agriculture pro¬ 
gramme had created 1,500 
new gardens across low-in- 
come areas of Detroit and 
had turned abandoned pro¬ 
perties into working farms. 



Auto firms shift lanes to keep pace with slowdown 


‘Tough to keep refuelling Air India’ 


With domestic sales taking a plunge, firms are now eyeing export markets and shared mobility 


Airline already owes over T5,000 cr. to oil marketing firms 



Trimming stock: Most auto companies are cutting down 
production to reduce inventory at factories. ■ paul noronha 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

As the market continues to 
lose appetite for demand 
and the situation is unlikely 
to improve in the near term, 
auto majors finding the going 
difficult are adjusting to the 
new normal. 

While most auto compa¬ 
nies are constantly cutting 
down production to reduce 
the inventory on factory pre¬ 
mises and at dealerships, 
they are focussing on export 
markets to make up for the 
losses in the home market. 

As per the Society of In¬ 
dian Automobile Manufac¬ 
turers (SIAM) data, domestic 
auto sales for August 
plunged 25% year-on-year. 

As shared mobility has be¬ 
come an intrinsic part of ur¬ 
ban mobility and a segment 
of buyers is staying away 
from owning cars, passenger 
vehicle manufacturers are 
seen investing in shared mo¬ 


bility and providing leasing 
options to attract buyers. 

Leasing options 

On Tuesday, Honda Cars In¬ 
dia Ltd. (HCIL) announced 
the launch of its new car 
leasing services in associa¬ 
tion with Orix, a car leasing 
and rental company. 

As a part of this associa¬ 
tion, leasing options will be 
available for Honda CR-V, 


Honda Civic and Honda City 
for both corporate custom¬ 
ers and individual custom¬ 
ers. The leasing option can 
be availed by self-employed 
professionals, businessmen 
and salaried individuals as 
well, the company said. 

Rajesh Goel, senior VP 
and director, Sales and Mar¬ 
keting, Honda Cars India, 
said, “Car leasing enables 
customers to enjoy the perks 


of using a car without having 
to purchase it. Car leasing is 
gaining popularity in India.” 

Recently, Mahindra & Ma¬ 
hindra Ltd. committed to in¬ 
vest £201 crore in shared mo¬ 
bility company Meru Cabs, 
whereby it can deploy a large 
number of its vehicles on the 
fleet and “remain relevant in 
the changing scenario.” 

Daimler India Commer¬ 
cial Vehicles, a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Daimler 
AG, Germany, on Tuesday 
announced India as a global 
export hub for BS VI trucks 
and buses. It said it will be¬ 
gin exports of India-built 
trucks by 2021/2022. It plans 
to export fully-built vehicles, 
engines and parts to coun¬ 
tries like Mexico, Chile and 
Brazil that will soon migrate 
to similar emission norms. 

Domestic auto volume 
from across the segment had 
declined due to lower retail 
demand coupled with inven¬ 


tory correction by some 
players, analysts said. 

“After inventory de-stock¬ 
ing, existing inventory conti¬ 
nues to remain at higher- 
than-normal levels for most 
players, which would conti¬ 
nue to impact the wholesale 
dispatches in the second half 
of this year. A few firms also 
announced production cuts 
in the last three months to 
adjust inventory levels in 
light of demand situation,” 
Mitul Shah, research analyst, 
Reliance Securities, said. 

Shamsher Dewan, VP and 
sector head. Corporate Rat¬ 
ings, ICRA said: “Near-term 
outlook for the sector ap¬ 
pears challenging, with 
OEMs still undertaking stock 
reduction measures to ra¬ 
tionalise dealer inventory le¬ 
vels.” The effect of the in¬ 
crease in axle load is yet to 
go away and will continue to 
hurt truckmakers, may be till 
next year. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

With Air India owing them 
more than £>,000 crore in 
outstanding dues. State- 
owned oil marketing compa¬ 
nies (OMCs) are finding it 
tough to keep refuelling the 
carrier. 

OMCs provide 90 days’ 
unsecured credit to the na¬ 
tional carrier, compared 
with secured credit backed 
by bank guarantees for other 
private airlines. 

However, Air India has 
not paid the OMCs for eight 
months against its credit pe¬ 
riod of 90-days, accumulat¬ 
ing dues of over £5,000 
crore to the OMCs. 

Asked for comments, 
10CL chairman Sanjiv Singh 
said, “The commercial con¬ 
ditions differ slightly from 
airline to airline. Air India, 
being a public sector [firm], 
we provide them unsecured 
credit. For Jet Airways, we 


provided secured credit. To¬ 
day, even if Jet is not opera¬ 
tional, we have no outstand¬ 
ing dues against the airline. 
For other airlines, the out¬ 
standing is not abnormal 
and nothing to worry. But 
for Air India, the dues with 
interest is over ?2,900 crore 
and is increasing. That’s why 
we are little worried about 
Air India’s outstanding and 
we find it difficult to support 
this.” 

IOCL itself has a net bor¬ 
rowing of over £75,000 
crore. 

‘Borrowing to support’ 

Asked till what point IOCL 
can continue to refuel Air In¬ 
dia, Mr. Singh said, ”It’s a big 
call. When I am looking from 
Indian Oil’s point of view... 
it’s not only business alone, 
it’s commitment beyond 
business. 

Air India is a national car¬ 
rier, India is also attached 


with Air India. But from a 
business point of view, only 
that sentiment can’t take it 
forward. We are not a cash 
surplus company. We have 
to borrow to support to Air 
India and we can’t continue 
like this.” 

Air India owes about 
£3,000 crore to Indian Oil 
Corporation (IOCL) alone 
and the remaining £2,000 
crore is split between Hin¬ 
dustan Petroleum Corpora¬ 
tion Limited (HPCL) and 
Bharat Petroleum Corpora¬ 
tion Limited (BPCL). 

“Efforts are going on to re¬ 
cover the dues. They have 
not exceeded the credit limit 
om,000 crore. They are on 
cash-and-carry mode for 
further fuel purchases but 
the outstanding of £2,900 
crore remains and we are 
putting pressure to recover 
the dues,” IOCL director-fi¬ 
nance Sandeep Kumar Gup¬ 
ta told The Hindu. 


Australia expects 1 mn Indian visitors by 2025 

Tourism agency expects 40,000 more visitors for ICC T20 World Cup 


India may see positive 
hiring trends: Manpower 

Public administration, education in lead 


IL&FS gets 14 bids worth 
? 13,000 cr. for road assets 

Assets represent over 717,700 cr. debt 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

A survey conducted by Man- 
powerGroup across 5,131 
employers in India indicates 
optimistic hiring plans for 
the upcoming three 
months. 

As per the study, sectors 
expected to lead job market 
growth include public admi¬ 
nistration and education, 
wholesale and retail trade 
and services sectors. 

All these sectors would 
open up job opportunities 
in the coming quarters, said 
the study. Enterprises in the 
public administration and 
education reported stron¬ 
gest hiring intentions with a 
net employment outlook of 
plus 27%, wholesale and re¬ 
tail trade of plus 25% and 
services sector of plus 22%, 
mining and construction of 
plus 16% and transportation 



and utilities of plus 13%, as 
per the study. 

“Lack of desired skill sets 
is what makes it difficult for 
Indian employers to fill job 
positions. Corporate India’s 
hiring intention is better as 
employers collaborate with 
the education bodies to en¬ 
sure a skilled labour pool in 
the coming years,” said 
ManpowerGroup in a 
release. 

This India survey was 
part of a global study con¬ 
ducted among 59,000 em¬ 
ployers across 44 geogra¬ 
phies. 

“Compared with the pre¬ 
vious quarter, employers in 
15 out of 44 countries and 
territories reported stron¬ 
ger hiring prospects, while 
employers in 23 countries 
reported weaker hiring 
plans that also include six 
who anticipate “no change.” 



MINI TEJASWI 

BENGALURU 

India currently is the most 
sought after tourism market 
for Australia. 

The Australian govern¬ 
ment's global tourist promo¬ 
tion arm. Tourism Australia, 
expects the number of In¬ 
dian visitations to reach five 
lakh by 2020 and cross 10 
lakh by 2025 from some 3.72 
lakh during the year ended 
March 2019. 

Nishant Kashikar, country 
manager, India and Gulf, 
Tourism Australia said India 
was the fastest growing in¬ 
bound market for Tourism 
Australia with five consecu¬ 
tive years of double-digit 
growth. 

“In the last five years, 
there has been a 16% CAGR 
growth in Indian tourist in¬ 
flows while the spending by 
them has gone up by 18% 
during the period,” he said. 

A large number of Indian 




Nishant Kashikar 


population was already in 
Australia - a huge Indian 
diaspora of 7.5 lakh people in 
addition to 90,000 students 
and a large base of Indian 
tech workers, he said. 

“Our 2020 arrival goal for 
Indians was three lakh, but 
we had achieved this goal 
three years ahead of the tar¬ 
get date in December 2017. 
That's the kind of interest we 
see among Indians for Aus¬ 
tralian destinations,” he ex¬ 



plained. As the host nation 
of the ICC T20 World Cup for 
Women and Men in 2020, 
Australia is anticipating to 
sustain its growth trajectory 
in tourism. 

The country has recently 
made its online visa process¬ 
ing simpler and more conve¬ 
nient with no personal visits 
or need for biometrics. Also, 
it believes that its currency 
stability gives it an added at¬ 
traction among foreign 
tourists. 

Mr. Kashikar further said, 
“We expect an additional, up 
to 40,000 Indian visitors to 
Australia in connection with 
these two sports events. We 
want to make the ICC T20 
World Cup for Women a very 
big event as part of our focus 
on popularising women 
sports. 

“We are working with ICC 
and travel partners to make 
these events a huge success.” 

Commenting on the 



emerging travel trends in In¬ 
dia, he said, “We see inter¬ 
esting trends emerging 
around tour and travel in In¬ 
dia. For instance, the age of 
first time international tra¬ 
vellers from India has been 
dropping from 55 to 25 and 
now, five years. A few gener¬ 
ations ago, travelling over¬ 
seas was a senior thing, it be¬ 
came a young thing and now 
a large number of small kids 
are part of the global travel 
from India.” 

Maharashtra leads in the 
number of visitors to Austra¬ 
lia ollowed by Delhi and Kar¬ 
nataka. Some 3.72 lakh In¬ 
dians who travelled to 
Australia last year contribut¬ 
ed £3,500 crore to the Aus¬ 
tralian economy. 

Tourism Australia has de¬ 
cided to invest Australian 
Dollar five million to hold a a 
comprehensive campaign to 
promote these sports events 
in India. 



PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

Bankrupt Infrastructure 
Leasing & Financial Services 
(IL&FS) on Tuesday said it 
has received 14 binding fi¬ 
nancial bids worth about 
£3,000 crore for 10 of its 
road assets in the country. 

The 14 bids were opened 
on September 9, and the 
board and the adviser were 
evaluating them, the com¬ 
pany said in a statement on 
Tuesday. These 10 road as¬ 
sets account for a debt of 
more than £7,700 crore, 
which is almost 19% of the 
total group debt. IL&FS 
Group entities continue to 
hold rights to receive claims 
with gross value exceeding 
£,900 crore, filed with va¬ 
rious concession authorities 
in respect of these assets, it 
said. These road assets in¬ 
clude Jharkhand Infrastruc¬ 





ture Implementation Com¬ 
pany, Jharkhand Road 
Projects Implementation 
Company, Moradabad-Ba- 
reily Expressway, Chenani- 
Nashri Tunnelway, Hazari- 
bagh-Ranchi Expressway 
and the Jorabat- Shillong Ex¬ 
pressway. The others are 
the Baleshwar-Kharagppur 
Expressway, Pune-Sholapur 
Road Development Compa¬ 
ny, Road Infrastructure De¬ 
velopment Company of Ra¬ 
jasthan and Sikar-Bikaner 
Highway. 



A ND-NDE 



















THE HINDU DELHI 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 


BUSINESS 17 


‘Truck industry to bounce back by 202T 

Sector sales dip 24% to 1.94 lakh trucks; India to be DICV’s export hub for BS VI trucks, buses, says CEO 



Satyakam Arya, CEO & MD, right, with Rohit Bhan, VP, sales & 
marketing, DICV at a press meet on Tuesday. ■ buoy ghosh 


India, ASEAN to review 
free trade pact in goods 

To make it more business-friendly 



Cairn arbitration process 
may be protracted 

NEW DELHI 

U.K.'s Cairn Energy said the 
arbitration process against 
India on the imposition of a 
?10,247-crore retrospective 
tax demand is Likely to be 
protracted. "Workload and 
the number of matters 
before the [three-member 
arbitration] panel have 
meant that the timetable for 
issuing the award will be 
more protracted than 
originally anticipated and the 
award is, therefore, unlikely 
to be before late 2019," the 
company said, pti 

Fraud-hit CG Power CEO 
quits from subsidiaries 

NEW DELHI 

Fraud-hit CG Power CEO K. 

N. Neelkant has quit from all 
the subsidiaries of the firm as 
investors mount pressure for 
his ouster for the alleged 
irregularities occurring under 
his watch, sources privy to 
the development said. 

Mr. Neelkant confirmed the 
development but said he 
believed that investors and 
lenders would not want him 
to step down from CG Power 
in the "best interest" of the 
company, pti 

Aptus Value Housing 
Finance raises ?880 cr. 

CHENNAI 

City-based affordable 
housing finance company, 
Aptus Value Housing Finance 
has raised ?880 crore via 
equity capital. "The fourth 
round of funding has been 
made during difficult times. 

It will be deployed to grow 
our loan book from the 
present ?2,650 crore to 
?3,600 crore by March 
2020," said M. Anandan, 
founder and managing 
director, Aptus Value 
Housing Finance. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

The Indian truck industry, 
which has been hit by the 
current economic slow¬ 
down, is likely to bounce 
back to growth by 2021, said 
a top official of Daimler India 
Commercial Vehicles (DICV). 

“From 2014 to 2018, sale 
of trucks [more than] dou¬ 
bled to 3.78 lakh units from 
1.8 lakh units,” said Satya¬ 
kam Arya, CEO and MD, 
DICV. 

“However, from the begin¬ 
ning of 2019, truck sales have 
been on the decline, due to 
several factors such as imple¬ 
mentation of new axle 
norms, liquidity crunch and 
switchover to BS VI norms,” 
he said. 

Year-to-date, the industry 
had sold 1.94 lakh trucks, a 
drop of 24% compared with 

Delhi HC rules 
in favour 
ofTitan 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

The Delhi High Court has 
passed a decree in favour 
of Titan Company, grant¬ 
ing permanent injunction 
against two individual sell¬ 
ers, Rohit Kumar Jain and 
Dharam Pal, as also e-com¬ 
merce retailer Snapdeal, 
from selling counterfeit Ti¬ 
tan- and Fastrack-branded 
watches, while granting 
costs off 1.5 lakh each. 

The court on July 29 
passed an order with rt s- 
pect to the suit hi jd by 1 1 - 
tan against the ~ . ers al¬ 
leging th the T were 
sellirgc nte eitFastrack 
watc s o Sn ipdeal. 

he om also directed 
Sna dea* co file its written 
statement within the pre¬ 
set bed time. 


the January-August 2018 pe¬ 
riod. “The market dipped in 
2019 and will remain low key 
in 2020. Our growth will be 
in line with the industry 


Traceability app to I 

SPECI AL CORRESP 'ND VT 

ICOLKATA 

Trustea, a srstai ^Hility 
code and veril cation system 
for the tea actor is planning 
to extend its certification 
prey mue from bulk tea to 
rt til i acks by September 
2CU according to Rajesh 
Bhuyan, director, Trustea. 

Working with small tea 
growers, estates and bought 
leaf factories since 2014, 
trustea has so far certified 
620 million kg of Indian tea 
for sustainable production 
and compliance. 

Its code has 11 ‘chapters’ 
which encompass com¬ 
pliance with wage regula¬ 
tions and presence of chem¬ 
icals as per plant protection 


growth,” he said. According 
to him, the sector is likely to 
witness 20-25% dip in 201° 
(2.7 lakh units to 2.9 la 1 h u ■ 
its) and a 15% decline ir 92c 


Trustea validates 
that tea is 
produced in a 
sustainable 
manner 

laws, among other things. It 
works with tea industry to 
address key sustainability is¬ 
sues like food safety, stagnat¬ 
ing yields, pest and disease 
control, wages, worker wel¬ 
fare and livelihood improve¬ 
ment of small growers. 

“Trustea validates that tea 
is produced in a sustainable 
manner under three pillars 
- environment, safety and li¬ 
velihoods,” Mr. Bhuyan said, 
adding a traceability app 
would be launched as a pilot 
from October 1 to establish 


(2.3 lakh units to 2.5 lakh un¬ 
its). The year 2021 would see 
a growth of 15% (2.7 lakh un¬ 
its to 2.9 lakh units). 

To a question, he said the 
implementation of a scrap- 
page policy would go a long 
way in arresting the decline. 
But, it called for the setting 
up of an authorised scrap 
centre with a mechanism to 
trade in scrap certificates. 

Pointing out that non 
availability of BS VI fuel w s 
a major concern wlffie 'ush 
ing sales, he said 3 lC\ had 
urged oil comn me to en¬ 
sure that the fu 1 wa^ made 
available xo April 2020 
onwards. 

Ti ansiti n to BS VI 

lain Ar’s experience of al- 
^ V bringing 1.4 million 
arc VI trucks and buses on 
oads means we are easily 


the compliance level of a 
particular pack of tea. 

This app is being deve¬ 
loped mainly for the small 
tea growers, he said, adding 
that an agricultural advisory 
service has also been inte¬ 
grated into this app. 

The pilot would be done 
in Assam, West Bengal and 
south Indian States. Over a 
quarter of the tonnage certi¬ 
fied by Trustea is grown by 
small tea growers. 

Mr. Bhuyan said that the 
Tea Research Association 
was brought in two months 
ago to provide field support 
to Trustea certification pro¬ 
cess. Action for Food Pro¬ 
duction (AFRO) was also an 
implementation partner. 


ready to transition our Bha- 
ratBenz trucks and buses to 
BS VI by the April 2020 dea¬ 
dline. With this headstart, 
we will begin exporting In¬ 
dia-built trucks by 2021-22,” 
he said. 

Mr. Arya said that DICV 
had invested ?500 crore to 
localise its Euro VI technolo¬ 
gy for India, completed two 
x u bn kilometres of testing, 
le, doped new facilities and 
,000 new parts, and had 
achieved localisation of 
more than 80%. 

He also said India would 
become the global export 
hub for DICV’s BS VI trucks 
and buses. 

Depending upon the avail¬ 
ability of BS VI fuel in India, 
DICV would officially launch 
an upgraded range of trucks 
and buses during the first 
quarter of 2020, he added. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Flagging non-payment of 
dues by power distribution 
companies to renewable 
energy producers. Union 
Power Minister R.K. Singh 
has cautioned seven States, 
including Maharashtra and 
Karnataka, that the develop¬ 
ers could approach NCLT 
against discoms to recover 
payments of around ^5,355 
crore. 

Mr. Singh, in a letter, 
urged the chief ministers of 
these States to issue direc¬ 
tions to their respective 
power distribution compa¬ 
nies for clearing the dues of 
renewable energy firms in 
the next few days. 

The power and new and 
renewable energy minister 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

India and the 10-member 
bloc of southeast Asian na¬ 
tions have agreed to review 
their free trade agreement, 
signed in 2009, to make it 
more business-friendly and 
boost economic ties. 

The two sides also decid¬ 
ed to constitute a joint com¬ 
mittee for this purpose, ac¬ 
cording to a statement. 

This was agreed upon 
during the meeting between 
economic Ministers of 
ASEAN and Commerce Mi¬ 
nister Piyush Goyal in Bang¬ 
kok on Tuesday. They met 
for the 16th AEM-India 
consultations. 

“The Ministers agreed to 
initiate the review of the 
ASEAN-India trade in goods 
agreement to make it more 


pointed out the power pro¬ 
ducers are likely to default 
on their payment obliga¬ 
tions due to non-clearance 
of dues by the discoms and 
there is a “danger” of their 
approaching the National 
Company Law Tribunal 
(NCLT) for recovering the 
pending amount. 

A.P. owes most 

According to the letter, dis¬ 
coms of Andhra Pradesh 
have the largest outstanding 
dues of ?2,000 crore, fol¬ 
lowed by Tamil Nadu 
(^1,892.54 crore) and Telan- 
gana (^1,565.08 crore). 

Discoms of Maharashtra 
and Karnataka owe ? 574.48 
crore and U37.20 crore, res¬ 
pectively, to various renew¬ 
able energy producers. 


user-friendly, simple, and 
trade facilitative for busi¬ 
nesses,” a joint media state¬ 
ment issued after the meet¬ 
ing, said. 

The Ministers tasked offi¬ 
cials to work on the details 
of the review of the agree¬ 
ment and submit an update 
before the next ministerial 
meet. 

Both the sides also re¬ 
ceived the recommenda¬ 
tions of the ASEAN-India bu¬ 
siness council to further 
promote the potential of bi¬ 
lateral trade through the 
utilisation of the free trade 
pact as well as cooperation 
in some areas such as finan¬ 
cial technology, connectivi¬ 
ty, start-ups and innovation. 

The India-ASEAN trade in 
goods pact came into force 
from January 2010. 

Paytm in talks 
to buy stake 
in Yes Bank 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Digital payments major 
Paytm is in discussions to 
buy stake in Yes Bank from 
co-founder Rana Kapoor, 
according to sources. 

Sources privy to the dis¬ 
cussions said Mr. Kapoor 
had held preliminary dis¬ 
cussions with Paytm. 

They said the structure 
of the deal would depend 
on the approval from the 
Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI), given that Paytm 
founder Vijay Shekhar 
Sharma already owns a 
stake in Paytm Payments 
Bank. 

Paytm declined to com¬ 
ment on the matter. 

Mr. Kapoor and associat¬ 
ed entities own a 9.6% 
stake in Yes Bank. 


Trustea plans to certify retail 
packs by September 2020 

e punched as a pilot from October 1 



‘Clean energy producers 
can move NCLT for dues’ 

Discoms of 7 States owe ^5,355 crore 
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VANGMAYI PARAKALA 

For close to a decade now, the Grea¬ 
ter Noida region has been seeing 
much ‘development’ - wider roads 
for smoother mobility between va¬ 
rious pockets of the National Capi¬ 
tal Region (NCR), and rapid campus 
construction to meet the growing 
demand for mushrooming universi¬ 
ties. “How does one decide what is 
worth preserving?” asks Rupamaja- 
ri Ghosh, Vice-Chancellor of Shiv 
Nadar University (SNU), recalling a 
question that kept popping up in 
her mind through her initial years 
on campus, when hostels and de¬ 
partmental buildings were still be¬ 
ing built. 

And so, in 2015, when a team 
headed by Jyoti Prasad Sharma, the 
head of the university’s Centre for 
Environmental Sciences & Engi¬ 
neering, and the School of Natural 
Sciences proposed to study the bio¬ 
diversity of their area, she couldn’t 
have been happier. From 2016, a 
three-member team, meticulously 
studied and documented the flora 
and fauna of Chithara, a village that 
neighbours the campus. They fol¬ 
lowed the rules set out as part of 
The Biological Diversity Act 2002, 
which mandates that every local 
body needs to create and maintain 
a People’s Biodiversity Register 
(BPR). “The aim was to create a mo¬ 
del biodiversity register for Chitha¬ 
ra Panchayat,” says Sharma. 

While this resulted in them pu¬ 
blishing Illustrated Flora: Part of 
Western Uttar Pradesh and Delhi 
NCR Region recently, there was 
another “extraordinary corollary”, 
as Ghosh puts it, which came from 
this effort. 

A chance discovery 

Last year, when Sharma’s team - 
which also includes Amit Kumar 
Tripathi, a botanist and post-docto¬ 
ral research associate, and Dr. 
Mohd. Ahmad, a technical assistant 
in the same department - was con¬ 
ducting a biodiversity workshop 
with the residents of Chithara, they 
noticed that lived-knowledge of 
what grew around them, was some¬ 
times recollected from song. 

Curious about this strong con¬ 
nect, Tripathi followed up with the 
gram pradhan to know more about 
Chithara’s folk-song culture. He in 
turn put him in touch with Shivn j 
Singh who was well-knowr for his 
trove of knowledge of songs sst 1 
on for generations through thv irai 
tradition. Singh had recently re¬ 
tired as a police constable. 

At first he was hesitant in sharing 
more than what was needed - he 
had participated in the biodiversity 
workshop and thought that was 
that. But after about four months of 
Tripathi’s perseverance, Singh 
warmed up to the team, inviting 



A tune of their own Men of Chithara 
village in U.P. gathering to sing; the 
women, who hold separate sessions 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

the university’s neighbourhood. 
From 2014-2016, she studied how 
the folklore and folk song traditions 
in Braj (a cultural region that over¬ 
laps with the political boundaries of 
Delhi, Jaipur, and Agra) are chang¬ 
ing and adapting to a digital age. 

She recounts how one of the wo¬ 
men residents had recorded herself 
singing a song for child-birth, and 
sent it to her daughter, who’d just 
deliver'd a baby in another city - 
all this ia a mobile phone. Chan¬ 
da’s ser nd project, which she be- 
ga. a.: the start of this year, looks at 
> imen’s voices and expression 
t\ ough the folk songs that’ve exist¬ 
ed in and around Gautam Buddha 
Nagar, which is now called the “in¬ 
dustrial hub of U.P.” 

But as to why a team exclusively 
from the life sciences department 
went ahead with the Chithara pro¬ 
ject, which may have benefitted 
from the expertise of a team from a 
social-sciences department - espe¬ 
cially since a robust one exists in- 
house - is not entirely clear. Shar¬ 
ma however stresses that the access 
and trust that his team members 
had already established with the re¬ 
sidents of Chithara during the bio- 



A four-year-old 
biodiversity project in 
Chithara village of U.P., 
has led a team of 
scientists to a treasure 
of folk culture 

them to his house, sharing with 
them his then-nascent efforts in 
writing down all the songs he knew 
into a notebook. 

That was the team’s breai 
through. They took te resia its’ 
fledgeling impulse 1 1 p, ser : their 
songs, their cult ire an reached 
out to help them f )rm alise it. At the 
team’s request, different communi¬ 
ties of the villas residents, each 
with the ow set of songs for va¬ 
rious :c? i ns, gathered to per- 
foi lfoi he purposes of document- 
ig c d archiving. “We just had the 
Is * s eh workshop earlier this 
week,” says Tripathi. This was with 
a group of Gujjar women. The doc¬ 
umentation also includes songs of 
the Jatav, Koli, Brahmin, and Tha- 
kur communities. 

The 300 songs they have docu¬ 
mented during this last one year, 
through audio-visual recordings, in¬ 
clude the genres of Kissa (stories 
from history), Ragni (special to 
these regions of Uttar Pradesh, 
where the stories have a mix of 


prose and song, and no rhyme - 
the region’s own form of spoken 
word poetry), bhajan and aarti (de- 
votionals), and a whole category of 
geet, which are specific to women’s 
songs. Geet would include composi¬ 
tions that are sung during wed¬ 
dings, child birth, the month of saa- 
van, and even mundan, the 
hair-shaving ceremony of babies 
and young children. 

The matter of pedagogy 

Sharma, Ahmad, and Tripathi have 
already put together a draft of a 
book (titled Traditional Knowledge: 
Folk Songs of Upper Doab Region of 


Uttar Pradesh , India) that classifies 
the various strands of Chithara’s 
folk song traditions. Even as they 
are are readying themselves for a 
November launch of the book, 
Sharma says they are also hoping to 
compile their AV recordings into an 
accompanying CD. For the resi¬ 
dents of Chithara, they have pre¬ 
pared a non-academic version of 
their research, with an indexed re¬ 
cord of all of the songs. 

In the meantime however, Tulika 
Chandra, an Associate Professor in 
SNU’s Department of English, with 
a background in linguistics, has also 
been studying the folk cultures of 


diversity documentation, had a lot 
to do with this. 

“Also, over the last 25-30 years, 
the scope of what we consider ‘bio¬ 
diversity’ can be seen has having 
expanded,” he says - culture and 
ways of living, especially if related 
to the flora and fauna of the region, 
may well fall under their ambit. The 
team’s book will be an important 
socio-cultural record. While the un¬ 
iversity’s apparent openness and 
flexibility is notable, it remains to 
be seen if work by SNU’s other ex¬ 
perts in the relevant fields, will add 
their trained expertise to these ef¬ 
forts in future editions. 


FOOD REVIEW 

A net cast 
too wide 


NAVAL SATARAWALA CHOPRA 

The Japanese are respectful, 
meticulous, and obsessive in 
everything they do. It is for 
this reason that in Japan, so 
many chefs focus on doing 
one thing and doing it very 
well. This single-mindedness 
arises from the Japanese con¬ 
cept of sholcunin, which indi¬ 
cates a devotion to the craft 
and an obligation to work 
your best for the welfare of 
the people. 

Sholcunin is ingrained in 
chefs even when they begin 
their apprenticeships. 

When I read the menu at 
Kampai, which included 
sushi, baos, robata (barbe¬ 
cue), curry, ramen and 


Hit and (mostly) 
miss, Kampai tries 
to be too many 
things at once 

more, I feared that they had 
forgotten the concept of sho- 
kunin. Kampai does some 
things well; unfortunately, 
the list of things they get 
wrong is far longer. 

The vibe: Confused, both 
in terms of design and ener¬ 
gy. The restaurant boasts two 
private dining rooms near 
the entrance to the main din¬ 
ing hall, which have the tra¬ 
ditional horigotatsu style, 
low tables with a recessed 



No shokunin here Aburi Salmon Sushi, and Avocado 
Salmon tartare (inset) ■specialarrangement 


floor beneath to stretch your 
legs. Thereafter things get 
confusing - I am not sure 
whether they want to be a 
club or a restaurant. 

There is a vast bar on one 
side, with an elevated DJ 
booth next to it, and a line of 
curtained, semi-enclosed 
(and cramped) tables on the 
other side. The diners are a 
mix of office-goers, families 
with kids, and ‘foodies’. 


Do try: The Chashu 
Pork Bun, which had the 
right fluffiness, crunch and 
sweetness; the Duck Gyoza 
with Hoisin Sauce which was 
bursting with flavour; the 
crunchy Enoki Sushi Roll 
which had the perfect ratio 
of rice to mushroom and 
mayo; and the Pineapple on 
Skewers with Teriyaki sauce, 
which was nicely caramel¬ 
ized, seasoned, and juicy. 


The broth of 

the Tantanmen Ramen was 
excellent, but the noodles 
and accompaniments were 
disappointing. 

Skip: Barring these, I 
found little joy. The Brie 


cheese tempura sounded in¬ 
teresting, but was blobs of 
fried cheese with no taste or 
zing; the avocado and sal¬ 
mon tartare lacked flavour 
and was too warm; the non- 
veg sushi platter represented 
good value (?2,100 for 18 
pieces) but was sub-par, and 
the matcha tiramisu is a com¬ 
bination, which should never 
be attempted. 

No joy with their cock¬ 
tails either - they 
lacked balance and 
their viscosity was 
all wrong. The Gin¬ 
za Mist, for exam¬ 
ple, a blend of sake, 
gin, yuzu, and 
plum, was so thick 
and still, it was 
insufferable. 

Go with: Anyone 
who hasn’t experienced 
authentic Japanese food. 
Space bar: 70 seats 
spread over 2,400 sq ft. 

How much: ^4,250 for 
two (sans alcohol). 

Getting there: World- 
mark I at Aerocity. Whilst 
there is ample parking, a ride 
sharing service is advised. 
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In high demand 

Eka's Rina Singh is out with her winter collection, but 
she’s also got a second gig going 



Last year, Rina Singh took a trip to Kashmir to explore the 
possibility of a collection. She found her inspiration 
through a family and their home in Aru village. Rina talks of 
the wooden house, with "green walls, a mustard carpet, 
burgundy pillars" that gave her current collection its jewel 
colours, used in uncommon ways: earthy teal with vintage 
rose, silver grey with a vegetable indigo, washed-down 
burgandy with forest green, for instance. "They hold the 
eye,” she says. 

Fabrics are in blends of wool-cotton, wool-linen, and 
silk-linen with textured wool (made on a twill weave and 
treated thereafter). Kashmir was the backdrop, and she’s 
not shifting her work to include heritage. It’s still her 
contemporary-wear easy-fit style, with the structure and 
colour making them winter-wardrobe worthy. "They're 
darker, structured, leaner, but not masculine; they lean 
towards the feminine nostalgic," she says, adding that 
spring-summer is relatively easier to plan for because it's 
all about light-weight fabrics. Winter starts with the festive 
season, gradually slips into cool, and then cold weather. 

There's little embroidery, only seen in tiny details on 
buttons, or as a single paisley on a kurta. The spirit of the 
collection was inspired by the three sisters in the home in 
the mountains, who were very religious on the one hand, 
but also enjoyed Bollywood songs on their phones, on the 
other. The promotional material was shot with three 
models, with Rina's imagination of how they'd behave if 
they shed their inhibitions. 

The collection has overlays, dresses, pants, divided 
culottes. "There's a lot of layering, both underlayering and 
overlayering. You'll find a three-piece story, with a trouser, 
jacket, and long dress, or just trousers with a kurta, which 
can be bought as separates or together," she says. 

In fact, it's the kurta, sans slits and the 'traditional' 
elements that has made it to Japanese brand's Uniqlo 
launch in India. The lifewear concept marries Rina's lived-in 
wear to create designs that are "accessible, casual, 
timeless. I come from a sentiment of Indian techniques. 
They come from technology. The emphasis is on clean, 
functional, minimal." Uniqlo stores across Japan, 

Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and the 
Philippines will stock her version of the kurta. 

Of her learning from the collaboration, she says it's a 
matter of work culture: "As Indians we are so used to doing 
things quickly, and to things going wrong. I can be working 
and the electricity can go off, so I need to have the ability 
to think on my feet. They do it thoroughly and precisely." 


Available at all Ogaan stores and at Ogaan.com; 3:3,200 upward 

SUNALINI MATHEW 


PRODUCT 


An apple a day 

Omorfee, a brand known for 
its organic self-care 
products, has recently 
launched its Green Apple 
face wash and Detox face 
pack. Created from 
ingredients such as apple 
proteins and organic volcanic 
ash, the face wash claims to 
help in detoxifying and is 
suitable for acne-prone skin. 
The face pack, which they 
say consists of volcanic ash, 
basil oil, activated charcoal 
and Vitamin E, is supposed 
to remove dead skin cells. 


Available on Omorfee.com; 
upwards of 31,199 



Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



Office automation 

An annual five-day stationery fair begins today. 
The fair offers stationery, office automation, and 
a range of art supplies from various brands 
across the world. These include Sakura, Tombow, 
Lihit Lab, Nichiban, Van Gogh, Schneider and 
Artbin. The fair also provides an opportunity for 
on the spot interactions. 
venue: Hall No. 7, Pragati Maidan 
time: 10 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 




Onam feast 

To mark the annual harvest festival of Onam, 
Zambar, Gurugram will have a Sadya menu will 
have 27 vegetarian dishes. The variety on offer 
includes Avial, Eriserry, Khichadi Beetroot, 
Mambazha Puliserry, Kootu Curry, Inji Puli, 
Parippu Curry, Sambar, and crunchy Nendran and 
Jackfruit Chips. 

venue: Zambar, Ambience Mall, Sector 24 
time: 11:30 a.m.- 4:30 p.m.; 7 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 




Paintings 

The ongoing solo exhibition titled, Urban 
Dwellings, showcases mosaic paintings by V. 
Ramakrishna at Triveni Gallery. In this show, the 
artist explores the city's landscape like an insider, 
weaving pictures of the urban environment and 
creatively rendering it in an ornamentally 
enhanced stylisation. 

venue: Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg 
time: 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. 




Onam fiesta 

Celebrating the homecoming of King Mahabali, 
GRs Searock is offering an Onam menu. Their 
full-course Sadya meal will have Avial, (a 
combination of drumsticks, yam, raw plantain, 
carrots, potato and coconut), Mulakku 
Varuthathu, Parippu Vada, Manga Chammanthi, 
Upperi, Sarkaravaratti, Erissery, and more. 
venue: 3 & 4 Block L, Connaught Circus 
time: 12 noon -12 midnight 



Wildlife 

IHC will screen the first episode of BBC One’s 
latest nature documentary, Serengeti. Directed 
by John Downer, this series follows the 
interconnected stories of thousands of iconic 
savannah animals over one year, and captures 
the animals’ daily lives and the emotional 
moments they face. 

venue: Gulmohar Hall, India Habitat Centre 
TIME: 7 p.m. 


A ND-NDE 































THE HINDU DELHI 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019 


SHOWCASE 19 




la I of Vc ied languages, cultures 
md lilest/les, how does the team 
\ lan execute the tour? “Bicycle Yo¬ 
gi^; consists of four core members, 
who will ride bicycles the entire 
way, and one who will be riding 
a motorbike. Around 20-30 
other supporting teachers 
will join us during different 
legs of the journey. De¬ 
pending upon the final 
route, the journey should be 
somewhere between 4,200- 
4,500 kilometres,” says Ajay. 

The core team varies from 25 
to 30 people, says Ajay, “In Ta¬ 
mil Nadu, Yugadev from Cud- 
dalore, and I will be con¬ 
ducting classes in Tamil. 
Likewise, when the 
team goes to Karnata¬ 
ka, there will be Isha 
Hatha Yoga teach¬ 
ers from there who 
will teach in Kanna¬ 
da. The same will 
^■ happen in every 


Cycle of Life 

Each weekday during the journey, 
the Bicycle Yogis plan to cycle 
approximately 20-30 kilometres, 
teaching at two schools per day. The 
children will have one Lesson and a 
review session, so they can continue 
to practise on their own during 
school hours after the Bicycle Yogis 
depart. In addition, the Bicycle Yogis 
will be talking with children about 
sustainability and the environment, 
and planting trees at certain points 
along their route. 


A group of Hatha 
yoga teachers has 
embarked this month, 
on a trip of 
approximately 4,000 
kilometres from 
Kanyakumari to the 
Himalayas, teaching 
village schoolchildren 
yoga for free 


SRAVASTI DATTA 


Meet Hatha yoga practitioners - Ajay 
Mani Raj from Tamil Nadu, Shivanga 
Solberg from Norway, Annie Liebman 
of Oakland, California, and Jessica 
Zartler of Denver, Colorado, USA. 
They are part of Bicycle Yogis, certi¬ 
fied under the Isha Hatha Yoga School 
under the 1,750-hour programme, 
and are travelling from Kanyakumari 
to the Himalayas, on bicycles. Along 
the way, they will teach yoga to village 
schoolchildren for free. 

Speaking about the genesis of the 
idea, Ajay says: “I wanted to bicycle 
across India, from Kanyakumari to 
the Himalayas. Some people ask 
“Why not a motorbike? It would be 
much easier!” When you are on a mo¬ 
torbike, you tend to miss a lot of 
things. I didn’t want to miss anything. 
I wanted to come in touch with as 
many people as possible. We 
are going into villages where 
yoga is a rarity.” Shivanga 
and Ajay studied Hatha yoga 
teacher training together ii. 

Isha Yoga Center in 2015. 

“We started talking about 
the idea for the tour with 
other teachers who even¬ 
tually came on board.” 

Considering India is a 


State along the way.” 

The team has already completed 
two shorter trials in Tamil Nadu, Kar¬ 
nataka, and Andhra Pradesh, and co¬ 
vered more than 350 kilometres, 
teaching 4,000 children. 

Ajay says even though the tour will 
be an adventure, the primary intent 
is to share the joys of practising yoga. 
“We are all here as a team because of 



yoga and meditative practices. Isha 
Hatha Yoga has impacted our lives, 
making us conscious, energetic hu¬ 
man beings. We want to let the world 
know that life doesn’t have to be 
stressful.” 

Shivanga adds, “If we take respon¬ 
sibility for how we are within our¬ 
selves, then we can create the life we 
want for ourselves. This can make life 
miraculous and we want to share this 
with people.” 

Shivanga stresses they are focuss¬ 
ing on schools because, “we want to 
impact and empower the younger 
generation. The yoga classes will last 
around an hour and include practic¬ 
es that are scientifically proven for 
the healthy growth and development 
of children. One of the practices 
called Thoppukarnam activates the 
brain and spine and helps balance 
the nervous system. We are teaching 
classes in schools which agree to pro¬ 
vide at least five-15 minutes every day 


A spiritual journey (Clockwise from above) The team, 
schoolchildren at HPF School, Ooty and a schoolgirl 
practising yoga at Guruji N & P School, KV Kuppam 

■ ANNIE LIEBMAN AND AJAY MANI RAJ 

for students to continue the practice 
on their own.” Ajay says in addition to 
teaching, they will plant at least one 
sapling in each school.” 

The team will be cycling on hybrid 
bicycles. “The team attended a work¬ 
shop, where they learnt a lot about 
the intricacies of repairing bicycles if 
we have any issues. We also chose bi¬ 
cycles that are stable enough to carry 
our luggage and handle different ter¬ 
rain. The cycles have 21-28 gears. 

There are small, medium and large 
bikes with saddlebags to handle more 
luggage,” Ajay concludes. 


Interested schools can email them at 
thebicycleyogis@gmail.com. Bicycle Yogis 
will be documenting their journey through 
blogs, photos and videos on social media. 


POOCH CAFE 
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Hey, paL I make a living extorting 
people by hacking their webcams and 
getting embarrassing footage. In your 
case, I just got sad. Nothing's going on 
at aEL You and your wife move around 
like zombies. What's the deal? Where's 
the hope? Talk to me, man ... 
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HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by 5-tt-iiVh 
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THE GUARDIAN QUICK CROSSWORD-13171 
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slopes (3-3) 

6 Nickname - Boers 
quit (anag) (9) 

7 Path for horses (9) 

11 Kind of triangle (9) 

12 Arachnids with a 
sting in the tail (9) 

13 Copper and zinc 
alloy (5) 

14 Big hybrid of the 
cat family (5) 

18 Run fast (6) 

19 Bring up for 
discussion (6) 

22 Lovers' row (4) 

23 Fibre used for 
making sacking and 
ropes (4) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
Septembers, 2019. 


■ Across 

1 Quip (9) 

8 Sow's mate (4) 

9 Silly person (with 
sparrow's mind?) (9) 

10 Procreated (4) 

13 Racist or sexist? (5) 

15 Rescue(anag)(6) 

16 Shellfish soup (6) 

17 Strain (6) 

19 Spanish wine shop (6) 

20 Refuse with contempt 
(5) 


21 Give out (4) 

24 Priceless! (9) 

25 Sea eagle (4) 

26 Desire to travel (5,4) 

■ Down 

2 Wading bird (4) 

3 Rise and fall of the sea 
(4) 

4 Knitted jacket that 
buttons up the front 
(abbr) (6) 

5 Bicycle-like device for 
sliding down snow 


Solution No. 13170 
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Gritty India holds Asian champ Qatar 

Outstanding goalkeeping by Gurpreet Sandhu thwarts the host; the contest ends goalless 


WC QUALIFIER 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

DOHA 

A gritty India survived a 
wave of attacks from Qatar to 
hold the reigning Asian 
champion to a goalless draw 
and steal an unexpected 
point from its away match of 
the FIFA World Cup quali¬ 
fiers here on Tuesday. 

Despite playing without 
talismanic captain Sunil 
Chhetri - laid low by fever - 
India denied Qatar, which 
won the Asian Cup in Janu¬ 
ary, despite the home side 
having more than a dozen 
shots on target. 

India goalkeeper Gurpreet 
Singh Sandhu, who also 
wore the captain’s armband, 
was the star as he single- 
handedly baulked Qatar in 
the Group E match. 

India, which had suffered 
a heartbreaking 2-1 loss to 
Oman in its opening match 
on September 5 at Guwahati, 
now has one point from two 
matches while Qatar has four 
after its 6-0 win over Afghan¬ 
istan in its first match here. 

India next plays Bangla¬ 
desh on October 15 in 
Kolkata. 

Meagre shots 

Qatar, ranked 62nd in the 
world, had more than two 
dozen shots out of which at 
least a dozen were on target. 
India, 103rd in the FIFA ranlc- 



Heroic performance: With Qatar unleashing over a dozen shots on target, 'keepe Gu preet Sandhu had a busy night, 
one which he handled with aplomb, -special arrangement 


ings, on the other hand, had 
just two shots on the opposi¬ 
tion goal in the entire match. 

In the first half, India ex¬ 
pectedly sat deep and de¬ 
fended its citadel. 

The home side had at least 
half a dozen on-target shots 
and seven corners in the first 
half while India did not have 
any. 

Gurpreet was a busy man 


as he was called into action 
several times but he re¬ 
mained firm. 

Fingertip save 

Qatar captain Has. qA Ha> 
dos had two she s t r ly _ to 
the match but Gl rprv was 
up to the t? .v, ic uding the 
brilliant fin ?: & save in the 
20th mini "e. 

A n spa ;s from Mandar 


Rao D' ^ in the 14th minute 
jc t outs .tie the penalty box 
fell for Abdul Aziz Hatem, 
m L his curling strike flew 
^ ast above the crossbar. 

A free header off Boualem 
Khoukhi in the 26th minute 
was also off the target as In¬ 
dia escaped unscathed in the 
first half. 

The result: 

Qatar 0 drew with India 0. 


Match stats 

1 Qatar 


India 1 

5 

Fouls 

8 

30 

Tackles 

36 

15 

Corners 

1 

7 

Offsides 

2 

27 

Shots 

2 

0 

Goalkeeper 

saves 

11 

68 

Possession 

32 


The opening conundrum 

Panchal, Abhimanyu on the radar; will Rohit get a new lifeline? 


Starting trouble 



10.50 


TEAM SELECTION 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

MUMBAI 

India may have justified its 
top ranking by returning 
from the West Indies with 
optimum points in its mai¬ 
den assignment of the World 
Test Championship. 

However, as the national 
selection panel sits down on 
T] mrsday to select the squad 
for the home Test series ver¬ 
sus South Africa, M.S.K. Pra¬ 
sad & Co. will be in a dilem¬ 
ma on how to resolve the 
opening combination 
conundrum. 

Despite Virat Kohli’s men 
having triumphed in its last 
three Test series in the last 12 
months - a rare series win in 
Australia sandwiched bet¬ 
ween home and away victo¬ 
ries versus West Indies - 
opening combination has 
been far from being stable 
during this period. 

Five batsmen tried out 

Ever since the selectors and 
the team management de¬ 
cided to look beyond Shik- 
har Dhawan after the series 
in England exactly a year 
ago, the Indian team has 
tried out five batsmen as 
openers. 

What’s worse is none of 
the four opening combina¬ 
tions has worked. The first- 
wicket stand averaged 28.07 
in the 14 innings over the last 
12 months. 


Hanuma Vihari 


Once the selectors moved 
on from the combination of 
Dhawan and M. Vijay, K.L. 
Rahul was supposed to step 
into the role of the senior 
opener. However, let alone 
leading the charge, the Kar¬ 
nataka batsman has strug¬ 
gled to even maintain his 
place in the team. His State- 
mate Mayank Agarwal, who 
debuted in Australia, has 
looked the most assured wil- 
low-wielder at the top of the 
order. 

With Rahul running out of 
time, Dhawan and Vijay not 
in contention and Prithvi 
Shaw serving doping sus¬ 
pension, it would be inter¬ 
esting to see if the national 
selectors decide to blood in 
a specialist opener for the 
South Africa Test series, set 
to begin in Visakhapatnam 
on Oct. 2. 

Priyank Panchal and Ab¬ 
himanyu Easwaran have 
been knocking on the doors 


STATS FROM OCTOBER 2018 

of the selectors for more 
than two seasons now. 
While Panchal, the Gujarat 
captain, has the experience 
and a mature head on his 
shoulders, Bengal’s Abhima¬ 
nyu has been in sensational 
form for India-A and in the 
Duleep Trophy. 

However, if the selectors, 
in consultation with the 
team-management, decide 
to present Rohit Sharma the 
role of the Test opener, then 
both Panchal and Abhima- 
nyu’s wait for the India jer¬ 
sey will be prolonged. 

Considering Rohit’s ex¬ 
ceptional run in the World 
Cup - he scored a record 
five hundreds as an opener - 
a section of the selectors and 
the team-management feel 
Rohit should be asked to 
open in Tests as well. 

It would be interesting to 
see if the Mumbaikar gets a 
new lifeline for his topsy-tur¬ 
vy Test career. 


This is All India Radio... now 
tune in to live cc; -imentary 

BCCI announces a two-year rff his arrangement 


‘We strongly believe in Quinton’s leadership skills 

While praising du Plessis’ contribution, Nkwe insists on infusing fresh blood in T20s 


SA IN INDIA 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 

NEW DELHI 

Cricket fans will once agafi 
be regaled by radio commen¬ 
tary following an arrange¬ 
ment between the BCCI and 
the All India Radio (AIR). 

The BCCI on Tuesday said, 
“in an initiative to enhance 
the coverage of Indian crick¬ 
et and take it to the nook and 
corner of the country,” it was 
announcing a two-year radio 
rights arrangement with AIR. 

“This initiative will offer 
millions of listeners across 
India the opportunity to fol¬ 
low their favourite sport via 
live radio commentary,” the 
BCCI informed. It will be spe- 
cialy beneficial for the visual¬ 
ly-impaired fans. 

The audio commentary 
will commence from the first 


ga e o In ’a’s upcoming 
D ayi 1 1201 series against 
b 4h Jrica in Dharamsala 
on ept. 15. In addition to in- 
?rnational matches, AIR will 
also provide coverage for the 
men’s and women’s domestic 
tournaments. The two-year 
tenure starts on Sept. 10. 

Move welcomed 

The move was welcomed by 
the fraternity of commenta¬ 
tors. “It is a wonderful news 
for us. Radio is a powerful 
medium and it reaches out to 
so many remote places. Fol¬ 
lowing the game live from the 
ground adds to the excite¬ 
ment that a cricket fan expe¬ 
riences even at work,” said 
Sachin Chatte, an English 
commentator based in Goa. 

For Vineet Garg, a veteran 


Hindi commentators, it is, 
“throw-back to those great 
times when cricket fans re¬ 
mained glued to radio or 
transistor sets. The commen¬ 
tator was the eyes and ears of 
the fans who would visualise 
the game from what they 
heard. My seniors like Anant 
Setalvad and Suresh Saraiya 
were pillars who contributed 
to popularize the game. Ace 
cricketers like Vijay Mer¬ 
chant and Lala Amarnath 
would enrich the commen¬ 
tary box with their wisdom.” 

The BCCI had had issues 
with the AIR related to rights 
and the latter was compelled 
to have the commentators 
work from studios. 

“We did commentary only 
when India played overseas,” 
said Chatte. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

DHARAMSHALA 

South Africa’s cricket esta¬ 
blishment acknowledges Faf 
du Plessis’ contribution both 
as a player and captain but 
it’s about time it looks at the 
future with belief in Quinton 
de Kock’s leadership skills, 
interim director Enoch Nkwe 


said on Tuesday. 

While du Plessis is still the 
captain of the Test side, 
Nkwe gave enough indica¬ 
tions that South Africa wants 
to infuse fresh blood going 
into next year’s World T20 in 
Australia. “We know where 
Faf stands as a captain and as 
a player. He has done great 
things for SA cricket. But we 
also need to look at what fu¬ 
ture looks like and we strong¬ 


ly believe in Quinton, who is 
going to be leading the team 
going forward,” Nkwe told 
reporters. 

“We have a good leader 
and it’s an opportunity to 
start building for the future.” 

While admitting that India 


is a formidable team, Nkwe is 
confident that this upcoming 
three-match T20I series, be¬ 
ginning on Sunday, will help 
them assess the Proteas. 

“It’s the start of a new 
chapter and focus will be the 
coming series against India.” 


de Koclc feels adaptability 
is the key and believes the 
track will help batsmen. 

“I have been here before 
but haven’t played here. The 
last time we were here, the 
wicket did play very well,” he 
said. 


India vs South Africa tour programme 


1 T20IS 

1 Tests j 

Sept. 15, Dharamshala 

Oct. 2 to 6, Visakhapatnam 

Sept. 18, Mohali 

Oct. 10 to 14, Pune 

Sept. 22, Bengaluru 

All matches start at 7 p.m. 

Oct. 19 to 23, Ranchi 

All matches start at 9.30 a.m. 

■ South Africa will play a warm-up game against Board 

President's XI at Vizianagaram from Sept. 26 to 28 


■ The Proteas are scheduled to revisit India for a three-match 
ODI series in March 2020 



Knighthood 
for Boycott 
and Strauss 



Andrew Strauss, -reuters 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

England cricket greats Ge¬ 
offrey Boycott and Andrew 
Strauss have been given 
knighthoods by Theresa 
May in her resignation ho¬ 
nours list. Boycott and 
Strauss both received the 
honour for their services to 
sport after outstanding ca¬ 
reers for England. 

Boycott, 78, amassed 
8,114 Test runs at 47.72 in 
an England career that ran 
between 1964 and 1982. 

Strauss hit 7,037 runs in 
100 Tests from 2004 to 
2012. Strauss captained En¬ 
gland to Ashes triumphs in 
2009 and 2010-11, the lat¬ 
ter campaign making him 
the first English skipper to 
win a Test series on Austra¬ 
lian soil since Mike Gatting 
in 1986-87. 



U Mumba has the measure of Titans 


Ahmedabad to host PKL playoffs and final 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICOLKATA 

U Mumba benefited from its 
captain Fazel Atrachali’s ex¬ 
cellent tackles and Arjun 
Deshwal’s fine all-round 
showing to beat Telugu Ti¬ 
tans 41-27 in a re-scheduled 
match of the ProKabaddi 
League here on Tuesday. 

Mumba’s seventh win 
pushed it up into the top-six 
on the points tally. 

Titans banked on Sidd- 
harth Desai and Rakesh Gow¬ 
da’s praiseworthy efforts to 
lead 13-9 before Mumba, 
which was all out in the 13th 
minute, made a strong come¬ 
back. Mumba, which gave a 
close fight due to Rohit Bali- 
yan’s five points in the first 


half, also cashed in from 
Deshwal’s contribution. 
Deshwal, who had opened 
Mumba’s account with a two- 
point raid, claimed Vishal 
Bhardwaj and C. Arun to help 
his side take a 15-13 lead. 

However, Farhad Milagh- 
ardan conducted a successful 
raid with a bonus point to le¬ 
vel the scores just before the 
break. Mumba applied pres¬ 
sure as Titans got all out with¬ 
in a minute of resumption. 
Fazel’s solid tackling and its 
raiders’ successful forays en¬ 
abled Mumba to establish a 
seven-point lead at 25-18. 

Titans rode on the Gow¬ 
da’s all-round performance 
to narrow the margin, but 
Mumba was boosted by Fa¬ 


zel, who not only garnered 
five tackle points in the se¬ 
cond half but also guided his 
team brilliantly to seize mo¬ 
mentum at the right time. 

Deshwal inflated his per¬ 
sonal score to 10 while ex¬ 
tending Mumba’s lead. Ti¬ 
tans, which experienced two 
more all outs, could never 
really recover. 

EKA Arena at Ahmedabad 
will host the two eliminators, 
semifinals and the grand fi¬ 
nale from Oct. 14 to 19. 

The result: U Mumba 41 (Arjun 
Deshwal 10, Rohit Baliyan 7, Fa¬ 
zel Atrachali 6, Sandeep Narwal 
4) bt Telugu Titans 27 (Rakesh 
Gowda 7, Siddharth Desai 4, 
Farhad Milaghardan 4, Vishal 
Bhardwaj 4). 



Inspiring: Fazel Atrachali, right, led from the front for U Mumba on Tuesday, -rajeevbhatt 





When romance and results unite, it is special 



BETWEEN WICKETS 


SURESH MENON 


F orget the back story, cynical sports 
editors would repeat in the old days, 
judge a team purely by its performance 
on the field. Were the players good 
enough to score runs, good enough to 
take wickets and hold catches? Did they 
score at least one run more than their 
opponents at the end of the match? 
That’s all that matters. Don’t romanti¬ 
cise origin stories. If someone had to 
walk barefoot to school and began by 
throwing stones at distant objects, that 
is interesting but not crucial to a team’s 
success. 

Yet, sports without romance is in¬ 
complete. In fact, sport is romance. 
Scores and results are important, of 
course, but they aren’t everything. Of¬ 
ten the struggle, and the sheer improb¬ 
ability of a group playing together is the 
more interesting aspect of the competi¬ 
tion. And when romance meets perfor¬ 
mance, the joy is complete. Afghanis¬ 
tan’s elevation to the highest reaches of 
cricket is perhaps the most romantic 
story in contemporary sport. 

No real tradition 

They imbibed the game in refugee 
camps while their country was at war. 
They have no real tradition in the game 
like the other members of the Com¬ 
monwealth. A quarter century ago they 
had fewer than 30 people who played 
cricket. 

Their players have been shot, their 
first national hero, Mohammad Nabi, 
was on a cricket tour when his father 
was kidnapped back home. Nabi, 34, 



has spent half his life in refugee camps. 
He announced his retirement from Test 
cricket before the start of his country’s 
third Test which they won this week in 
Bangladesh. A gifted off spin bowler 
and a hard-hitting batsman, Nabi, a gen¬ 
tle, articulate man, is unique in other 
ways too. He is the only player to hit the 
first ball he faced in both innings on his 
First Class debut for six. 

Wonderful gesture 

As Rashid Khan picked up his eleventh 
wicket of the match to bring Afghanis¬ 
tan victory - their second in three Tests 
to match the early record of Australia - 
he took off in the manner of the mod¬ 
ern bowler, running across the field. 
Then he collected himself, and found 
he was closer to the dressing room than 
his teammates. At this moment, Rashid, 
20, the youngest Test captain ever, 
chose to wait till senior man Nabi 
caught up, and gestured for him to lead 
the team in. It was a wonderful gesture, 
a tribute to both men and testimony to 
how much more Afghanistan had learnt 
about the game beyond batting and 
bowling. 

Rashid Khan is already their best- 
known player, their richest, and easily 
their finest bowler. In three Tests he al¬ 
ready has 20 wickets, five-plus in his 
last three innings. Afghanistan lost their 
debut match against India, but beat Ire¬ 
land and the more experienced Bangla¬ 
desh. But the format of the new World 
Test championship, where only nine of 
12 teams earn points, means they might 
not play as much Test cricket as they 
deserve to. 

Test hero Rahmat 

Rashid apart, the team’s Test hero is 
Rahmat Shah, who made his country’s 
first century, after having made 98 and 
76 in the earlier win against Ireland. He 
is 26. Afghanistan players graduate 
from the Under-19 levels to the A team, 


like their counterparts in other coun¬ 
tries. “The game is becoming increas¬ 
ingly structured,” wrote Tim Wigmore 
in Second XI: Cricket in Its Outposts , ad¬ 
ding, “There are 80 grounds in Afghan¬ 
istan, and more than 50 turf wickets.” 

All this sounds perfectly normal till 
you realise just what it means for a 
country to have achieved it despite hav¬ 
ing been at war since 1979 when the So¬ 
viets moved in. Hillary Clinton put it in 
perspective when she said, “If we are 
searching for a model of how to meet 
tough international challenges with 
skill, dedication and teamwork, we 
need only to look to the Afghan national 
cricket team.” 

It is possible that Afghanistan has 
emerged as everybody’s second favou¬ 
rite team after their own. 

On-field performance 

So much for the romance. What of the 
performance on the field of play? In 
ODI, they have played 123, won 59 and 
lost 60; in T20 it is 49 won versus 22 lost 
in 71 matches. There is something about 
white ball cricket that seems to suit 
their approach which favours risk-tak¬ 
ing over safety-first, and lays greater 
store by the unorthodox. That they 
made the switch to Test cricket without 
too much trouble is merely one more 
astounding fact about a team that deals 
in astounding facts. 

The early wins mean Afghanistan ask 
to be judged on their game rather than 
on history and the past. At some point 
in the evolution of teams in sport, the 
focus shifts from what was considered 
improbable to what is seen as possible. 
This usually takes time. 

Afghanistan, despite their poor 
showing in this year’s World Cup, have 
earned the right to be treated as an in¬ 
ternational team without condescen¬ 
sion. And that has been their greatest 
achievement in a decade of internation¬ 
al cricket. 
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Jalaj and bowlers give India-A victory push 


South Africa-A, struggling at 125 for five in the second innings, trails by 14 runs 


SA-A IN INDIA 


M.R. PRAVEEN CHANDRAN 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

After a rearguard fightback 
by Jalaj Saxena and Shardul 
Thalcur with the bat, the In¬ 
dia-A bowlers put the hosts 
in command by reducing 
the visitors to 125 for five at 
stumps on the second day of 
the unofficial Test match at 
the Sports Hub here on 
Tuesday. 

The 100-run eighth-wick¬ 
et stand between Jalaj Saxe¬ 
na (61 n.o.) and Shardul Tha- 
kur (34) gave India-A a 
handy lead of 139 runs after 
its first innings ended at 
303. 

All at sea 

In the second innings, the 
South Africans were all at 
sea on a wicket which start¬ 
ed helping the slow bowlers 
generously. 

However, it was again the 
medium-pacers Mo¬ 

hammed Siraj and Shardul 
who shook South Africa ear¬ 
ly by dismissing the openers 
Pieter Malan (4) and Aiden 


Markram (4) cheaply. 

But Zubayr Hamza (44) 
played with freedom and 
showed the technique to 
survive on the pitch until 
Ricky Bhui pulled off a bril¬ 
liant reflex catch in the slips 
off Gowtham to end his stay. 

It was left to Heinrich 
Klaasen (35 batting), who 
was dropped on 32, and 
Wiaan Mulder (12 batting) to 
survive an anxious final 
hour to push the match into 
the third day. 

Joining forces 

In the morning, the South 
Africa-A bowlers bounced 
back to reduce India-A to 
199 for seven, before Jalaj 
and Shardul joined forces to 
thwart the South Africans 

Ankeet Bawane fell early 
to Marco Jansen but both 
Shubman Gill (90) and K.S. 
Bharat (33) played fluently 
to add 44 for the fourth 
wicket. 

But Dane Piedt produced 
the best ball of the India-A 
innings to clean up Shub¬ 
man Gill when the batsmen 
looked set for a century. 

The loopy off-break beat 


Gill in the flight and ball can¬ 
noned on to the stumps 
through the gap as the bat¬ 
smen lunged forward. 

Sustained aggression 

Then fast bowlers Lungi Ngi- 
di and Lutho Sipamla, in a 
sustained spell of aggres¬ 
sion, broke the back of the 
Indian middle-order. 

First, Ngidi had Shivam 
Dube (8) caught down the 
legside by ’keeper Klaasen. 
Then, Sipamla had the well 
settled Bharat edging a 
catch to Hamza in the slips 
and then yorked Gowtham 
for a duck. 

Jalaj, who opened his ac¬ 
count after 40 balls, 
changed gears when the 
tired South African bowlers 
offered him loose deliveries. 

However Ngidi trapped 
Shardul in front and Piedt, 
with a double strike, hustled 
the end. 

The scores: 

South Africa-A - 1st innings: 

164. 

India-A - 1st innings: Ruturaj 
Gaikwad b Jansen 30, Shubman 
Gill b Piedt 90 , Ricky Bhui b 
Ngidi 26, Ankeet Bawane b Jan¬ 


sen 6, K.S. Bharat c Hamza b Si¬ 
pamla 33, Shivam Dube c Klaa¬ 
sen b Ngidi 8, Jalaj Saxena (not 
out) 61, K. Gowtham b Sipamla 
0, Shardul Thakur Lbw b Ngidi 
34, Shahbaz Nadeem st Klaasen 
b Piedt 0, Mohammed Siraj st 
Klaasen b Piedt 0; Extras (b-7, 
lb-4, nb-4): 15; Total (in 87.5 
overs): 303. 

Fall of wickets: 1-48, 2-106, 3- 
133, 4-177,5-194, 6-199, 7-199, 
8-299, 9-303. 

South Africa-A bowling: Ngidi 
16-3-50-3, Sipamla 15-5-46-2, 
Jansen 15-3-59-2, Piedt 25.5-4- 
84-3, Mulder 9-2-32-0, Muth- 
uswamy 7-1-21-0. 

South Africa-A 2nd innings: 

Pieter Malan b Siraj 4, Aiden 
Markram c Bharat b Shardul 4, 
Zubayr Hamza c Bhui b Gow¬ 
tham 44, Khayelihle Zondo c 
Bharat b Nadeem 10, Senurar 
Muthuswamy lbw b Nadeem , 
Heinrich Klaasen (batting, 3 
Wiaan Mulder (batting) 12 Ex¬ 
tras (nb-2, b-8, lb-2’: 12: Total 
(for five wkts. in 35 vs): 125. 

Fall of wicket : 1- 2 14,3-38, 

4-52,5-94 

India-* be ling: Siraj 6-1-18-1, 
Sh? ju 7 -1 S-1, Nadeem 9-3- 

13-2? Dube 4-0-14-0, Gowtham 
6 -2 Jalaj 3-0-14-0. 
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Course correction: Jalaj Saxena's composed, unbeaten 
half-century amidst a flurry of wickets gave India-A 
a handy lead, "special arrangement 


Mehuli on target 


SHOOTING 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Mehuli Ghosh was in superb 
form as she tamed strong 
fields in the women’s and ju¬ 
nior events in air rifle in the 
sixth National shooting se¬ 
lection trials at the Dr. Kami 
Singh Range, here on 
Tuesday. 

In the women’s final, Me¬ 
huli delivered a 10.8 each on 
the last two shots to beat 
qualification topper Shreya 
Agrawal by 0.8 point. 


In the junior event, Mehu¬ 
li shot 252.2 and outclassed 
Khushi Saini by 3.4 points. 

In men’s 25-metre rapid 
fire pistol, Anhad Jawanda 
topped with 31 hits in the fi¬ 
nal, and beat Olympian Gur- 
preet Singh by five points. 

In men’s rifle 3-position 
event, Parul Kumar with 
458.3 beat Satyendra Singh 
by 1.8 point. Chain Singh 
took the third place. 

Aishwarya Pratap Singh 
Tomar won the junior event 
with an authoritative 
performance. 


Not taking part in 
Worlds: Tejaswin 


ATHLETICS 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

High jumper Tejaswin Shan¬ 
kar has conveyed his inabili¬ 
ty to compete in the World 
Championships to be held 
in Doha from September 27, 
the Athletics Federation of 
India (AFI) said on Tuesday. 

In a communication to 
the AFI on Tuesday, the US- 


based Tejaswin said he was 
in his off-season and not in 
jumping shape yet and 
hence declined to compete 
in Doha. 

Though he missed the 
qualifying standard (2.30m) 
by two centimeters, the 20- 
year-old Delhi athlete made 
the grade by virtue of being 
among the IAAF Top Perfor¬ 
mance List as he is ranked 
39th in the world. 


We are one of the strictest federation 
when it comes to anti-doping: No r ma.i 

HI CEO happy being behind the scenes and coc rdinating 



Tough talk: Elena Norman says she is lucky to have a great 
team to work with. -r.v. moorthy 


HOCKEY 


UTHR A GANESAN 

NEW DELHI 

For someone considered all- 
powerful in Indian hockey, 
Elena Norman is content be¬ 
ing a ‘project manager’ and 
a co-ordinator for the 
federation. 

The Hockey India CEO, in 
an interaction with The Hin¬ 
du on Tuesday, admitted ' 
was easier for her to act 
tough as a non-native to get 
work done but wished away 
any suggestions that she was 
the main decision-maker for 
the sport in the country. 

“I am more than happy 
being behind the scenes and 
co-ordinating work from all 
around to make sure things 
function smoothly. 

“I am lucky to have a great 
team to work with, people 
who have been together for 
almost five-six years, but I 
am more of a manager than 
anything else. 

“It is a lot more than peo¬ 
ple realise and I have neither 
the inclination nor time to 
get into stuff that is being 
handled perfectly fine by the 
experts,” she said. 


done here, even if the exact 
on-paper procedures are not 
always followed,” Elena said. 

She was also proud of the 
fact that Hockey India was 
one of the few federations 
that has had little trouble 
with the Sports Ministry or 
SAI over years. 

“The kind of discussions 
we are having now is refresh¬ 
ing. There is a lot of empha¬ 
sis on transparency and 
streamlining of process in¬ 
cluding getting ACTCs on¬ 
line, managing clearances 
etc. 

“We have already done 
ours in May. We constantly 
upload our camp and tour 
details on the NADA data¬ 
base as part of the wherea¬ 
bouts clause. 

“Till June, the rules re¬ 
quired both team and indivi¬ 
dual whereabouts of two 
players each from men and 
women (in the RTP) but now 


the FIH has conveyed that 
only team details are need¬ 
ed. We write to NADA before 
every camp and 
competition. 

“In fact, there is a certifi¬ 
cate that FIH provides to 
players for attending presen¬ 
tations on anti-doping, valid 
for two years. 

“These are done routinely 
and every player needs to 
have a valid certificate to be 
eligible for an FIH tourna¬ 
ment! We are one of the 
strictest federations when it 
comes to anti-doping,” she 
said with pride. 

Asked if there was one 
thing she wished to change, 
Elena was thoughtful. 

“Six months ago, I would 
have said maybe a little more 
work on development of 
coaches and knowledge. But 
we are doing it now but yes, 
we could have started much 
earlier,” she signed off. 


Easier to work 

Given that Australia is consi¬ 
dered the Holy Grail for 
sports and the often-derided 
bureaucracy in India, it was 
a surprise when Elena de¬ 
clared that it was actually ea¬ 
sier to work here. 

“I would think it is as good 
or bad as anywhere else. To 
be honest, I believe it is ac¬ 
tually easier to get work 


Clinical Nihal 
punishes Cori 

Goes into day two with a 1-0 lead; 
Hari and Adhiban, too, post wins 


WORLD CUP CHESS 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

KHANTY MANSIYSK (RUSSIA) 

Teen sensation Nihal Sarin 
pulled off a clinical win 
against Jorge Cori in 57 
moves to take a 1-0 lead in 
the two-game Round One 
of the World Cup chess 
championship here on 
Tuesday. 

P. Hari Krishna and B. 
Adhiban were the other 
winners and need only a 
draw on Wednesday to 
move into the second 
round. 

Vidit Gujrathi, M. Karthi- 
keyan, Abhjeet Gupta and 
Aravindh Chithambaram 
were involved in drawn en¬ 
counters. 

However, Surya Shekhar 
Ganguly, S.L. Narayanan 
and S.P. Sethuraman lost 
their games. 

Nihal, at 15, the youngest 
member of the Indian con¬ 
tingent, punished Cori for a 
series of sub-optimal moves 
after the Peruvian handed 
over the initiative on the 
18 th move. 

Leading to the 40th 
move, both players could 
not filter out the best availa¬ 
ble options, but Nihal rein¬ 
forced his grip. 

Cori resigned when Nihal 
threatened to trade his rook 
for a bishop and polish off 
the queen-side pawns. 

Pleased 

“I am pleased with how 


things went and also happy 
with the quality of the 
game. Will try to repeat that 
tomorrow [Wednesday],” 
said Nihal after the victory. 
The results (round 1, game 1): 

Yuri Gonzalez Vidal (Cuba, 
2552) lost to P. Hari Krishna 
(2746); Vladimir Fedoseev 
(Russia, 2664) bt Surya Shek¬ 
har Ganguly (2658). 

M. Karthikeyan (2617) drew 
with Ernesto Inarkiev (Russia, 
2693); Aravindh Chithamba¬ 
ram (2609) drew with Michael 
Adams (England, 2694). 

David Anton Guijarro (Spain, 
2674) bt S.L. Narayanan (2611); 
Eduardo Iturrizaga Bonelli (Ve¬ 
nezuela, 2626) lost to B. Adhi¬ 
ban (2639). 

Alan Pichot (Argentina, 
2600) drew with Vidit Guja- 
rathi (2718); Abhijeet Gupta 
(2609) drew with Anton Koro¬ 
bov (Ukraine, 2679). 

Nihal Sarin (2610) bt Jorge 
Cori (Peru, 2676); S.P. Sethura¬ 
man (2624) lost to Tamir Na- 
baty (Israel, 2658). 



Nihal Sarin, -file photo 


Hamilton-Rosberg rivalry simmers on 

Trouble began when they started battling for honours at Mercedes 



Prickly: Though Nico Rosberg and Lewis Hamilton started off 
as pals in their junior days, they are anything but that now. 

■GETTY IMAGES 


FORMULA ONE 


S. DIP AK RAGAV 

MONZA 

Lewis Hamilton and Nico 
Rosberg have known each 
other since they were kids 
coming through karting and 
junior formula and were of¬ 
ten teammates. 

However, their friendship 
quickly ran into rough weath¬ 
er once the two were at Mer¬ 
cedes fighting for the title 
and between 2014 and 2016 
the duo had numerous clash¬ 
es on track. 

And recently Hamilton 
threw shade on Rosberg after 
the 2016 champion came un¬ 
der fire from Max Verstappen 
for his comments as TV 
pundit. 

Rosberg criticised Verstap- 
pen’s move son Kimi Raikko- 
nen in the Belgium GP which 
ruined both their races. 

The Dutchman, in turn, 
hit back at Rosberg calling 
him the new Jacques Ville- 
nueve, the 1997 World Cham¬ 
pion, who is known to make 
some surprising contrarian 
comments on current driv¬ 


ers. During one of the pre¬ 
race interviews before the 
Italian GP, Vestappen was qu¬ 
oted as saying, “I think he is 
the new Jacques Villeneuve. 

Contrary opinion 

Villeneuve has changed quite 
a bit, but it seems that Rosb¬ 
erg now and again wants to 
give a contrary opinion.” 

Referring to Verstappen’s 
dig, Hamilton posted on his 
Instagram story “this has me 
in stitches.” 

When asked about it on 
Saturday, Hamilton had 


some interesting words say¬ 
ing, “I don’t really think 
much of it, to be honest. I 
thought it was really funny - 

“I think Max is generally a 
really funny guy so I was 
cracking up when I saw it. 
...unfortunately drivers be¬ 
come irrelevant when they 
retire and ultimate have to 
hang on to utilise other peo¬ 
ple’s light to keep them in the 
light and so... but that’s the 
way of sport, I guess.” 

(The writer was in Monza 
recently at the invitation of 
Petronas). 


Prajnesh enters pre-quarterfinals 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

SHANGHAI 

Top seed Prajnesh Gunnes- 
waran defeated James Ward 
of Great Britain 6-4, 7-6(3) to 
progress into the pre-quar¬ 
terfinals of the $81,240 Chal¬ 
lenger tennis tournament 
here on Tuesday. 

The results: 

$81,240 Challenger, Shanghai: 


Second round: Prajnesh Gun- 
neswaran bt James Ward (GBR) 
6-4, 7-6(3); Yasutaka Uchiyama 
bt Arjun Kadhe 7-6(4), 6-3; Tat- 
suma Ito (Jpn) bt Sasi Kumar 
Mukund 6-4, 6-4. 

First round: Hua Runhao (Chn) 
bt Sidharth Rawat 6-4, 6-4. 
Doubles, pre-quarterfinals: Di- 
vij Sharan & Saketh Myneni bt 
Steven Diez (Can) & Teymuraz 
Gabashvili (Rus) 7-5, 6-4. 
$15,000 ITF, Tabarka, Tunisia: 
Men, first round: Lorenzo Bru- 


netti (Ita) bt Ajay Pruthvi Ne- 
makal 6-2, 6-0. 

Women, first round: Lisa Piga- 
to (Ita) bt Niditra Rajmohan 
6-1, 6-1; Bhuvana Kalva bt Brit¬ 
tany Collens (US) 7-5, 6-2. 

$15,000 ITF women, Cairo: 
First round: Sathwika Sama bt 
Saumya Vig 6-1, 6-1. 

Doubles, pre-quarterfinals: 

Angelika Shapovalova (Rus) & 
Avika Sagwal bt Hla El-Sakka & 
Nada Fouad (Egy) 6-2, 7-6(3). 


Will it be smooth sailing for CoA? 


Everyone knows my strategy and will mark me: Sindhu 


BOARD MATTERS 


G. VIS WANATH 
MUMBAI 

The head of the Committee 
of Administrators (CoA), Vi- 
nod Rai, made a categorical 
statement to a cable televi¬ 
sion channel recently that 
his three-member commit¬ 
tee comprising former India 
captain Diana Edulji, Lt. 
Gen. (Retd.) Ravi Thodge 
and himself would demit the 
day the BCCI elections are 
conducted. 

The CoA has initiated the 
process and set a timeline 
for the BCCI AGM and elec¬ 
tions culminating on Oct. 22. 

The CoA was appointed at 
the instance of the Lodha 
Committee and after the 
BCCI failed to implement the 
reforms in the given time 
between four and six 
months after the apex court 
order of July 18,2016. 

Panel’s observations 

The Lodha panel noted in its 
status report that “the direc¬ 
tions of the apex court were 



ignored, actions were taken 
by the BCCI to present a fait 
accompli to the Committee, 
the directives issued by the 
Committee were breached 
and the BCCI repeatedly 
took steps to undermine its 
authority of the Committee 
and the Court with several 
statements and actions 
which were grossly out of or¬ 
der and that would even 
constitute contempt”. 

The apex court, in its or¬ 
der of Jan. 2,2017, also made 
a significant statement that 
“the Committee of Adminis¬ 
trators shall also ensure that 
the directions contained in 
the judgement of this Court 
dated July 18, 2016 are ful¬ 
filled and to adopt all neces¬ 
sary and consequential steps 
for that purpose.” 

After its appointment, 
CoA has been supervising 
the administration of the 
BCCI and also given a num¬ 
ber of directions to facilitate 
the implementation of the 
Lodha reforms. 

It has put in place the In¬ 
dian Cricketers Association, 
recently clarified the dis¬ 



qualification rules, appoint¬ 
ed the electoral officer and 
issued a timeline for the 
AGM and elections on Oct. 
22, apparently after consult¬ 
ing the amicus curiae in the 
case, senior advocate P.S. 
Narasimha. 

The CoA has also been in¬ 
volved in prodding the the 
BCCI members to get their 
act together in the aspect of 
amending its Constitution 
and getting it registered. So 
far 21 are on board. 

In January 2017, the Su¬ 
preme Court removed the 
then BCCI president Anurag 
Thakur and secretary Ajay 
Shirlce. 

The court had said that 
Thakur was obstructing and 
impeding the implementa¬ 
tion of the cricket reforms. 

Will it be smooth sailing 
for the CoA? 

While Rai is confident, a 
few BCCI members also be¬ 
lieve that it’s time the elect¬ 
ed members take charge of 
the BCCI. As of now, it ap¬ 
pears that only the Supreme 
Court can stay the AGM/elec- 
tions. 



She says hard work is the only success mantra and it takes years to achieve what you dream of 


BADMINTON 


ANAN T KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

The newly crowned World 
champion P.V. Sindhu, the 
chief guest at PNB MetLife Ju¬ 
nior badminton champion¬ 
ships here, was oozing with 
confidence and brimming 
with joy. 

The status of world cham¬ 
pion is a testament to her ri¬ 
gorous hard work in the last 
three-four months. After los¬ 
ing five finals, Sindhu was 
disappointed, but she credit¬ 
ed this success to her diligent 
efforts in every aspect of her 
game and mental strength. 

“Hard work is the only 
success mantra, it takes 
years to achieve what you 
dream of. I have had my 
share of ups and downs. 
Wins make you confident, 
but losses provoke you to 
come back stronger,” she 
said. 

Influential coach 

The 1994 Asian Games gold 


medallist Kim Ji-hyun has 
been an influential coach in 
Sindhu’s development. She 
was a tactically much-im¬ 
proved player in the Cham¬ 
pionships in Basel this year. 

Sindhu had words of 
praise for her coach. “Under 
the guidance of Gopi Sir (P. 
Gopi Chand) I have been 
training with Kim. It’s not 
just one particular stroke, it’s 
about perfecting every 
stroke and her impact has 
been great. We have worked 
a lot on the front court, back 
court and defence,” Sindhu 
said. 

Sindhu played with the 
young kids at the venue, en¬ 
couraged them and advised 
them to never give up in life 
in whatever they do. She 
stressed that parents should 
encourage their kids in wha¬ 
tever sport they play. 

Sacrifices must be made 

She also indicated that there 
are many sacrifices one had 
to make, be it parents or the 
player. She quoted the exam¬ 


ple of her parents who shift¬ 
ed with her to a house closer 
to the Gopi Chand Academy 
so that she could commute 
easily and have more time to 
train. 

Two bronze and two silver 
medals in the previous 
Championships made her a 
challenging opponent but 
not a winner. This time she 
was passionate to win the 
gold. The status of a world 
champion comes with an ad¬ 
ded pressure, every time 
when you step on the court. 

“After losing the previous 
two finals I was dejected, but 
never lost hope. It was a 
much awaited win. The res¬ 
ponsibility to win and pres¬ 
sure to perform will be extra 
now. Everyone knows my 
strategy, they are going to 
mark me. So, now every time 
I step on the court, I have to 
come up with a new 
strategy.” 

She signed off by saying 
that kids needed tourna¬ 
ments like these to perform 
and gain confidence. 




Champions in the making: P.V. Sindhu asked parents to 
encourage their children in whatever sport they play. ■ pti 
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We must guard against 
complacency: Reid 

India plays Russia on Nov 1 and 2 and the winner books a ticket to Tokyo 


Injured Umtiti adds to 
Barcelona's fitness woes 

BARCELONA 

Barcelona centre-back 
Samuel Umtiti has suffered a 
bruised foot while on 
international duty with 
France and could miss this 
weekend's clash with 
Valencia, the injury-plagued 
Spanish champion said on 
Monday. Ernesto Valverde's 
men, who host Valencia on 
Saturday, are already without 
star forwards Lionel Messi 
and Luis Suarez due to foot 
and calf problems. Winger 
Ousmane Dembele is also 
sidelined with a hamstring 
issue, while full-back Nelson 
Semedo has a sprained ankle. 

AFP 

India bags three bronze 
in Asian jr. soft tennis 

NEW DELHI 

Aniket Patel won the bronze 
in the under-18 boys' section 
in the Asian junior soft tennis 
championship held recently in 
Bulacan, Philippines. In the 
under-18 girls' section, 

Aadhya Tiwari and Tushita 
Singh won the doubles 
bronze medal behind Japan 
and Thailand. There was a 
third bronze medal for the 
Indian team from Ragasri in 
the under-15 girls event. 
Harshang Khodadhara and 
Pramod Singh Thakur were 
the coaches with the Indian 
team. 


HOCKEY 


ASHWIN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

The Indian men’s hockey 
team had huddled up in a 
room at the SAI complex 
here on Monday to watch the 
telecast of the FIH Olympic 
Qualifiers draw, held at Lau¬ 
sanne (Switzerland). 

The players were relieved 
when it was announced that 
they would face World No. 
22 Russia, the weakest team 
in Pot 1. The two other teams 
in Pot 1 - Pakistan (World 
No. 17) and Austria (World 
No. 20) - could have posed 
sterner tests. Russia is the 
preferred opponent, consi¬ 
dering that India (World No. 
5) had whipped Russia 10-0 
in the FIH Series Final in 
Bhubaneswar earlier this 
year. 

But any sense of compla¬ 
cency vanished when coach 
Graham Reid got up to ad¬ 
dress the room. 

“Coach Reid said that we 
must not underestimate any 
team. He said that Russia will 
be just as desperate to quali¬ 
fy for the Olympics as we 
are, so we must work our 
socks off to defeat them. 

Focused 

“We are now focused purely 
on Russia - we will watch 
their match videos and be 
thorough with our prepar 
tion,” regular skipper Man 
preet Singh said hei^ cn 
Tuesday. 

The two teams fa^e etch 



No question of feeling pressure: Rani 


Chalking out the plan: India coach Graham Rei discusses strategy with Manpreet Singh at the 
SAI in Bengaluru, -ashwin achal 


other in a two-legged tie, at 
Bhubaneswar, on November 
1 and 2. The winner will seal 
a spot in the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics main draw. 

Before this crucial tie, the 
Indian team wifi mr 'elg 
um - sure to serve 's great 
preparation. 

“Belgiun V v on I No. 2) is 
an all-roui * 1 * * * S. ur t, good in 
both atta k z u defence. It 
wifi be a ve y useful tour for 
us o c. "ess our strengths 
and eaknesses,” Manpreet 
said. 

Not a big gulf 

Reid, meanwhile, stressed 


Devika to lead India \ 


new delhi: Devika Vaidya will 
lead India-A for its tour of 
Bangladesh and the Emerg 
ing Asia Cup in Sri Lanka. 
The squad: Devika Vaidya 


(Capt.), S. eghana (Vice- 
rapi Yastika Bhatia, Tejal Ha- 
sabnis jnushree Sarkar, 

mam Dil Bahadur, Nuzhat 
Parveen, R. Kalpana, Manali 


Dakshini, Kshama Singh, Anjali 
Sarwani, Minnu Mani, Sushree 
Dibyadarshini, 

T.P. Kanwar and Rashi Kano- 
jia. 


Azad slams DDCA for attire contract 

‘I understand no tender was called & guidelines were flouted’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former Test allrounder Kirti 
Azad has raised objections at 
the manner in which the 
Delhi and District Cricket As¬ 
sociation (DDCA) gave “an 
undeserving company” the 
contract for providing the 
playing attire. In a communi¬ 
cation to the DDCA presi¬ 
dent Rajat Sharma, Azad al¬ 
leged that the concerned 
company had been awarded 
a contract for ?45 lakh with¬ 
out proper procedure. 

No tender was called 

“Recently, a contract for 
cricket attire has been given 
to a newly set-up company 
for approx ?45 lakh. Three 
vendors were called and a 
so-called best price was ar¬ 
rived at. I understand that 
no tender was called and the 



Kirti Azad. -file photo 

tendering guidelines were 
flouted. It seems that one di¬ 
rector took great pains to 
give a certificate to a new 
company ahead of several 
established companies,” 
Azad pointed out to Sharma. 

In an earlier mail to the 
DDCA, Azad had expressed 
disappointment at the man¬ 
ner in which the two-mem¬ 
ber Cricket Advisory Com¬ 
mittee (CAC) had gone about 


its job of picking the coaches 
in various age-categories for 
the forthcoming season. 

Azad had pointed out a 
few cases of players not from 
Delhi being appointed as se¬ 
lectors. He also highlighted 
examples of players with a 
Conflict of Interest issue get¬ 
ting into various posts as se¬ 
lectors or coaches. 

In reply to all the allega¬ 
tions by Azad, Sharma had 
assured, “I have forwarded 
your concerns and sugges¬ 
tions to the CAC. You will ap¬ 
preciate that all cricket-relat¬ 
ed decisions are being taken 
by the CAC consisting of in¬ 
ternationally acclaimed 
cricketers, as per the Su¬ 
preme Court guidelines and 
new constitution. I am sure 
they will address the issues 
raised by you in your mail.” 


Knotty Ash primed to repeat 


MYSURU: Knotty Ash, who is in fine 
fettle, may score an encore in the 
H.H. Sri Krishnaraja Wadiyar Me¬ 
morial Trophy (1,400m), (post¬ 
poned from September 5) the chief 
event of the races to be held here on 
Wednesday (Sept. 11). False rails 
(width about 4m from 1,600m to the 
winning post) will be in position. 

1 eclipse plate (1,400m), rated 
00 to 25,1-30 p.m.: 1. Eudora (6) 
Madhu Babu 62, 2. Even Money (8) 
Chetan G 61.5, 3. Poker Queen (4) 
Ajay Kumar 61.5,4. Felix Legion (10) 
Janardhan P 61, 5. Vijaya Dhruva (11) 
Rahil Akhtar 60.5, 6. Safe Bet (3) 
Rajesh K 57, 7. Archive (1) Chotu 
Jaiswar 55.5, 8. Italian Stallion (2) L. 
Prashant 55, 9. Star Binder (5) C. 
Umesh 51.5,10. Zaalima (12) R. Man- 
ish 51.5, 11. Micron Yaacow (9) 
Dhebe 51 and 12. Ela Harika (7) Ar- 
shad 50. 

1. STAR BINDER, 2. SAFE BET, 3. 

ITALIAN STALLION 

2 J.H. FOLEY MEMORIAL TROPHY 
(div. ii), (1,200m), rated 40 to 
65, 5-y-o & over, 2-00:1. Turf Magic 

(6) Srinath 60, 2. Spirit Of London 
(4) Rajesh IC 59.5,3. Unbelievable (8) 

S. Manohar 59.5, 4. Attorney Gen¬ 
eral (12) Sai Vamshi 58, 5. Al Dorado 

(7) G. Rohith 57.5, 6. Queen Of Turf 
(10) R. Shelar 57, 7. Export Quality 
(3) Tauseef 56, 8. Kir Royale (2) Ar- 
shad 56, 9. Order Order (9) Rahil 
Akhtar 56, 10. Tzar (5) T.S. Jodha 

55.5, 11. Amazing Skill (1) M. 
Prabhakaran 54.5 and 12. Beond 
Reach (11) Nazerul 54. 

1. TURF MAGIC, 2. TZAR, 3. SPIRIT OF 
LONDON 

3 KUMARADHARA PLATE 
(1,800m), rated 20 to 45, 2-30:1. 
Rare Rhythm (4) T.S. Jodha 60.5, 2. 
Dean’s Gal (3) Ramandeep Bal 60,3. 


Marco Polo (2) Srinath 59.5, 4. Naval 
Wrestler (11) N. Jodha 57, 5. Radiant 
Treasure (12) A. Imran 56, 6. Star 
Holiday (10) Vipin K 55.5, 7. Airvelo- 
city (5) Arshad 55, 8. Dreams United 

(1) Sai ICiran 55, 9. Festive Star (9) 
Madhu Babu 54.5,10. Royal Design 

(7) C. Umesh 53.5,11. Track Striker 

(8) Nazerul 53.5 and 12. Streaming 
Gold (6) Trevor 53. 

1. STREAMING GOLD, 2. MARCO 
POLO, 3. RARE RHYTHM 

4 J.H. FOLEY MEMORIAL TROPHY 
(div. i), (1,200m), rated 40 to 65, 
5-y-o & over, 3-00:1. Checkmate (2) 
Rajesh K 62.5, 2. Mulholland (3) 
Rajesh Babu 61.5, 3. Mint (10) Azfar 
Syeed 61, 4. Nikka (5) H.M. Akshay 

60.5, 5. Take A Bow (7) Sai Vamshi 

60.5, 6. Travieso (8) Rahil Akhtar 

59.5, 7. Gypsy (6) Nazerul 59, 8. Su¬ 
per Success (12) T.S. Jodha 59, 9. 
African Emperor (1) N. Jodha 58,10. 
Roosevelt (9) Shiva Kumar 57.5, 11. 
Lord Iisley (11) S. Manohar 57 and 12. 
Cantabria (4) Arshad 56.5. 

1. SUPER SUCCESS, 2. MINT, 3. 
CANTABRIA 

5 H.H. SRI CHAMARAJA WADIYAR 
MEMORIAL TROPHY (1,200m), 
rated 75 & above, 3-30:1. Southpaw 

(2) S. Shareef 63.5, 2. Master Of Uni¬ 
verse (5) Srinath 62, 3. London (10) 
R. Shelar 60, 4. Constantine (12) 
Dhebe 58.5, 5. Star Carnation (1) 
Chetan G 58, 6. Korol (4) Sai ICiran 

57.5, 7. Saint Petersburg (8) Trevor 
57, 8. Courage (9) Antony 56.5, 9. 
Areca Legend (11) I. Chisty 53.5,10. 
Aeisir (6) Darshan 52.5,11. Maduro 

(3) Arshad 52.5 and 12. Bora Bora (7) 
T.S. Jodha 51.5. 

1. COURAGE, 2. AEISIR, 2, SAINT 
PETERSBURG 

6 H.H. SRI KRISHNARAJA WADI¬ 
YAR MEMORIAL TROPHY 


(1,400m), 4-y-o & over, (Terms), 4- 
00: 1. Knotty Ash (3) John 60, 2. 
Tutankhamun (7) Trevor 59, 3. 
Cavallo Veloce (5) A. Imran 58, 4. 
Aeolus (8) Zervan 56, 5. Dream 
Catcher (9) Darshan 56, 6. Grand 
Tenton (6) C. Umesh 56, 7. Smile 
Stone (4) Srinath 56, 8. Merlot (1) 
Antony 54.5 and 9. Shesmyscript (2) 
C.S. Jodha 54.5. 

1. KNOTTY ASH, 2. AEOLUS, 3. 
CAVALLO VELOCE 

7 P. SHANKER MEMORIAL PLATE 
(1,400m), rated 60 & above, 4- 
y-o & over, 4-30: 1. Batman (2) S. 
Shareef 62.5, 2. Andermatt (8) S. 
Manohar 58.5, 3. Blue Blazer (4) 
Dhebe 56.5, 4. Rafa (10) T.S. Jodha 

56.5,5. Star Of Thea (9) Md. Mushraf 

56.5, 6. Punjabi Girl (5) Trevor 54, 7. 
Sea Lagoon (3) P. Surya 53.5, 8. 
Striking Grey (7) Adarsh 53, 9. New 
Moon (1) Nazerul 51.5 and 10. El Ty¬ 
coon (6) Shiva Kumar 50.5. 

1. PUNJABI GIRL, 2. NEW MOON, 3. 
RAFA 

8 PADDOCK PLATE (1,200m), 
rated 20 to 45, 5-y-o & over, Si- 
00: 1. Ascendency (5) Arshad 62.5, 
2. Dancing Blues (11) Md. Asif Khan 
62, 3. Warlock (3) G. Rohith 61.5, 4. 
Celtic Mist (12) Azfar Syeed 60.5, 5. 
Point (2) Janardhan P 60, 6. Perfect 
Legacy (1) John 59.5, 7. Space Ship 
(8) Sai Vamshi 58.5, 8. Astara (10) j. 
Paswan 57, 9. All In (6) Rajesh IC 53, 
10. Engelberg (9) N. Jodha 52.5, 11. 
Tough Sussex (7) C. Umesh 52 and 
12. Classic Jewel (4) R. Shelar 50.5. 

1. PERFECT LEGACY, 2. ALL IN, 3. 
ASCENDENCY 

Day’s best: streaming gold 

Double: KNOTTY ASH - PUNJABI 
GIRL 

Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; Tr (i): 1, 2 and 3; 
(ii): 3, 4 and 5; (iii): 6, 7 and 8. 


that the 1 0 victory over 
F is_.ia l Q s not imply that 
tl: tc ’3 a big gulf in quality 
bet veen the two sides. 

We played Russia in Bhu- 
janeswar in April, when it 
was very hot. The Russians 
struggled to cope with the 
heat; they won’t have that 
problem when we meet in 
November. 

“This is the point I made 
to the team yesterday. We 
must guard against compla¬ 
cency. I really hate compla¬ 
cency. 

“If I see any complacency 
in the run up to the qualifier, 
I will stomp it out. We must 


Big win for 
Springfield 
(Manipur) 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Springfield School (Mani¬ 
pur) beat Govt School (Aru- 
nachal Pradesh) 8-1 in the 
Subroto Cup boys’ (un- 
der-17) international foot¬ 
ball tournament here on 
Tuesday. 

The results: 

Pool A: Springfield School 
(Wanjing, Manipur) 8 (Ajit Ku¬ 
mar 3, L. Jackson 3, Arun, Ana- 
no) bt Govt. Secondary School, 
Motum (East Siang, Arunachal 
Pradesh) 1 (Okitering Megu). 

Sainik School (Imphal) 4 (L. 
Rameshchandra 2, Romen 2) bt 
Vishvas Nav Sharda PS, Bhuna 
(Fatehabad, Haryana) 2 (Sagar, 
Vangh). 

Pool B: Tripura Sports School 3 
(Shil, Apajit, Darlong) bt Sainik 
Awasiya Mahavidyalaya (Nepal) 
1 (Abhishek). 

Mamta Modern SSS, Block H 
(Vikaspuri, New Delhi) 1 (Fa- 
had) bt SAI, NSEC (Salt lake, 
Kolkata) 0. 


focus on preparing as best as 
we can, and treat Russia with 
respect,” Reid said. 

There was a chance that 
India could have faced Pakis¬ 
tan, in what could have been 
an exciting, high-stakes 
Olympic Qualifiers affair. 
Reid, for one, is pleased to 
have avoided a high-profile 
clash. 

“Playing against Pakistan 
could have been very excit¬ 
ing, but I think it (the hype 
and anticipation) could have 
also been distracting. 

“The last thing you want 
in an Olympic qualifier is dis¬ 
tractions,” Reid said. 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

The Indian women’s hockey 
team (World No. 9) will face 
high expectations when it 
takes on USA (World No. 13), 
in the FIH Olympic qualifier 
at Bhubaneswar, on Novem¬ 
ber 1 and 2. A victory in the 
two-legged tie will give the 
Indian women a third appea¬ 
rance at the Olympics (after 
1980 and 2016). 

For skipper Rani Rampal, 
ue key lies in enjoying the 
0 casion and overcoming 
the nerves associated with a 
big occasion. “There is no 
question of feeling pressure; 
it is about being excited. We 
must remain cool, and stick 
to our plans. We will play in 
front of our home fans, 
which will work to our ad¬ 


vantage. The crowd will act 
as the 12th player for us. We 
will use the positive energy 
of the crowd. We have the 
belief that we can do well,” 
Rani said here on Tuesday. 

It was Rani who scored 
the equaliser when the two 
teams last met, in the 2018 
World Cup. Rani explained 
that the Indian side has con¬ 
siderably improved since, 
pointing to the victorious 
campaign at the recent 
Olympic test event where In¬ 
dia defeated the likes of Aus¬ 
tralia andJapan. 

“We put up consistently 
good shows in the test event, 
and we will carry that confi¬ 
dence against USA. Each 
player knows her role very 
well, and when every indivi¬ 
dual does her part, we will 


Schumacher in Paris 
for cell therapy 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

PARIS 

Stricken seven-time For¬ 
mula One World cham¬ 
pion Michael Schumach¬ 
er is in Paris’ 
Georges-Pompidou hos¬ 
pital for cell therapy sur¬ 
gery, according to French 
daily Le Parisien. 

The Paris hospitals de¬ 
partment, contacted by 
AFP, refused to confirm 
or deny the news citing 
medical privacy laws. But 
according to Le Parisien, 
the 50-year-old German 
is in the cardiovascular 
department overseen by 
surgeon Philippe Me- 
nasche, described as a 



Schumacher, -reuters 
‘pioneer in cell surgery 
against heart failure’. 
Schumacher will receive 
stem cells to obtain an an¬ 
ti-inflammatory effect 
throughout his system. 

Schumacher was 
struck down by a skiing 
accident that snapped his 
helmet in December, 
2013. 


A gold rush for India 

Host dominates with 29 top prizes on concluding day 


CHESS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

As anticipated, India won 14 
out of 16 gold medals at stake 
in the classical time-format 
and finished with a haul of 
125 medals from the inaugu¬ 
ral Western Asian youth 
chess championship here on 
Tuesday. 

Uzbekistan’s Abdimalik 
Abdisalimov (under-20) and 
Kazakhstan’s Abilmansur 
Abdikhair (under-16) walked 
away with the other gold me¬ 
dals even as India swept 41 
out of 48 medals at stake. 

In the blitz format that fol¬ 
lowed, India again won 41 
medals, including 15 gold, 13 
silver and 13 bronze. Over 
the three time-formats, India 
finished with 44 gold, 41 sil¬ 
ver and 40 bronze medals, 
way ahead of Uzbekistan 
with three gold, a silver and 
a bronze. 


Salcshi Chitlange, winner 
of the under-20 section, also 
received a Woman Grand¬ 
master norm. 

The standings (Indians unless 
stated): Under-20: Open: 1. 

Abdimalik Abdisalimov (Uzb, 
7.5), 2. Rajdeep Sarkar (7.5); 3. 
Leon Mendonca (6.5); Girls: 1. 
Sakshi Chitlange (7), 2. Vantika 
Agrawal (6.5), 3. Bakhora Abdu- 
sattorova (Uzb, 6.5). 

Under-18: Open: 1. Srijit Paul 
(9), 2. G.M.H. Thilakaratne (Sri, 
5), 3. Mukhammadali Abdurakh- 
monov (Uzb, 6); Girls: 1. Mrudul 
Dehankar (8), 2. K. Priyanka 

(7.5) , 3. Srishti Pandey (6). 
Under-16: Open: 1. Abilmansur 
Abdilkhair (Kaz, 6.5), 2. Moham¬ 
mad Anees (6), 3. Ajay Karthi- 
keyan (6); Girls: 1. Greeshma 
Dhumal (7), 2. Saina Salonika 

(6.5) , 3. Vyshnavi Chinnam 

(6.5) . 

Under-14: Open: 1. Kashish Jain 
(7), 2. Sai Karthik (7), 3. Bhavesh 
Mahajan (6.5); Girls: 1. Bha- 
gyashree Patil (6.5), 2. Sabrina 
Abrorova (Tjk, 7), 3. Sarayu Vel- 
pula (6.5). 


Under-12: Open: 1. Sai Varshith 
Chilukuri (6.5), 2. Sahib Singh 
(6), 3. Bagwe Gaurang (5.5); 
Girls: 1. G. Tejaswini (6.5), 2. A. 
Sai Mahati (6.5), 3. Kheerthi 
Ganta (6.5). 

Under-10: Open: 1. Mayank 
Chakraborty (7.5), 2. Arun 
Daakshin (7), 3. G. Aakash (6.5); 
Girls: 1. Palak Mohapatra (5.5), 
2. S. Pournami (5), 3. Sachi Jain 
(5). 

Under-8: Open: 1. Vivaan Sa- 
raogi (8), 2. Rosh Jain (8), 3. Ni- 
may Agrawal (6.5); Girls: 1. 
Tashna Aggarwal (7), 2. Jennica 
Sequeira (6.5), 3. Alana Kolagat- 
la (6). 

Under-6: Open: 1. Madhvendra 
Sharma (7), 2. R. Nijesh (6.5), 3. 
Aditya Joshi (6.5); Girls: 1. Diya 
Sawal (8), 2. Aadya Ranganath 

(7.5), 3. Aliia Sharabidinova 
(Kgz, 6). 

Medals tally (gold-silver- 
bronze-total): India 44-41-40- 
125; Uzbekistan 3-1-4-8; Ka¬ 
zakhstan 1-1-1-3; Sri Lanka 0-2- 
1-3; Tajikistan 0-2-0-2; Bangla¬ 
desh 0-1 -0-1; Iran 0-0-1 -1; Kyr¬ 
gyzstan 0-0-1-1. 


Brijesh Yadav wins a 
bruising opener 


BOXING 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

EKATERINBURG (RUSSIA) 

India was off to a fine start in 
the World men’s boxing 
championships with Brijesh 
Yadav (81kg) out-punching 
Poland’s Maleusz Goinski in 
a brutal opening-round con¬ 
test here on Tuesday. 

Brijesh, a silver-medallist 
at the India Open and the 
Thailand Open earlier this 
year, didn’t just defeat Goin¬ 
ski 5-0 but also left him with 
a wound on his head in the 
first and only bout of the day 
for India. 

Egged on to be the ag¬ 
gressor by the Indian camp, 
Brijesh more than made up 
for his lack of pace with the 


power of his punches. 

His rival, on the other 
hand, let slip a confident 
start and was barely able to 
stand when the final bell 
rang. 

Standing counts 

Goinski faced two standing 
eight counts during the bout 
and needed medical atten¬ 
tion for a gash on his head 
that left him with a bloodied 
face. 

With Tuesday’s win, Bri¬ 
jesh advanced to the round 
of 32 where he will square 
off against Turkey’s Bayram 
Malkan. 

Amit Panghal (52kg), Ka- 
vinder Singh Bisht (57kg) 
and Ashish Kumar (75kg) 
have all received first-round 
byes. 



Dominant: Brijesh Yadav was ruthless against Poland's 
Maleusz Goinski. ■twitter.com/@bfi_official 


The Netherlands, 
Belgium cruise 

Germany edges closer; setback for Croatia 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

PARIS 

Belgium and the Nether¬ 
lands both cruised to 4-0 
wins over Scotland and Es¬ 
tonia respectively in Euro 
2020 qualifying on Monday, 
while Germany claimed a 
crucial victory over North¬ 
ern Ireland in its bid to qual¬ 
ify for next year’s finals. 

Inter Milan striker Rome- 
lu Lukaku gave the visitors 
the lead in Glasgow in only 
the ninth minute with his 
Belgian record-extending 
49th international goal. 

Defenders Thomas Ver- 
maelen and Toby Alderwei- 
reld ended the game as a 
contest with less than 32 mi¬ 
nutes on the clock. 

Kevin De Bruyne, who 
had assisted each of the first 
three goals, completed the 
scoring himself with eight 
minutes remaining. 

The Netherlands backed 
up its stunning 4-2 win over 
Germany in Hamburg last 
Friday by thrashing Estonia 
in Tallinn, as Ryan Babel 
scored his maiden interna¬ 
tional double. 

Germany leads the group 
standings after edging to a 


nervy 2-0 victory in Belfast. 

Marcel Halstenberg’s bril¬ 
liant volley broke the dea¬ 
dlock shortly after half-time 
in a tense encounter, and 
Serge Gnabry gave Joachim 
Low’s men breathing space 
in injury-time. 

Earlier, Croatia suffered a 
setback in its qualifying 
campaign as it was held to a 
1-1 draw by Azerbaijan in 
Baku. 

The results: Group C: Northern 
Ireland 0 lost to Germany 2 
(Halstenberg 48, Gnabry 
90+3); Estonia 0 lost to the 
Netherlands 4 (Babel 17, 48, 
Depay 76, Wijnaldum 87). 
Group E: Azerbaijan 1 (Khalil- 
zada 72) drew with Croatia 1 
(Modric 11-pen); Hungary 1 
(Szoboszlai 50) lost to Slovakia 
2 (Mal<40, Bozenik 56). 

Group G: Slovenia 3 (Verbic 43, 
90, Bezjak 66) bt Israel 2 
(Natcho 50, Zahavi 63); Poland 
0 drew with Austria 0; Latvia 0 
lost to North Macedonia 2 
(Pandev 14, Bardi 17). 

Group I: Scotland 0 lost to Bel¬ 
gium 4 (Lukaku 9, Vermaelen 
24, Alderweireld 32, De Bruyne 
82); San Marino 0 lost to Cy¬ 
prus 4 (Kousoulos 2, 73, Pa- 
poulis 39, Artymatas 75); Rus¬ 
sia 1 (Fernandes 89) bt 
Kazakhstan 0. 


find success,” Rani said. 

Coach Sjoerd Marijne be¬ 
lieves that the upcoming 
tour of England will help the 
side prepare for the tricky 
outing against USA. 

“We play five matches 
against England. The timing 
of the tour is great, as En¬ 
gland is a physical team, si¬ 
milar to the USA,” Marijne 
said. 

On what to expect from 
USA, Marijne said, “USA is a 
physical team, but we can 
match them. We feel confi¬ 
dent. It doesn’t matter who 
we play; we are just happy to 
know who we are playing 
against. Playing in front of 
our home crowd at Bhuba¬ 
neswar will be a first for 
some of our girls, but I see it 
as an advantage.” 

Rained out 

ahmedabad: Rain washed 
out play in the National se¬ 
ries junior tennis tourna¬ 
ment, organised by the Al- 
tevol Waske Academy, on 
Tuesday. The under-18 and 
16 boys’ and girls’ events 
will resume on Wednesday. 

Argentina 
in last four 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

DONGGUAN (CHINA) 

Argentina, led by veteran 
Luis Scola, crushed Serbia 
97-87 to enter the semnifi- 
nals of the FIBA Basketball 
World Cup here on Tues¬ 
day. In another quarterfi¬ 
nal, Spain prevailed over 
Poland 90-78. 

The results (quarterfinals): 
Argentina 97 (Scola 20, Cam- 
pazzo 18, Garino 15) bt Serbia 
87 (Bogdanovic 21, Bjelica 18, 
Jokic 16); Spain 90 (Rubio 19, 
Fernandez 16, Hernangomez 
14) bt Poland 78 (Slaughter 
19, Waczynsjki 15, Sokolowski 
11 ). 

Golf honour 
for Hero’s 
Pawan Munjal 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Hero MotoCorp Chairman 
and Managing Director Pa¬ 
wan Munjal will be induct¬ 
ed into the 2019 Asia Pacif¬ 
ic Golf Hall of Fame later 
this year for his support to 
the sport in India and 
around the world. 

The induction ceremo¬ 
ny will be held on Novem¬ 
ber 6 at the 2019 Asian Golf 
Awards Gala Banquet to at 
DLF Golf & Country Club. 

Ronaldo 
rewrites men’s 
junior 200m 

ANAN T KAUR 

NEW DELHI 

India continued its domi¬ 
nance on day two of the 
Track Asia Cup cycling 
championship. 

Ronaldo Laitanjam 
broke the junior Asian re¬ 
cord of men’s junior 200m 
time trial event in the qual¬ 
ifying round at the Yamuna 
Velodrome, IG Sports Com¬ 
plex here. He clocked 
10.065 seconds and shat¬ 
tered the previous record 
held by China's Liu Qi who 
had completed the race in 
10.149 seconds in 2018. 

India added three more 
medals to its medal tally. 
Venkappa Shiva won one 
more gold when he 
claimed the 3km Men’s Ju¬ 
niors individual pursuit. 

Nikita Nisha won the 
qualifying round of junior 
women’s with a timing of 
11:945s and gave the host 
hope for gold in the final. 

It was double joy for In¬ 
dia when Elangbam Devi 
and Irungbam Devi gave a 
silver-bronze finish in the 
elite women’s 3km indivi¬ 
dual pursuit race. Punam 
Chand captured the silver 
in the elite men’s 4km indi¬ 
vidual pursuit event be¬ 
hind Malaysia’s Emam Fir- 
daus Mohammad Zamri. 
Dimitry Potapenko of Ka¬ 
zakhstan bagged the 
bronze. 

Esow Alben finished se¬ 
cond behind Tsz Chun Law 
of Hong Kong in the men’s 
200m time trial. 


• • • 
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